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WARNING! 
 

¶ This guide is easy to navigate, despite its length. 

¶ This is not an official Princeton document. 

¶ Excuse any biases or errors - the guide was proofread by 

multiple readers, but the scope of the guide inherently 

means that corrections may still need to be made. 

¶ Fill out the wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ {ǳǊǾŜy, regardless of how much you 

have read! All feedback helps, and you can also note errors 

here. 

Thank you for reading! Enjoy! 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSds5nQ5DoaA1EKd3nJ572BKSeS-_Rc1zNdVgmr1Ah5qBhWhVg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Three Steps to Start Using the Guide: 

 

First, Choose your Format: 

¶ Website (https://ptonultimateguide.wixsite.com/home) 

¶ Google Docs (Desktop Recommended, use landscape orientation on 

mobile) 

¶ PDF (Mobile Recommended, may need to press download button to enable 

clickable links. Landscape orientation recommended.) 

¶ Individual Chapter PDFs (Refer to the website). 

¶ Print (Not recommended to print entire guide to avoid killing many trees) 

 

Second, Consider Navigation Tips: 

¶ Google Docs ς Use άView -> Document OutlineΦέ 

¶ Microsoft Word ς Press άCtrl + Fέ to access outline or find keywords. 

¶ Click on Links ς To go to external websites or navigate the document. You 

Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ά/ǘǊƭέ ōǳǘǘon while clicking. 

¶ Navigate with Headers and Footers ς Allow quick access to top of 

chapter/section, and next/previous chapters. May need to double click for 

these links ƻǊ ƘƻƭŘ ά/ǘǊƭ.έ 

 

Third, Choose Your Chapter: 

¶ Each chapter is about 30-50 very skimmable pages. 

¶ Save and download chapters you want to read later. 

https://ptonultimateguide.wixsite.com/home
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TLOFD-assTioaThFvgErszneN8qtZxinGNLz1NJ3Ano/edit?usp=sharing
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Section 1: Getting Started 
 

Learn how to read this guide and adjust to Princeton life. 

 

Chapters Included: 

Chapter 1: How to Use the Ultimate Guide 

Chapter 2: Arriving on Campus 

Chapter 3: Talking to People and Staying Informed
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Chapter 1:  How to Use 

the Ultimate Guide  
 

 

 

The Ultimate Guide can be a lot to take in at first. 

 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘΥ 

¶ The goals of the Ultimate Guide. 

¶ How to use the Ultimate Guide (left ς skim, right ς details, LSRD HIT!). 

¶ The Special Icons. 

¶ Five key lessons from each section. 
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1.1) Letter from the Editor 
 

Dear Princeton Student, 

 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ όƻǊ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪύ ǘƻ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΗ LΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

point: I want you to succeed. I have compiled every tip and resource 

possible inside this guide, concisely. 

LΩƳ ŀn alumnus who concentrated in Philosophy with a certificate 

in Urban Studies. I studied much about distributive justice (i.e., who 

should get what goods and how much) and epistemology (i.e., theory of 

knowledge). While Princeton has many resources, I observed that not 

everyone was aware of how to use them or that some even existed. 

This guide is my intervention to achieve equitable and accessible 

ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΩǎ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ 

resources. 

bƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ƧŀǊƎƻƴΦ [ŜǘΩǎ go. Rock that 

orange and black. 

 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Te  
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1.2) Goals of the Ultimate Guide 
 

Outline. Connect. Empower. 
 

Outline Princeton Life with Good Design Principles 

 

Why: 

¶ Reading in-depth across multiple websites gets confusing and tiring. 

¶ Having ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƛǊŜŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

How: 

¶ Table formatting puts key ideas on the left and details on the right. 

¶ Easily navigate between chapters using the headers and footers. 

¶ Emphasize key points at beginning of sentences. 

¶ Cut unnecessary words. 

¶ Short sentences. 

¶ bƻ ƭƻƴƎ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘǎ όάǿŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǘŜȄǘέύΦ 

Beware of Biases: 

¶ Summarizing requires interpretation on my part. 

¶ Double check facts, especially as this guide gets older. 

¶ Despite 300+ hours of research and work, I am not truly an expert of everything.  

¶ I did the best a single person could reasonably do. 

 

Connect Students to Comprehensive Resources 

 

Why: 

¶ It can be hard to find the right resources when there are so many.  
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¶ You may not know such resources exist. 

How: 

¶ Links to major resources are at the start of each subchapter, for easy access. 

¶ Links to specific resources linked in-text. 

¶ Electronic reading format recommended to access links. 

Trust Official Resources First: 

¶ This is not an official resource. 

¶ Many chapters are quick summaries of the official policy. 

 

Empower All Students with Knowledge 

 

Why: 

¶ Students often lack social connections to learn about different experiences (e.g., a non-

athlete curious about athletics). 

¶ Following the COVID-19 lockdowns of 2020 and 2021, many students come back to 

campus not knowing how typical campus life works. 

¶ First generation college students must learn how to interact in a new type of 

environment. 

¶ Important skills are not taught formally, yet are crucial for success (e.g., talking to a 

ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άthe hidden curriculumΦέ 

¶ Providing people with skills and knowledge of their options allows them to create a 

Princeton experience best suited for them. 

How: 

¶ Offer informal tips akin to a friend giving tips based on their experience. 

¶ Provide actionable strategies to navigate unfamiliar situations. 

¶ Cover a wide range of topics for a holistic understanding of campus life. 

Learn, But Also Act: 

¶ ¢ŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƪŜȅ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎΦ 

¶ Explore new opportunities, not just be aware of them. 
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1.3) How to Read: LSRD HIT! 
 

όtǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘΣ ά[ŀǎŜǊŜŘ IƛǘΗέύ 

 

How to Read: 

Left-Skim. Right-Details. 

The Three Main Formats: 

Headers. Icons. Tables! 

 

¶ LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀǊ ς go fast on the left, slower on the right.  

¶ Use Headers to identify main idea and determine if you want to skip. 

¶ Use Icons to identify what kind of content you are reading. 

¶ Use Tables to quickly skim key points or move your eyes right for details. 

¶ Example below: 
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5 Levels of Reading! 

 

Level 1 ς Skip 

Read Headings and Icons to know the topic. Skip if uninterested. 

Level 2 ς Skim 

Read along the left side of tables to see major points. Turn eyes to the right if interested. 

Level 3 ς Read 

Read subpoint headers to get a quick sense for what the details are about. 

Level 4 ς Deep Read 

Read details of every subpoint to get an in-depth understanding. 

Level 5 ς Fully Investigate 

Click on links within the chapter to read more. 

 

 

Reading Strategies: 

 

Skim/read the whole guide for first-years. You may learn a lot or will get more 

familiar with parts of campus life. 

 

Deep read, save interesting chapters, and take notes. Remember that you can 

ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ t5CΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ όǇǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴǳƭǘimateguide.wixsite.com). Hint: save 

Chapter 11 on room draw/housing and pull it up in January. 

 

Read a chapter or section a day. ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ process information and 

strategize. Try it when waking up or going to sleep, or during mealtimes. 
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1.4) Special Icons 
 

 

Comprehensive guides or University resources. External links are in blue like 

this. Links may also be in-text. Bookmark (save) helpful links. 

 

 

Summaries or introductions to different topics.  

 

 

Compilations of official or unofficial resources to help. Sometimes have links.  

 

 

Strategies to navigate situations. Tips are mostly unordered. 

  

 

Step-by-step, ordered, instructions. May be official policy.  

 

https://www.princeton.edu/
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Key ideas that you should pay attention to. 

 

 

Tangential points that are either intriguing or useful. 

 

1.5) Five Lessons (from Each Section) 
 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŜǎǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ [{w5 IL¢ format in action now: 

 

 

Five Lessons (from Each Section) 

 

Lesson: Description: 

1. Talk to People ¶ Getting Started ς Section 1. 

¶ Help Beyond This Guide ς For the most specific 

questions, talk to someone personally.  

¶ Ask the Princeton Community ς Subscribe to 

(residential college) listservs at 

https://lists.princeton.edu. 

 

2. Plan Ahead ¶ Academics ς Section 2. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ²ŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ς Set yourself up for success 

with knowledge, habits, and strategies early. 

https://lists.princeton.edu/
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3. Pursue 
Opportunities 

¶ Social and Orgs ς Section 3. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ Wǳǎǘ {ǘǳŘȅ ς Clubs are enriching and fun, while 

also forming connections that will lead you to more 

opportunities. 

¶ Take the Lead ς Be a leader of your own group if you 

do not see a group available already. 

 

4. Live Healthy ¶ Everyday Life ς Section 4. 

¶ Health Always First ς You cannot do anything unless 

you are healthy. 

¶ Customize to Your Needs ς Choose eating and housing 

options that best fit your lifestyle. Know your needs. 

 

5. Take Advantage 
ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΩǎ 
Resources 

¶ Money Matters ς Section 5. 

¶ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΩǎ wƛŎƘ ς Ask for money when you need it. 

¶ Lots of Opportunities ς ̧ ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ get other chances to 

travel the world for free. 

 

 

1.6) Suggesting Edits and Contact 
 

Please email lipserviceguides@gmail.com to suggest any edits or inquire into 

additional guide-writing services.

mailto:lipserviceguides@gmail.com
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Chapter 2: Arriving on 

Campus  
 

 

 

tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜƳ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƭƛŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜΧ 

 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘΥ 

¶ How to get to Princeton and the surrounding area. 

¶ What to pack and how to get things you need. 

¶ How to move in and move out smoothly. 

¶ What the residential colleges are. 
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Chapter 2 Vocabulary 

 

Word: Description: 

Pre-Frosh A student who has committed to attending Princeton but has 
not been formally inducted as a student (this happens right 
after orientation). 
 

Freshmen/First Year A student who is in their first year of schooling at Princeton. 
They become a sophomore officially after the end of spring 
exams. 
 

Sophomore A second-year student. 
 

Junior A third-year student. 
 

Senior A fourth-year student.  
 

Underclass Student A First Year or Sophomore. 
 

Upperclass Student A Junior or Senior. 
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Prox ¸ƻǳǊ άǇǊƻȄȅέ ƻǊ άǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ L5Φέ ¦ǎŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ 
swipe into the dining hall. Very important. 
 

Dinky The train from Princeton Junction ǘƻ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΩǎ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΣ ƛƴ ŀ 
5-minute ride. Most trains (e.g., NJ Transit, Amtrak) stop at 
Princeton Junction. 
 

Hoverboards Electric scooters and skateboards 
 

Facilities ¢ƘŜ άƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ 
 

Labyrinth Books Located at 122 Nassau Street, you can usually buy course 
books there. 
 

 

2.1) Arriving at Princeton 
 

 

Transportation at Princeton Official Page: 

https://transportation.princeton.edu/ 

Transportation and Parking Services Maps: 

https://transportation.princeton.edu/guests_visitors/maps-and-directions 

Campus Map: 

https://pr.princeton.edu/campusmap/PUCampusMap.pdf 

  

 

Transportation Options to Princeton 

  

Method: Details: 

https://transportation.princeton.edu/
https://transportation.princeton.edu/guests_visitors/maps-and-directions
https://pr.princeton.edu/campusmap/PUCampusMap.pdf
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Train 

 

¶ From NYC: Take Northeast Corridor NJ Transit train. ~1-2 

hours. Cost: ~$17. 

¶ From Philly: Take Keystone Service Amtrak train. ~1-2 

hours. Cost: ~$20. 

¶ To Princeton Station: Above trains go to Princeton Junction 

but ǘŀƪŜ ά5ƛƴƪȅέ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ όŎŀƳǇǳǎύΦ 

Cost ~$3. 

 

Driving 

 

¶ Easier than Train ς Especially for bringing in move-in 

supplies. 

¶ Avoid Tolls ς Use DƻƻƎƭŜκ!ǇǇƭŜ aŀǇǎ άŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƻƭƭǎέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΣ 

especially around NJ Turnpike. 

¶ Parking ς Parking Lots map here. Free parking lots, not free 

streetside parking meters (e.g., Nassau Street). 

 

Airplane ¶ Best Option Beyond East Coast ς Unless you like long 

drives. 

¶ From Newark Airport (NJ) ς Easiest option. Take the 

Northeast Corridor train straight from the airport. 

¶ From JFK Airport (NYC) ς Take the air train to Jamaica 

Station. Then, Long Island Railroad to Penn Station. Then, 

Northeast Corridor train. 

¶ From PHL Airport (Philly) ς Take the Airport Line Septa 

Train, then Northeast Regional. 

¶ From Airports to Campus (or back) ς Taking a 

rideshare/Uber is common; look on listservs for other 

students willing to split the cost. 

 

 

 

Connect to Eduroam when you get on-campus! This is how you get Internet 

access, for computers and mobile phones. Download the Eduroam app and 

login with your Princeton email address and password. Details here. 

 

2.2) Getting Around the Princeton Area 

https://transportation.princeton.edu/sites/default/files/Princeton%20University%20Parking%20%26%20Transit%20Map%20%288.31.2020%29.pdf
https://library.princeton.edu/services/technology/wireless-access
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Campus Mobility Project: 

https://www.princetoncampusmobility.org/ 

Campus Map 

 
Map of campus (Image source). 

 

Campus slopes upward from south to north. Get familiar with landmarks on 

the edges of campus for easier navigation. Forbes is in the southwest, while 

Prospect Avenue and Lewis Science Library are on the east.  

 

https://www.princetoncampusmobility.org/
https://pr.princeton.edu/campusmap/PUCampusMap.pdf
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Transportation Options Around Princeton 

 

Method: Details: 

Walking ¶ Cost ς Free, except for shoes. 

¶ Walkable Campus ς ~20 minutes to walk across campus. 

¶ Budget 10 Extra Minutes - To get to your destination when 

new to Princeton. 

¶ Princeton Shopping Center ς Has many shops and is a 30-

minute walk north. 

¶ Safe at Night ς Very little crime happens in Princeton, with 

the exception of a few lewdness incidents. 

 

Biking ¶ Cost - $100-1000 for bike, $15-30 for U-locks. 

¶ Faster But Beware Slopes ς Going downhill (north to south) 

is much easier and quicker than going uphill. 

¶ Lock Bike ς U-locks (like these) are the most secure. 

¶ University Bike Policy ς Read here.  

¶ Register Bike ς with Transportation and Parking Services 

here. They help with bike thefts and opening locks. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ !ōŀƴŘƻƴ .ƛƪŜs ς TPS removes unregistered, 

abandoned bikes after 60 days. 

¶ Free Repairs ς Go to Cyclab, student-run bike shop in Rocky. 

¶ Getting (Cheap) Bikes ς Check Free and For Sale FB Group, 

Target/Amazon, or local bike shops YƻǇǇΩǎ /ȅŎƭŜǎ and WŀȅΩǎ 

Cycles.  

¶ Bike Quality ς More expensive bikes tend to last longer. 

Choose wisely. 

 

άIƻǾŜǊōƻŀǊŘǎέ 

(e.g., Electric 

¶ Policy ς Found here. 

¶ Speed Limit ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ мл ƳƛƭŜǎ ǇŜǊ ƘƻǳǊǎΦ 

¶ Be Polite ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ōƭƻŎƪ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ƻǊ ǳǎŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ 

¶ Charge in Your Room ς To avoid blocking areas. 

https://www.princetonshoppingcenter.com/
https://www.dailyprincetonian.com/article/2019/03/no-suspects-yet-located-in-lewdness-peering-incidents
https://www.amazon.com/bike-u-locks/b?ie=UTF8&node=194613011
https://transportation.princeton.edu/getting-around/bikes-scooters/bike-scooter-registration
https://princeton.service-now.com/service?id=sc_cat_item&sys_id=2f267e81dbbe4c1053d44d8b13961918
https://www.facebook.com/princetoncyclab
https://www.target.com/sl/princeton/1151
https://www.amazon.com/bikes/b?ie=UTF8&node=1265458011
https://www.koppscycle.net/
https://www.jayscycles.com/
https://www.jayscycles.com/
https://ehs.princeton.edu/personalelectricvehicles
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Scooters and 

Skateboards) 

¶ Must Register with TPS ς Same form as bikes. 

 

Driving ¶ Get a Permit ς Car permit policy here.  

¶ Few Undergrads ς Very few undergrads are permitted to 

have cars. 

¶ Grad Students ς Are more likely to have a car. Ask for short 

rides. 

¶ Enterprise Carshare ς Rent out cars for a short time. Not 

running as of Spring 2021. 

¶ Benefits ς Convenient if you have a medical need or need to 

pick up groceries. 

 

TigerTransit (Bus-

Shuttles) 

¶ University Page ς On TigerTransit here. 

¶ Tripshot App ς Download this to track when/where the bus 

will show up. 

¶ On-Campus Routes ς Runs on weekdays but likely faster to 

walk in most cases. Goes to Forrestal Campus/Plasma 

Physics Laboratory, Grad College, Engineering Quad, and 

Lakeside/Lawrence grad apartments.  

¶ The Weekend Shopper ς Only runs on weekends but goes 

off-campus to many convenient stores (e.g., Target, 

Wegmans, Whole Foods, Home Depot, TraŘŜǊ WƻŜΩǎΣ tŀǊǘȅ 

City, etc.). 

¶ Bus Station ς Weekend shopper stops at the grad college 

and at Princeton Station (i.e., in front of Wawa).  

 

NJ Transit Buses ¶ Princeton Public Transit Page ς Click here. 

¶ 605 Line ς Goes to Quakerbridge Mall, pickup near Wawa. 

¶ 100 Line ς Coach USA bus, picks up near Palmer Square and 

goes to NYC. 

¶ Cancellations ς Some bus lines may not be running in Fall 

2021, due to COVID-19. 

 

Ridesharing Apps 

(Uber, Lyft, etc.) 

¶ Late Night Safety ς If you cannot get home safely, get 

picked up (e.g., alcohol intoxication). 

¶ Carpooling ς Going with friends reduces individual cost. 

https://transportation.princeton.edu/students/parking
https://transportation.princeton.edu/carsharing
https://transportation.princeton.edu/options/tigertransit
https://www.tripshot.com/
https://transportation.princeton.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/%28Route%203%29%20MerwickEquad%20to%20ForrestalPPPL%20%285.14.2021%29.pdf
https://transportation.princeton.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/%28Route%203%29%20MerwickEquad%20to%20ForrestalPPPL%20%285.14.2021%29.pdf
https://transportation.princeton.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/%28Route%201%29%20Grad%20College%20to%20Lot%2021%20via%20Equad%20%285.14.2021%29_0.pdf
https://transportation.princeton.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/%28Route%204%29%20Junction%20to%20Equad%20via%20Visitor%20Parking%20%285.14.2021%29_1.pdf
https://transportation.princeton.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/%28Route%202%29%20LawrenceLakeside%20%285.14.2021%29_1.pdf
https://transportation.princeton.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/%28Route%20W-S%29%20Weekend%20Shopper%20%285.14.2021%29.pdf
https://transportation.princeton.edu/options/public-transit


CHAP 2: ARRIVING ON CAMPUS TABLE OF CONT. SECTION 1: GETTING STARTED 

PREV. CHAP (1: HOW TO USE) 29 NEXT CHAP (3: STAY INFORMED) 

¶ Flexibility ς You can reach areas that public transport 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ όŜΦƎΦΣ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭǎύΦ 

 

Trains ¶ Far Off-Campus ς See previous section for how to get to 

NYC/Philly. 

¶ Princeton Junction ς Taking the Dinky from Princeton 

Station to Junction may be worth it to go to a few shops at 

Windsor Plaza. 

 

 

 

Google/Apple Maps can get you to nearly every building on campus, with 

even walking directions and time estimates. Google Maps also allows for 

άǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǾƛŜǿΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊƛȊŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ 

area look like. 

 

2.3) Packing and Getting Things You 

Need 
 

 

Path to Princeton Packing List 

https://path.princeton.edu/faq/logistics#t3426n672736 

Fire Safety Regulation (Ban List) 

https://hres.princeton.edu/policies/fire-safety-policies 

Sustainable Move-In Tips and Packing List: 

https://sustain.princeton.edu/move-in 

 

The following supply lists are sorted by: 

 

Essential ς Bring to campus, hard to get conveniently.  

http://cyznerproperties.com/property-showcase/windsor-plaza/
https://path.princeton.edu/faq/logistics#t3426n672736
https://hres.princeton.edu/policies/fire-safety-policies
https://sustain.princeton.edu/move-in
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Helpful ς Things you should have but can get later around campus. 

Optional ς Nice but unnecessary. 

5ƻƴΩǘ .ǊƛƴƎ ς Banned or useless. 

 

 

Essential Supplies List 

 

Supply: Description: 

Laptop Computer 5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊǎΦ ¦ǎŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ 

ƛŦ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ŎƘŜŀǇ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ 

programs. If you have computer issues you can go to OIT 

(Office of Information Tech) Support. 

 

Backpack or Messenger 

Bag 

Preferably waterproof and comfortable. 

 

Warm Jacket NJ winters can be very cold. Also helps you stay warm if 

blankets are not warm enough. 

 

Warm Blanket Sleep warm and use for cuddling in cold study spaces. 

 

Towel If you want to dry off after taking showers. 

 

Mobile Phone and 

Chargers 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ phone die when using Google Maps to find your 

dorm. 

 

Umbrella/Raincoat Umbrellas preferred to keep your backpack dry, so your books 

ƻǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘΦ  

 

Rain/Snow Boots or a 

Spare Pair of Shoes 

Wet feet bring down your whole day. Snow boots prevent 

slipping, but sidewalks are cleaned quickly. 

https://princeton.service-now.com/service?id=kb_article&sys_id=9454
https://princeton.service-now.com/service?id=kb_article&sys_id=9454
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Flip Flops/Shower 

Shoes/Shower Caddy 

A must if you are using a hall bathroom, otherwise usually fine 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ Ŧƻƻǘ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΦ 

 

Desk Lamp Some rooms are dim, and more lighting will reduce eyestrain. 

 

 

 

Helpful Supplies List 

 

Supply: Description: 

Warm Socks and a Hat If ȅƻǳǊ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŀǊƳ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ 

warm jacket can help you sleep in the winter. 

 

Pocket Tissues 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ǌǳƴƴȅ ƴƻǎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊΦ 

 

Allergy Medicine If you have seasonal allergies, especially in the spring. 

 

Hand Soap, Towel, Bath 

Rugs 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ōŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ 

Body Soap, Shampoo, 

Conditioner 

Keep it clean. 

Backpack/Messenger 

Bag 

Preferably waterproof and comfortable to wear. 

Folders To holdΧ ǇŀǇŜǊǎΦ 

 

A Blue/Black Pen In case you need to sign something. 

 

Textbooks Use Textbook Exchange here. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/179890775464779
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A Planner or Notebook 

with Dates 

Be organized! Write down important dates and assignments.  

 

Notebooks ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŀǇǘƻǇǎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

write some notes by hand. 

 

Detergent For laundry. Tide pods also work. 

 

Laundry Bag Duffel or trash bags also work. 

 

Clothes Hangers Cheap to buy if they take too much space. 

 

Reusable Water Bottle ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ around campus, and you 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŘŜƘȅŘǊŀǘŜŘΦ 

 

One Pair of Formal 

Clothes 

Preferably something warmer (i.e., long sleeve) in case you 

have a job interview during summer months.  

 

Casual Clothes No, Princetonians do not walk around wearing dress shirts all 

the time. Go to class in sweatpants if you want. 

 

XL Twin Bed Linens These take up space (especially large blankets), so buy them at 

the U-store in a pinch. Have enough for the first night though. 

 

 

 

Optional Supplies List 

 

Supply: Description: 

A (Mini) Stapler The school staplers tend to run out of staples quickly. 

Residential college office usually has extra staples. 

 

Double AA Batteries Just a few is helpful, especially if you have to buy an iClicker for 

class. 

https://sustain.princeton.edu/resources/drink-local
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A Fridge Not too helpful unless you are an upperclass student who 

cooks for themselves. There is also a large fridge in the 

communal kitchens (label your food to prevent theft though). 

You can also order microfridges through Student Agencies. You 

can have one minifridge per person. 

 

Scotch (or Wall-Safe) 

Tape 

Not just for sticking things to walls, but also helps you make 

quick repairs. 

 

Command Hooks Also allows you to hold things on walls without damage. 

 

Christmas Lights bƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǳǇ ŀ ǊƻƻƳΦ 

 

Dry Erase Markers Some rooms have whiteboards outside of them. If you have 

one, draw something nice. 

 

Scissors Handy for opening packages. 

 

Hot Sauce LŦ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎǇƛŎȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 

 

Bicycle Faster than walking. 

 

Coffee Makers and 

Kettles 

Make sure that it is not a fire hazard. 

Raid Spray for Bugs aƻǎǘ ŘƻǊƳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōǳƎǎΦ /ŀƭƭ ǳǇ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ 

ƛƴŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭǎ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦ 

 

Power Strip Plug in multiple devices, especially if the plug is in a hard-to-

reach place. Note that extension cords are not allowed. 

 

Sticky Notes Nice for setting quick reminders or writing notes when you 

give roommates a care package (i.e., a bag of goodies). 
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ά5ƻƴΩǘ .ǊƛƴƎέ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ [ƛǎǘ 

 

Supply: Description: 

Microwaves Fire hazard. Go to communal kitchen to use one. 

 

Cooking Implements 

that Use Heat: Rice 

Cookers, Toasters  

Fire hazards part 2.  

Candles, Incense, 

Fireworks, Halogen 

Lamps, Space Heaters 

Fire hazards part 3. 

Laundry Quarters Laundry is free. 

 

Printer Printing is free up to 2700 sheets. 

 

Pets Unless approved as a service or support animal (see Chapter 

11.3). The exception is fish.  

 

Air Conditioning Units You can bring a desk fan though. Not all rooms will have AC. 

 

A Lot of T-Shirts You are going to get many free t-shirts, so save room for those. 

 

 

Fire Safety Checks happen four times annually. If you or your roommates get 

caught with a banned item, all pay the full fine.  

https://www.dailyprincetonian.com/article/2021/02/eating-clubs-personal-reflection-terrace-tower-colonial-cap
https://www.dailyprincetonian.com/article/2021/02/eating-clubs-personal-reflection-terrace-tower-colonial-cap
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See Chapter 10.5 ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ tŀŎƪƛƴƎ [ƛǎǘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛŦ 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΤ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

 

 

How to Get Things You Still Need, On-Campus 

 

Step: Details: 

1. Ask Everyone 

Around You 

¶ Incoming Roommates ς Ask them to bring it. 

¶ Zee Group ς Ask your zee group or zee group chat. 

¶ Neighbors ς Knock next door and introduce yourself. 

¶ w/!Ωǎκt!!ǎ ς Can help you find things. 

¶ Res College Office ς Often has vacuums, staples, etc. 

 

2. Go to the 

University Store 

¶ άU-{ǘƻǊŜέ Location ς Go to 36 University Place on 

campus, not Nassau Street. The one on Nassau is more 

like a gift shop than convenience store. 

¶ U-Store Membership ς For $25, you get 10% off future 

purposes. Good if you regularly need to buy things. 

 

3. Ask the 

Princeton 

Community 

¶ Email the Res College Email Listservs ς Check Chapter 

3.4 on how to subscribe to listservs. 

¶ Free and For Sale ς Group on Facebook. 

¶ ReTail ς New TigerApp that replaced the old Tiger Trade. 

¶ Resource Recovery Program ς Formally known as 

surplus, usually for University departments, but students 

are allowed to get used items too. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/forsaleatprinceton/?fref=ts
https://retail.tigerapps.org/
https://facilities.princeton.edu/services/resource-recovery-program
https://facilities.princeton.edu/services/resource-recovery-program
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4. Go to Nearby 

Stores 

¶ Nassau Street ς Many stores within walking distance, 

though many are expensive barring the thrift stores. 

¶ Princeton Area Thrift Stores ς According to this article, 

try Nearly New, Princeton Consignment, and Greene 

Street Consignment. 

¶ Weekend Shopper ς Target has many things. The 

Walmart has shut down. 

¶ 605 Bus ς Leads to Quakerbridge Mall. 

¶ Uber ς To stores outside Princeton, not at the mall. 

¶ Secondhand Stores ς Try Habitat for Humanity Restore, 

Skillman Furniture Store, Elephant in the Room Design, or 

One of a Kind Consignment. 

¶  

5. Order Online ¶ Amazon ς The usual go-to. 

¶ Pick Up ς Packages may be in a special tent during first 

couple weeks, after that it is usually in Frist Campus 

Center. 

¶ Processing Time ς Always expect a couple days of delay 

when awaiting a package. 

 

 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅΗ CƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ 

after orientation, and even then, not all classes really use the textbook. 

 

2.4) Moving In and Out 
 

 

TigerCard: 

https://tigercard.princeton.edu/ 

Lockout Service: 

https://www.dailyprincetonian.com/article/2021/08/thrift-consignment-frosh-issue-nassau-street-guide
https://www.nearlynewprinceton.com/
https://www.princetonconsign.com/
https://greenestreetstores.com/princeton
https://greenestreetstores.com/princeton
https://www.simon.com/mall/quaker-bridge-mall
https://www.habitatmonmouth.org/restore/?gclid=CjwKCAiA_9r_BRBZEiwAHZ_v103n7oHLWwjyn1YFue8gl7R_4uHTcNnxXkNo28_vzDrq1_0B7DDm_BoCtcgQAvD_BwE
http://www.skillmanfurniture.com/
http://www.elephantintheroomdesign.com/
https://www.facebook.com/One-Of-A-Kind-Consignment-529920517053768/
https://tigercard.princeton.edu/
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https://publicsafety.princeton.edu/safety-security/lockout-services 

Free and For Sale: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/forsaleatprinceton/?fref=ts 

Move Out Checklist by Housing: 

https://hres.princeton.edu/undergraduate-housing/move-in-move-out/move-

out 

Greening Move-Out by Office of Sustainability: 

https://sustain.princeton.edu/news/2021/guide-greening-move-out 

Service Point (All Technical Help): 

https://princeton.service-now.com/service?id=home 

 

 

If you lose your prox (Student ID card), you can get a new one at the 

Department of Housing and Residential Services in the New South Building, on 

M-F from 8:45 AM ς 5 PM. Outside those hours, call the Department of Public 

Safety (609-258-1000) for a loaner card, which will cost $30.  

 

 

Use the card holder that is given to you and place it on the back of your 

phone, placing your prox inside. Then hold the back of your phone to swipe 

into buildings, no taking it out necessary. You can buy another card holder at 

the U-Store. 

 

 

How to Move In 

 

Step: Details: 

https://publicsafety.princeton.edu/safety-security/lockout-services
https://www.facebook.com/groups/forsaleatprinceton/?fref=ts
https://hres.princeton.edu/undergraduate-housing/move-in-move-out/move-out
https://hres.princeton.edu/undergraduate-housing/move-in-move-out/move-out
https://sustain.princeton.edu/news/2021/guide-greening-move-out
https://princeton.service-now.com/service?id=home
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1. Talk to your 

roommate 

¶ Connect - Facebook, text, or email a few weeks before 

move-in. 

¶ Coordinate - What you both are going to bring.  

 

2. Double-Check 

Move-In Date 

¶ First Years ς Move in earlier than other class years for 

orientation. 

¶ Orientation Leaders ς Move in earlier than first years to 

prepare for orientation. 

 

3. (First Year) Get 

your prox 

¶ ¸ƻǳǊ άPǊƻȄΣέ ς Or άǇǊƻȄȅΣέ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ L5 ŎŀǊŘΣ 

officially known as a TigerCard.  

¶ Enter Campus Buildings - Tapping the Black rectangular 

scanners with the prox. 

 

4. Update your 

prox on a 

hotspot 

¶ Hotspot Locations ς Map here. 

¶ How to Update Prox ς Tap prox on metal square until 

light turns green. 

¶  
¶ Convenient Locations? ς Near Princeton Train Station 

and 1st floor (food gallery) Frist are both usually 

accessible without a prox. 

 

5. Find your room ¶ Google/Apple Maps ς To find the hall.  

¶ Locate Stairs/ Elevator ς Then figure out your route back 

to your stuff. 

¶ Prop the Door ς Use a trash or recycling can. 

 

6. Bring your stuff ¶ Large orange carts ς About 4 x 6 feet in area, use to roll 

in things easily. 

https://hres.princeton.edu/sites/g/files/toruqf196/files/2020-01/hotspot-map.pdf
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¶ Ask to Borrow ς If you see someone with a cart. Help 

them out too. 

¶ Use the Elevator ς To bring the cart to a higher level. 

¶ Leave Carts Outside ς For others to use when done. 

 

7. Unpack your 

things 

¶ Get Essentials First ς Toiletries, bedding, chargers, etc. 

¶ Decorations Later ς Unless super stylish. 

 

8. Check that 

everything 

works 

¶ Check Windows ς To see that blinds and windows close 

fully (keeps out cold air in winter). 

¶ Check Bathroom ς That toilet, sink, and shower work. 

¶ Check Bed ς Elevate your bed so that you can fit items 

under it. Or, if you want it bunked to save space. 

¶ Fill out a Work Order ς With this form, so that facilities 

can fix it. Usually takes a day or two for them to help.  

 

9. Take a walk ¶ Get Acquainted with the Area ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƭƻǎǘ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ  

¶ Find Key Areas ς Like Frist Campus Center, the U-Store, 

and laundry rooms. 

¶ Help Others Move-In ς Especially if they are doing it by 

themselves. 

 

10.  Get Missing 

Essentials 

¶ See Chapter 2.3 ς For details.  

 

11.  Establish 

Responsibilities 

with Your 

Roommate 

¶ Fill out the Roommate Contract ς LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

¶ Establish Rules ς Even without a roommate contract. 

¶ Coordinate Communication ς Best way to reach in an 

emergency. 

¶ Coordinate Wake-Up Time ς Especially if one person is a 

light sleeper. 

¶ Coordinate Shower Time ς If you have a private bath, 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƘƻǿŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

¶ Establish Cleanliness ς Who cleans what, how often, 

and how much. 

https://facilities.princeton.edu/services/request-service
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¶ Noise Levels ς Is it okay to play music? Quiet hours after 

11 PM?  

¶ Visitor Policy ς If sleepovers or parties are allowed. 

 

 

 

 

How to Move Out 

 

Step: Details: 

1. What to do 

with all your 

stuff 

¶ Free Shirts/Gear ς You will have more things than what 

you came in with. 

¶ Just Take Your Stuff  ς Χ.ǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ three other options 

ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ƛǘ. 

 

2. Summer 

storage 

¶ Free Summer Storage ς if you are a small-group 

orientation leader for the upcoming school year (i.e., OA, 

CA, DDA, etc.)Σ ƻǊ Ϸнлл ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ w/!Ωǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 

storage costs. 

¶ U-Haul ς Expensive but can split the cost with others.  

¶ Student Agencies ς Summer Storage agency stores all 

your items for the summer and loads them into your fall 

room, at a price. 

 

3. Selling excess 

items 

¶ Listserv Emails ς Offer individual items, or compile 

pictures of them into a PowerPoint (like άǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǎŀƭŜέ 

emails). Include contact and payment info (e.g., Venmo). 

¶ Free and For Sale ς Facebook group for selling, again. 

¶ Textbook Exchange ς Another Facebook group. 

¶ Labyrinth Books ς They buy back your textbooks for 15-

20% cash back. 
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¶ TigerTrade ς TigerApp for selling, currently inactive. 

¶ Friends ς Face-to-face sales are more persuasive. 

 

4. Disposing items ¶ Donate to Greening Move-Out ς They take food, 

furniture, clothes, and sometimes books. 

¶ Last Resort ς If Greening Move-hǳǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘΣ ǘƘǊƻǿ 

it in a dumpster. 

 

5. Efficiently 

packing 

¶ Start Early ς At least a couple days in advance. 

¶ Start with Decorations ς And pack essentials last. 

¶ Packing Clothes Tip ς Fold them into plastic bag and 

tighten, releasing air and saving space. 

¶ Rolling Clothes ς If you need to fit clothes in a small 

space, try rolling instead of folding. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ Pack Late at Night ς Let your roommate sleep.  

¶ Desperation Tactic ς Pǳǘ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜŘ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

ǎƭŜŜǇ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇŀŎƪŜŘΦ 

 

6. Double-check 

you have 

everything and 

move-out 

¶ Open Everything ς Including drawers and cabinets. 

¶ Move Stuff Out ς Put into common room first and check 

your bedroom is empty. 

¶ Check the Hall ς Check communal bathrooms and 

kitchens. 

¶ Find an Orange Cart ς If needed. 

¶ Contact Your Roommate ς If you forgot somethingΧ ŀƴŘ 

to say goodbye. 

 

 

 

 

2.5) Small-Group Orientation Programs 
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Orientation Programs: 

https://orientation.princeton.edu/small-group-experiences 

Admissions Blog on All Four Orientation Experiences: 

https://admission.princeton.edu/blogs/recap-small-group-orientation-

programs 

 

All first-years are required to be in one of the roughly week-long άǎƳŀƭƭ-group 

experiences.έ The program goals are: 

1. Foster community between first-years. 

2. Connect first years to upperclass students ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ w/! ŀƴŘ t!!ΩǎΦ 

3. Promote other aspects of the Princeton experience. 

Number 3 is how these programs differ, shown below. 

 

 

Small-Group Orientation Program Chart 

 

Program Exercise? Description 
 

OA ς Outdoor Action 

 

Yes, intensity 

varies. May not 

have showers. 

ά/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ōȅ ŎƘƻƛŎŜέ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ǘƘŀǘ 

pushes students outside of their 

comfort zones, literally, by going into 

the wilderness. 

 

CA ς Community Action 

 

No, except PBC or 

PEEC. 

Gets students involved in service, as per 

ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƳƻǘǘƻΣ άLƴ ǘƘŜ 

bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ 

ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΦέ 

 

https://orientation.princeton.edu/small-group-experiences
https://admission.princeton.edu/blogs/recap-small-group-orientation-programs
https://admission.princeton.edu/blogs/recap-small-group-orientation-programs
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DDA ς Dialogue and 

Difference in Action 

 

No Seminars in difficult conversations 

about identity, encouraging compassion 

and intellectual courageousness. 

 

AO ς Athlete Orientation 

 

Yes Gets student-athletes acquainted with 

their team. Fall athletes only. 

 

 

 

International Orientation is not one of the small-group programs. This occurs 

a couple days before other first-years move in to help students get acquainted 

to American life. They still participate in one of the programs above. 

 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ the cost of buying supplies stop you from doing OA! Ask 

their office, and they can provide supplies for you.  

 

Some orientation groups stay close for four years, whereas others ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪ 

much. The small group experience is not going to define your social life, especially 

since your zee group will be another small cohort.  

 

2.6) The Safety Presentations 
 

 

Umatter Website: 

https://umatter.princeton.edu/ 

Department of Public Safety (Phone: 609-258-1000): 

https://publicsafety.princeton.edu/ 

https://umatter.princeton.edu/
https://publicsafety.princeton.edu/
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5t{Ωǎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ¢ƛǇǎΥ 

https://publicsafety.princeton.edu/safety/safety-and-security#safety-tips 

First Year Residential Experience Program: 

https://odus.princeton.edu/living/FYRE 

 

 

Remember the safety presentations, especially on fire safety, sexual 

harassment, and alcohol. Incidents happen all the time and memorize the 

phone number for Public Safety. Check Chapter 12.4 on alcohol specifically. 

 

The safety presentations in a nutshell: 

1. 5ƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǳƴǎŀŦŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ 

2. Help others out if they are unsafe. 

3. Stop unsafe behaviors from occurring. 

 

Specific issues are covered more in-depth in Chapter 12, on Health. 

 

UMŀǘǘŜǊΩǎ ¢ƘǊŜŜ 5Ωǎ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ 

 

Method: Description: 

Distract wŜŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ ¦ǎŜ 

humor or an excuse to get the problematic person to stop. 

Direct Step in and separate individuals with assertive language. 

Delegate Ask others to help (e.g., friend, supervisor, bouncer, police 

officer). Be aware of emergency resources. 

 

https://publicsafety.princeton.edu/safety/safety-and-security#safety-tips
https://odus.princeton.edu/living/FYRE
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Expecting a dangerous situation? ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƎŜǊ{ŀŦŜ ŀǇǇΩǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ά²ƻǊƪ 

!ƭƻƴŜΣέ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƻǇ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎΣ 

it will alert an emergency contact. 

 

2.7) The Post-Small Group Experience 

Period 
 

Once you return from your small-group experience and the safety presentations, 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŘƻΧ 

 

 

Notable Post-Orientation Events  

 

Event: Details: 

Course Selection ¶ First-Year students only ς Classes are usually picked in 

the preceding semester, but only first year fall semester, 

classes are chosen a few days before starting. 

¶ Meet your academic advisor ς Get your courses 

approved by them for your first two semesters. 

 

Pre-Read Discussions ¶ With Your Zee Group ς A seminar discussion that 

prepares you for Princeton classes. 

¶ With the Whole Class ς An assembly with the author 

and discussants on a stage. 
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¶ ²ƛǘƘ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΩǎ President ς At each res college in the 

upcoming weeks for a dinner discussion. Take a picture 

with the president too! 

 

Academic Fair ¶ Majors/Concentrations ς Meet different departments 

and sign up for their email lists to hear more about their 

programs and related opportunities. 

¶ Minors/Certificates ς Also sign up for info about these. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ IŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ {ǳōǎŎǊƛōŜ ς You can always 

unsubscribe later, as per Chapter 3.4. LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƛƎƴ 

ǳǇΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿΦ 

 

Activities Fair ¶ All the Extracurriculars ς Will be present. See Chapter 8 

for more details on the types of clubs. 

¶ Civic Engagement Fair ς For service groups, usually 

located outside Dillon Gym at the same time as this.  

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ IŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ {ǳōǎŎǊƛōŜ ς Again, you can always 

unsubscribe. 

 

Campus Rec Expo ¶ All About Fitness ς Learn about various fitness programs 

or club sports. 

 

Pre-Rade ¶ A Literal Parade ς March through FitzRandolph Gates 

and officially become a Princeton student. 

¶ The Counterpart to the P-Rade ς ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƳŀǊŎƘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

FitzRandolph Gates during graduation to mark the end 

of your Princeton career. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ²ŀƭƪ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ DŀǘŜǎ !Ǝŀƛƴ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ P-Rade 

ς If you do, you may get cursed to never graduate. 

 

Freshmen Step Sing ¶ At Blair Arch ς Near Rocky and Mathey, the largest arch 

on campus.  

¶ Pop Songs ς You get a book of songs to go through with 

the first-year class. 
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¶ Princeton Tradition Songs ς ̧ ƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ άhƭŘ 

bŀǎǎŀǳέ ōȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ōȅ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

The Ice Cream Social ¶ Loud Music ς And ice cream, of course. 

¶ Very Packed ς In normal times, at least.  

 

First Year Families 

Weekend 

¶ Parents Come to Visit ς Also a good opportunity to get 

things you missed upon packing. 

¶ A Weekend a Few Weeks into Fall Semester ς So you 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

leaving them. 

¶ LǘΩǎ hƪŀȅ ƛŦ ¢ƘŜȅ /ŀƴΩǘ /ƻƳŜ ς Mƻǎǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ 

anyway. 

 

 

 

Explore your options during your first year. Clubs will be more eager to reach 

out to you during this time, and the first clubs you join might not be the ones 

you stick with.  

 

2.8) The Residential College System 
 

 

What are Residential Colleges? 

 

Description: Details: 

Just Groups of Dorm 

Buildings 

¶ Your New Home ς For the next two years, at least. 

¶ See Map Below ς For locations of each res college. 

https://ffw.princeton.edu/
https://ffw.princeton.edu/
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¶ Started in 1967 ς When First (formerly Wilson) College 

became a residential community.  

¶ Randomly Assigned ς LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ IŀǊǊȅ tƻǘǘŜǊ ǎƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƘŀǘΣ 

but nothing to do with your personality. 

¶ The People You Live With ς Many of your first friends 

will be made here. 

 

What Each Res College 

Has 

¶ A Dining Hall ς Sometimes shared with the sister 

college. Not required to eat there all the time. 

¶ A College Office ς Where you can talk to res college 

staff. 

¶ Res College Activities ς Sponsored social activities like 

study breaks or trips to Broadway in New York. 

¶ ! ά{ƛǎǘŜǊ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜέ ς Each res college is paired with 

another for the sake of community. 

 

The Res College 

Community 

¶ Res College Staff ς The people that will support you all 

four years, even if you live there only two years. 

¶ First Years and Sophomores ς Required to live with 

their res college. 

¶ Some Upperclass Students ς Only Butler, Mathey, and 

CƛǊǎǘ ŀǊŜ άŦƻǳǊ-ȅŜŀǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎΣέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ Ƨǳƴiors and 

seniors can live there. Other res colleges will soon be 

four-year colleges too. 

 

The New 7th, 8th, and 

9th Res Colleges 

¶ 7th Res College ς Will be completed in Summer 2022, 

south of Poe Field. 

¶ 8th Res College ς Will be completed in Summer 2022. 

¶ 9th Res College ς Named Hobson College, will be 

completed in Fall 2026. Will replace First College. 

 

 

 

Res College Locations on Campus 
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LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴ-colored dorms on this map are, they are 

upperclass dorms. Dorms are mostly in the west, while academic buildings are 

more towards the east. To hear more about upperclass housing, see Chapter 

11 on housing.  

 

 

The Six Res Colleges 
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Res College: Details: 

Butler 

 

 
 

 

¶ Halls ς 1915, Wu, 1976, Yoseloff, 1967, Bogle, Wilf, 

Bloomberg Halls. 

¶ Known For ς New dorms with good AC. 

¶ Sister College ς First. 

First (formerly 

known as 

ά²ƛƭǎƻƴέύ 

 

 
 

¶ Halls ς Walker, Feinberg, 1939, 1937, 1927-Clapp, 

Dodge-Osborn, Gauss, Wilcox, 1938. 

¶ Known For ς Oldest res college. 

¶ Sister College ς Butler. 

¶ Why the Name Change? ς Woodrow Wilson was racist. 

https://paw.princeton.edu/article/princeton-renames-wilson-school-and-residential-college-citing-former-presidents-racism
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Rocky 

 

 
 

¶ Halls ς Madison, Holder, Campbell, Buyers, 

Witherspoon. 

¶ Known For ς Gothic architecture. 

¶ Sister College ς Mathey. 

Mathey 

 

 

 

¶ Halls ς Hamilton, Joline, Blair, Little, Edwards Halls, 

Campbell 5/6. 

¶ Known For ς Looking exactly like Rocky. 

¶ Sister College ς Rocky. 
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Forbes 

 

 

 

¶ Halls ς Main LƴƴΣ !ƴƴŜȄ όŀƴŘ ά!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴέύΣ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ 

Wing, all part of the same building, roughly. 

¶ Known For ς CƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ άtǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ Lƴƴέ and being a 

long walk from other parts of campus. 

¶ Sister College ς Whitman. 

Whitman 

 

 

 

¶ Halls ς Fisher, North, Hargadon, Lauritzen, South Baker, 

and 1981 Halls. 

¶ Known For ς Single rooms and dark brown interiors. 

¶ Sister College ς Forbes. 
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Forbes is objectively the best res college.  

ς Sincerely, a biased Forbesian. 

 

2.9) Residential College Staff 
 

 

Residential College Staff People: 

Butler/First/Forbes/Rocky/Mathey/Whitman 

PAA Network: 

http://paanet.princeton.edu/  

 

The staff of your residential college will support you through all four years of your 

tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ jobs: 

 

 

Residential College Staff Roles  

 

Title: Description: 
 

Head of College ¶ The Top Dog ς Sets res college priorities and organizes 

activities. 

 

Dean ¶ Overlooks ς academic affairs and student life.  

¶ Upperclass Advising ς i.e., juniors/seniors, including 

academics. 

 

https://butlercollege.princeton.edu/people/college-staff
https://firstcollege.princeton.edu/people/college-staff
https://forbescollege.princeton.edu/people/staff
https://rockefellercollege.princeton.edu/people/staff-0
https://matheycollege.princeton.edu/people/college-staff/central-office-staff
https://whitmancollege.princeton.edu/people/staff
http://paanet.princeton.edu/
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Director of Studies 

(DoS) 

¶ Academics ς Advising for first years and sophomores. 

 

Director of Student 

Life (DSL) 

¶ Manages Students ς w/!ΩǎΣ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ 

social/disciplinary issues. 

 

College Program 

Administrator 

¶ Money ς Budget and operations 

 

College Office 

Coordinator 

¶ Bring it Together ς Works with Dean, DoS, DSL, College 

Program Administrator in the office. 

 

Faculty Advisors ¶ Academic Advisors ς Work with first years for course 

selection. 

¶ Switch Your Advisor ς Request to change your faculty 

advisor at any time. 

¶ Replaced in Upperclass Years ς Swapped with 

departmental advisor when you declare a concentration 

όάƳŀƧƻǊέύΦ 

 

 

 

Residential College Student Leaders  

 

Title: Description: 
 

Residential College 

!ŘǾƛǎƻǊǎ όw/!Ωǎύ 

¶ !Y! άw!Ωǎέ ς Called Residential Advisors at any other 

college. 

¶ Upperclass Students ς These are juniors and seniors. 

¶ !ŘǾƛǎŜ ŀ CƛǊǎǘ ¸ŜŀǊ ά½ŜŜ DǊƻǳǇέ ς ά½ŜŜǎέ ƻǊ άŀŘǾƛǎŜŜǎέ 

are first years that the RCA holds weekly meetings with. 

¶ Ask Them Anything ς with any questions about Princeton 

life. 

 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/advising/advising-residential-colleges/faculty-advisers


CHAP 2: ARRIVING ON CAMPUS TABLE OF CONT. SECTION 1: GETTING STARTED 

PREV. CHAP (1: HOW TO USE) 55 NEXT CHAP (3: STAY INFORMED) 

!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ w/!Ωǎ 

ό!w/!Ωǎύ 

¶ Sophomore Advising ς Less involved than first year 

advising. 

¶ Larger Groups ς They can be advising ~50 sophomores. 

 

Peer Academic 

Advisors όt!!Ωǎύ 

¶ Academics But More ς As upperclass students, they can 

answer most things. 

¶ PAA Network ς ! ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ t!!Ωǎ ŀǘ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ here. 

¶ !ǎƪ hǘƘŜǊ t!!Ωǎ ς For specific majors, find the PAA in 

ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛǘΣ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ 

you. 

 

Residential College 

Council 

¶ Elected Group of Students ς Includes both first years and 

sophomores. 

¶ Social Events and Gear ς They build the res college 

community. 

 

Residential Graduate 

Students όwD{Ωǎύ 

¶ tƘΦ 5 ŀƴŘ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ς Living in the res college in special 

rooms. 

¶ 10 Hrs/Wk on College Activities ς Expect them to be 

involved in student life. 

¶ Ask About Post-Undergrad Life ς Being an adult, applying 

to grad school. 

 

Dormitory Assistants 

ό5!Ωǎύ 

¶ An RCA for Upperclass Students ς You will only run into 

them if you live in housing for juniors and seniors. 

¶ No Advising ς They just make sure housing is okay. 

 

 

 

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜƭǇ. Peer Health 

Advisors, LGBTQIA+ Peer Educators, and Student Technology Consultants are 

all assigned by res college. However, if you have an issue that they can 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ 

 

Residential College Workers 

https://admission.princeton.edu/blogs/peer-academic-advising
https://admission.princeton.edu/blogs/peer-academic-advising
http://paanet.princeton.edu/
https://odoc.princeton.edu/rgs
https://odoc.princeton.edu/rgs
https://odus.princeton.edu/living/assistant
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These include janitors, dining hall workers, and repair workers.  

Make sure to say hi and thank them for the work that they do. They are often 

underappreciated. This goes for all service workers on campus.
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Chapter 3:  Talking to 

People &  Stay ing 

Informed  
 

 

Talking ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘƛŎƪȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΧ 

 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘΥ 

¶ Why and how you should talk to people, and who you can talk to. 

¶ How to subscribe to the residential college listservs. 

¶ Platforms to help you keep informed about campus events. 
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Chapter 3 Table of Contents: 
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3.3) The Short List of People You Should Talk To .............................................................. 71 

3.4) Res College Listservs and Emails................................................................................. 75 
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3.1) The Most Important Lesson: Talk to 

People! 
 

 

This guide can only take you so far! I cover the basics here, but for advice 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǳƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ talk to people. 

 

Past the small group orientation period, no one is going to tell you what to do. So, 

you need to talk to a lot of people. 

  

 

Why You Need to Talk to People 

 

Reason: Details: 
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Learn about 

opportunities 

Extracurriculars, jobs, or life tips that you only learn through 

solid networking. This is an important skill for post-graduation 

too. 

Recommendations and 

References 

You need these for job applications or grad school. 

Award Nominations tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ 

Building a Support 

Network 

Not just friends who emotionally support you, but professors 

and faculty who can advocate for you in bad times. 

Stronger Academic 

Engagement 

Professors are much more available at Princeton than other 

ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǉǳŀƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ to challenge 

your ideas and learn. 

People are Pretty Cool ¸ƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

(students and teachers) in one place again in your life. Except 

for Reunions. 

 

 

General Strategies for Talking to People, 

Based on Who You Are 

 

Student 

Demographic: 

Details: 

 

From a Private School or 

Well-Endowed Public 

High School 

¶ This is Normal ς CŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ 

¶ Help Others Out ς Give others tips or accompany 

them to situations where they might not be 

comfortable talking. 
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Introverts or Socially 

Anxious People 

¶ Learn this Skill Early ς Lǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅΣ ōǳǘ 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊŜƎƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦ 

¶ Quality over Quantity ς Make the most of interactions 

you have; avoid exhausting yourself with too many. 

¶ Choose Type of Interactions ς ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 

network at conferences if they are irrelevant. 

¶ Getting Help ς Consider talking to Counseling and 

Psychological Services for help navigating social 

anxiety. LǘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ confidential. 

 

Underserved (Public) 

School Students 

¶ A Foreign Concept ς Teachers in public schools often 

try to keep classes in order, while at Princeton, they 

are paid (well) to help you succeed. Get used to this.  

¶ To Your Advantage ς You have the most to gain out of 

college (i.e., social mobility), so use all the human 

resources. 

¶ LǘΩǎ Not Kissing Up ς If you let this hold you back, other 

students are going to gain large advantages over you. 

¶ Be Genuine ς Faculty know you need to build 

relationships. 

 

 

3.2) How to Talk to People: Step-by-

Step  
 

 

This subchapter of the guide is very in-depth because talking to people is 

ƘŀǊŘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ƻǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ Many 

other chapters will reference this specific subchapter. 

 

https://uhs.princeton.edu/counseling-psychological-services
https://uhs.princeton.edu/counseling-psychological-services
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Key Types of Interactions 

 

Interaction: Details: 

Office Hours Time set aside by professors for you to ask questions outside of 

class time. 

Job Interviews Before you get hired for a job, so your employer can get to 

know you. 

Informational 

Interviews 

A meeting with a job recruiter that tells you about the place you 

might want to work for. 

Meeting Upperclass 

Students 

Any time with a student in a higher class year than you. 

Meeting Alumni Meeting someone who graduated in your major, met at an 

event, or reached out to via TigerNet. 

Networking Events Meant for you to build connections and find job opportunities. 

ά/ƻƭŘέ 9Ƴŀƛƭǎ Any email sent to people that you have never met before. 

People may not respond, but those that do are usually helpful. 

Any Conversation Everyone has something you can learn from. 
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Five Phases of Talking to People: 

 

Phase: Details: 

1. Pre-Reach Out Before you reach out to the person. 

2. Reaching Out How you reach out (e.g., mediums, manners, etc.). 

3. Pre-Interaction Preparing to talk to the person. 

4. Interaction Talking to the person. 
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5. Debriefing Reviewing what you learned from the meeting. 

 

Use the following ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΤ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ 

everything listed here every time.   

 

 

 

Talking to People: Pre-Reaching Out Phase 

 

Strategy: Details: 

Plan Out How Many 

Interactions 

¶ Start Easy ς 1-2 challenging interactions per day so you 

have time to debrief and rest. 

¶ Recovery Time ς Budget 1-2 hours between interactions 

to rest and prepare for further interactions. 

 

Decide on Medium of 

Interaction 

¶ Email ς If you just want a small question answered, this 

is easiest. 

¶ In-Person ς If the person is nearby, ask them to join you 

in a coffee shop. For students, dining hall, Frist Campus 

Center, and casual walks also work. 
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¶ (Video) Call ς If not nearby, ask to call them. Use video if 

more comfortable. 

 

Ask a Friend to Join ¶ If Appropriate ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ Ƨƻō ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ ōǳǘ ŦƛƴŜ 

to bring a classmate to office hours. 

¶ Who? ς A classmate, zee group member, or random 

friend. Upper class student if appropriate. 

 

Get Practice ¶ Center for Career Development Help ς They can look 

over your emails or help you plan what to say. Sign up 

for free appointments or walk-in office hours. More in 

Chapter 14.1. 

¶ Write an Outline ς With your goals, what you plan to 

say, and how you say it. 

 

 

 

Talking to People: Reaching Out Phase 

 

Strategy: Details: 
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Email Greetings ¶ 5ŜŀǊΧ - The safest openingΣ ŦƻǊƳŀƭΦ άIƛ ώbŀƳŜϐέ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

casual with them. 

¶ Copy Their Greeting ς If they say, άIƛ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ/ [Your 

bŀƳŜϐέΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άIƛ ώ¢ƘŜƛǊ bŀƳŜϐέ ōŀŎƪΦ Same for 

closings. 

¶ Mr./Mrs.? ς Most preceptors want you to call them by 

their first name (as grad students only a few years older). 

Many professors do too, but never hurts to initially call 

ǘƘŜƳ άtǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊǎ ώ·ϐέ or ask how they want to be called. 

¶ Gender? ς You can check faculty bios to see what 

ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǳǎŜ άǘƘŜȅΣέ until you know their 

pronouns. 

 

Email Closings ¶ .ŜǎǘΧ - ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘΦ ά{ƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅέ ƻǊ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ 

¶ The Formal ς ά{ƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅέ ƻǊ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΦέ CƻǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊǎΣ 

most are okay with less formal closings.  

 

Appointment Sign-

Ups 

¶ WASE ς Web Appointment Scheduling Engine. Click an 

available time and you should get a confirmation email. 

¶ Calendly ς Click a time and send over any materials if 

necessary. 

 

Ask Someone to Read 

Over Your Email 

¶ Center for Career Development ς Set up a free 

appointment and after that, feel free to send emails to 

career counselors. Or go to open hours. 

¶ A Parent, Older Sibling, Upperclass StudentsΣ w/!Ωǎ ς 

May be more likely to have experience with emails. 

¶ Things to Check for ς Typos, clarity, length (be brief).  

 

Follow Up on Emails ¶ Bump in 4-5 Days ς {ŜƴŘ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƭƛƪŜ άƧǳǎǘ ŎƛǊŎƭƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΗέ 

¶ If They DƻƴΩǘ Respond Again ς Wait another week, and 

then one more bump email.  

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ Take it Personally ς Sometimes people are just busy 

or lose emails in their inbox. 
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Email Content ¶ ¸ƻǳ 5ƻƴΩǘ bŜŜŘ ǘƻ {ŀȅ ¸ƻǳǊ bŀƳŜ ς ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻƴ 

your email address and closing. 

¶ Who You Are ς Instead, describe what you study or are 

interested in. 

¶ Purpose for Meeting ς Tell them what you want to do and 

why you want to do it with them. 

¶ Suggest Location/Format ς E.g., meet in person at Frist, or 

video call at 3 PM. 

¶ Set a Time, on Your Schedule ς {ŀȅ άL ŀƳ ŦǊŜŜ ŀǘ Ȅ Řŀȅ ŀǘ ȅ 

ǘƛƳŜΦέ DƛǾŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻƻΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ н Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜΦ 

Set this ƴƻǿΤ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭȅ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 

ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ. 

 

Video Calls ¶ Send the Video Call Link ς Once the other person 

confirms that they are available. 

¶ Google Calendar Invites ς Optional, but some people 

appreciate it and helps them to keep organized. 

 

 

 

 

Talking to People: Pre-Interaction Phase 
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Strategy: Details: 

Go to the Bathroom ¶ Find the Bathroom ς ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

middle of a conversation. 

¶ Stall for Time ς Arrive early but you can hide in the 

ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅΧ hǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦ 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ 5Ǌƛƴƪ ¢ƻƻ aǳŎƘ ²ŀǘŜǊ ς Be hydrated, but too 

much defeats the point of going to the bathroom. 

 

Dress Code ¶ Job Interviews ς Dress more formally but depends on the 

workplace. Business casual (e.g., a button-down shirt) is 

always a safe choice. 

¶ Talking to Professors/Anyone Else ς Casual is fine if 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƳŜǎǎȅΦ 

 

Take a Deep Breath ¶ Square Breathing ς Not just a strategy for the socially 

anxious, but a solid relaxation measure for anyone. 

Breathe in, hold, breathe out, and hold, for 4-7 seconds 

at each stage. 

 

Write a Plan ¶ 2+ Questions ς Make sure to have a second question in 

case the first one is answered quickly. Keep in mind what 

the other person is skilled in answering. 

¶ Calculate Time ς How long will it take for these questions 

to be answered? 

¶ Goals ς What are your goals for this interaction? To 

establish better relationships? Learn? Be better at talking 

to professors? 

¶ Anticipate Answers ς If you are nervous about negative 

responses, write down how you might handle objections 

ǘƻ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƛǘΩll be alright.  

 

Do Some Background 

Research 

¶ Probably Unnecessary for Friend Meet-Ups ς But good 

for knowing a job interviewer. 
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¶ TigerBook ς Allows you to check what they look like, so 

that you have an easier time finding them if meeting up 

in person. 

¶ Social Media ς LinkedIn for professional background, 

Facebook for casual background. 

 

 

 

 

Talking to People: Interaction Phase 

 

Strategy: Details: 

Ask to Record ¶ Always Ask Permission ς Some people are 

uncomfortable being recorded. 

¶ Why Record? ς ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǎ 

many notes in the moment, allowing you to be more 

engaged in the conversation. Not necessary for casual 

interactions. 

¶ Ask Early in the Meeting ς Just so you ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ŀƴȅ 

key details. 
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¶ Recording Tools ς Usually in-built in video calling 

software like Zoom but use recording apps on your 

phone for in-person. 

¶ Consider Context ς tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ 

ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀ Ƨƻō ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛon 

and benefit, then recording is practical. 

 

Talk Clearly ¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ¢ŀƭƪ ¢ƻƻ Cŀǎǘ ς LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŜƴ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎΦ 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ¦ǎŜ WŀǊƎƻƴ ς Unless you are sure your audience 

understands it. 

¶ Try Mirroring ς aŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŜŘ 

and tone for more natural conversation. 

 

Hold a Balanced 

Conversation 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ LƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘ ς 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ 5ƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ ƛƴ /ŀǎǳŀƭ {ŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ς Keep speaking time 

to 50-50 for each person.  

¶ Job Interviews? ς They might be expecting you to talk 

more, but the secret is that if you can get the job 

ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƭƛƪŜ 

you better than other applicants. 

¶ Build Off of What the Other Person Says ς This ensures 

that you engage with the other and not just talk about 

yourself. 

¶ Nod or React to What People Say ς This shows that 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ 

¶ Be Natural ς ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǇƭǳƎ 

your resume every time you talk. Be friendly. 

¶ Ask if You Can Take Notes ς If you need to, so people 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻΦ 

 

Keep Time  ¶ wŜǎǇŜŎǘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ¢ƛƳŜ ς 5ƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ р ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ 

over the expected time, even if you came late. 

¶ Track Time ς Note the clock in the room or wear a 

ǿŀǘŎƘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǎƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ŘƛǎƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ 

though. 
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¶ Casual Ending Conversation ς If your questions were 

answered early, ŀǎƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Řŀȅ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

going to do next. 

¶ Ending Early ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ŘǊŀƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ 

than it needs to if unnatural or over time. 

 

Make Sure You Hit the 

Important Points 

¶ A Checklist? ς Bring one and check at the end of the 

meeting if you met all your goals. 

¶ 5ƛŘƴΩǘ DŜǘ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ tƻƛƴǘǎΚ ς Try setting up a follow-up 

ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ 

out. 

 

 

 

 

Talking to People: Debriefing Phase 

 

Strategy: Details: 

Review Notes ¶ ²ǊƛǘŜ bƻǘŜǎ ƛŦ ¸ƻǳ IŀǾŜƴΩǘ ς Things you learned are 

fresh in your mind for about 48 hours. 

¶ What Did You Learn? ς LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳǳŎƘΣ ǘƘƛƴƪ 

about how you can prepare better questions. 
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¶ Reach Out Again? ς Consider if you need to talk to them 

again later or reach out to someone else for more info. 

¶ Talk to a Friend ς Can help if you are not sure what to 

make of an interaction. 

¶ Improvement? ς Write down how you could improve 

and keep it by you when planning the next interaction. 

¶ LŦ Lǘ DƻŜǎ .ŀŘƭȅΧ - LǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ 

ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǊƛƎƘǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

future to do better. 

 

Follow-Up ¶ Job Interviews ς Make sure to send a brief follow-up 

email thanking them for their time and a detail about 

your interview to show your enthusiasm for the job. 

¶ Casual Interactions ς If you like, ask them to hang out at 

an event or text them with other questions or topics of 

interest. 

¶ Not Required All the Time ς ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ-

up with a professor after office hours or a friend after 

ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΦ 

¶ Social Media Connections ς A Facebook/Instagram 

follow or LinkedIn connection with a friend can keep you 

up to date on the cool things happening in their life.  

 

 

 

Remember that you are talking to human beings! It is easy to be intimidated 

by famous professors, but they have families, take time off, or even eat junk 

food. Always thank people for their time and be forgiving if something comes 

up (which happens a lot, to human beings). 

 

3.3) The Short List of People You Should 

Talk To 
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TigerBook (Student Directory with Emails): 

https://tigerbook.herokuapp.com/ 

Residential College Facebook (Also the Student Directory): 

https://collface.deptcpanel.princeton.edu/  

 

 

People You Should Talk to 

 

Title: Description: 
 

Students Assigned to 

¸ƻǳ όw/!ΩǎΣ !w/!ΩǎΣ 

t!!Ωǎύ 

¶ Literally Their Job ς ̧ ƻǳǊ w/! όάwŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

!ŘǾƛǎƻǊέύ ƛǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳΦ !ǎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ 

¶ Ask About Other Things ς You may be assigned a PAA 

(Peer Academic Advisor), but they can answer questions 

ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎǎ όŜΦƎΦΣ άǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ƘŀƭƭΚέύ 

¶ Casual First Contact ς Good non-stressful person to talk 

to. 

¶ See Chapter 2.9 ς for more details on these. 

 

Residential College 

Staff 

¶ Also, Their Job ς To talk to you. Though, they are more 

official. 

¶ Get Connected to the Right People ς IŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

answer it themselves. 

¶ Official First Contact ς Most administrative problems go 

through them first. 

¶ See Chapter 2.9 ς For more details again. 

 

Professors and 

Preceptors 

¶ Office Hours ς They literally have time for you to go talk 

to them. Do it. 

https://tigerbook.herokuapp.com/
https://collface.deptcpanel.princeton.edu/
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¶ Academics, but Also Life ς Many students casually talk 

to professors about their life, though they first start out 

just talking about academics. 

¶ Preceptors are Just Grad Students ς Ask for grad school 

ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƎǊŀŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Řƻ ƻƴ-

campus. Younger and cooler than professors sometimes. 

 

Upperclass Students ¶ Upperclass = Juniors/Seniors ς This is because by junior 

year, people have chosen their majors, joined eating 

clubs, and often no longer live in the res colleges. 

¶ Academic Advice ς They know which professors or 

departments to avoid. 

¶ Eating Club Advice ς Since they are in the eating clubs. 

¶ Career Development ς They can read things you write 

ƻǊ ƎƛǾŜ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

also pursuing. 

¶ Just Friends ς ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƛŎƪ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴg friends 

with just those in your class year. 

 

Students in Your Class 

Year/Underclass 

Students 

¶ Your Class Year ς Make friends with people doing the 

same things as you to form study or support groups! 

¶ Underclass Students ς Give them advice that will help 

them succeed. 

¶ People Who Do Different Things ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǎǘǳŎƪ ƛƴ 

your bubble. Be open to new people, ideas, and 

activities. 

¶ Just Friends ς Anyone is a potential friend. 

 

Campus Offices ¶ For Interpersonal Problems ς Some notable ones are 

SHARE (Sexual Harassment/Assault Advising, Resources, 

and Education), Carl A. Fields Center for Equality and 

Understanding, and Accessibility Center (Disability 

Services). 

¶ More Logistical Problems ς Facilities, Grounds, Office of 

Information Technology (for tech issues). 

¶ Affinity Based Offices ς [ƛƪŜ [D.¢ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 

Center, and Office of Religious Life.  
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¶ See Chapter 15 ς For resources for most affinity groups. 

 

Alumni ¶ Use TigerNet ς A directory of all the alumni ever. Search 

for similar majors, class years, or career paths. 

¶ Send Them an Email ς ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ άŎƻƭŘέ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ 

όƛΦŜΦΣ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿύΦ LŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

ŀƴƴƻȅŜŘΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƴƴƻȅŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƘǳƳŀƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦ 

¶ Career Advice ς Most helpful to see how alums navigate 

their life and work. Set up a time to talk. 

¶ ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ DƛǾŜ aƻǊŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ς Talk to more people 

until you reach your goals. 

 

Job Interviewers and 

Recruiters 

¶ Job Fairs ς To find recruiters or put your name down on 

mailing lists. 

¶ Job Interviews ς When you apply for any job. 

¶ Informational Interviews ς Reach out to companies or 

people who work in the field to hear what they do. 

 

 

 

Specialized Student Leaders 

 

Title: Description: 
 

Peer Health Advisors 

όtI!Ωǎύ 

¶ Health Related Activities ς Study breaks with healthy 

things. 

¶ Referrals to University Health Services ς LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

sure what your diagnosis is. 

¶ All Kinds of Issues ς Particularly alcohol, sleep, mental 

health, physical health, nutrition, sexual health, and 

stress. 

 

https://uhs.princeton.edu/health-promotion-prevention-services/peer-health-advisers-phas
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LGBTQIA+ Peer 

Educators 

¶ LGBT Identity ς Covering issues such as gender identity, 

sexual orientation, and romantic orientation. 

¶ Educating ς Through panels and workshops. 

¶ Peer Support ς Peers are less awkward than talking to 

adults. 

 

Fields Center Fellows ¶ Events ς Host workshops, trainings, and dialogue. 

¶ Support Against Bias and Discrimination ς Peers are 

great for hitting the sensitive issues. 

 

Peer Career 

Ambassadors 

¶ Brush Up Job Basics ς Resume, cover letter, interviews, 

career things. 

¶ Modern Job Seeking ς People change jobs more than 20 

years ago, so this calls for newer strategies. 

 

Student Technology 

Consultants 

¶ Contact ς stchelp@princeton.edu or 609-258-4357 for 

OIT Support 

¶ Digital Kids ς Be assured they know basic tech things 

and can find the person specialized for big problems. 

 

SHARE Peers ¶ Directory ς Here 

¶ Peer Confidant ς Talking about these issues can be 

weird with adults.  

 

 

 

3.4) Res College Listservs and Emails 
 

 

Listserv Subscription Website: 

https://lists.princeton.edu/cgi-bin/wa?REPORT&z=3 

Listserv Email Lists Search: 

https://lists.princeton.edu/cgi-bin/wa?INDEX 

http://lgbt.princeton.edu/peered
http://lgbt.princeton.edu/peered
http://fieldscenter.princeton.edu/center-fellows
https://careerdevelopment.princeton.edu/pca
https://careerdevelopment.princeton.edu/pca
https://princeton.service-now.com/service?id=kb_article&sys_id=83928bcd4fe076001961f7e18110c7e4
https://princeton.service-now.com/service?id=kb_article&sys_id=83928bcd4fe076001961f7e18110c7e4
mailto:stchelp@princeton.edu
https://share.princeton.edu/get-involved/peers
https://lists.princeton.edu/cgi-bin/wa?REPORT&z=3
https://lists.princeton.edu/cgi-bin/wa?INDEX
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The LIPService Guide to Listservs (Instructions w/ Pictures): 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F6-

pEWQZx3MevAJI_KbadAArtd7LPDxmg59QsZgyzEU/edit?usp=sharing 

  

 

Subscribe to at least one residential college listserv! You will miss out on a 

devastating number of opportunities if you do not.  

 

 

What are Listservs? 

 

Quality: Details: 

An Email List ¶ Subscribe ς Go to https:// lists.princeton.edu and sign in 

with your netid. 

¶ Send Emails ς To all the people on the list. 

¶ Receive Those Emails ς A good way to stay informed. 

 

Residential College 

Listservs 

¶ NOT tƘŜ άhŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ [ƛǎǘǎŜǊǾǎ ς Your official listservs are 

named ƭƛƪŜ άŦƻǊōŜǎ-нмΣέ όŦƻǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ CƻǊōŜǎƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ 

the Class of 2021). 

¶ Voluntary ς You must sign up for these yourself, and 

most posts are by students, not staff. 

¶ Advertisements ς Student post events and 

opportunities on here. 

¶ Finding Items ς If you lose something or need 

something quickly, ask here. 

¶ Most Res College Listservs Open to Everyone ς You can 

subscribe to all res college listservs except for First, 

which is only open to its specific residents. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F6-pEWQZx3MevAJI_KbadAArtd7LPDxmg59QsZgyzEU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F6-pEWQZx3MevAJI_KbadAArtd7LPDxmg59QsZgyzEU/edit?usp=sharing
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¶ All Six Listservs Virtually the Same ς The Rocky listserv 

hardly ever talks about Rocky-related events, but 

(usually) every res college listserv receives 

advertisements from the same student groups. 

 

Other Listservs ¶ Club Listservs ς To receive updates about meetings or 

events in that specific club. 

¶ Freefood ς To hear about free food leftover from 

campus events. 

¶ Academic Programs ς To hear about lectures, summer 

opportunities, and more. 

 

 

 

 

Residential College Listserv Names 

 

Residential College: Listserv Name: 
 

Butler ButlerBuzz 

First FirstComeFirstServ 

Rocky RockyWire 

Mathey MatheyMail 

Forbes Re-INNformer 

Whitman WhitmanWire 

 

 



CHAP 3: TALKING & INFORMED TABLE OF CONT. SECTION 1: GETTING STARTED 

PREV. CHAP (2: ARRIVING) 78 NEXT CHAP (4: ACAD REQS) 

 

Why You Need to Subscribe to the Res College 

Listservs 

 

Reason: Details: 
 

Job, Academic, and 

Extracurricular 

Opportunities 

¶ Discover Something New ς ²ƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

opportunity, you should still hear about every 

opportunity in case you do become interested. 

¶ Be in the Loop ς Sometimes events will only be 

advertised here a few days before.  

 

Political Action and 

Fundraising 

¶ USG Referendums ς They need signatures to be on the 

ballot. Sign them. 

¶ Petitions ς When the Princeton administration does 

wrong, sign these ASAP. 

¶ Emergency Fundraising ς Help out people who end up 

in bad situations.  

 

Advertising Your Own 

Events 

¶ Club Duties ς This is the first place you should advertise 

to, because hitting all the residential college listservs 

means hitting ~80% of the campus population.  

¶ Subscribe and Unsubscribe ς You need to be a 

subscriber to send emails, but that also means you must 

receive emails. 

 

LǘΩǎ aŀƴŀƎŜŀōƭŜ ¶ 30 Minutes Now, Save Hours Later ς Sit down and set 

up the strategies below earlyΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŀǾŜ yourself 

day-to-day suffering. 
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How to Sign Up for the (Res College) Listservs 

 

 

Step: Details: 

1. Go to 

lists.princeton.edu 

¶ Login with your Princeton email and password ς 

Put your full email (e.g., xxxx@princeton.edu, not 

just xxxx). 

¶ Bookmark this Page ς To adjust your settings later. 

https://lists.princeton.edu/cgi-bin/wa?REPORT&z=3
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2. Dƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά9Ƴŀƛƭ 

[ƛǎǘǎέ ¢ŀō 

¶ Top Left ς Or you can just follow this link here. 

3. Search for the 

Listserv Name 

¶ Refer to the Res College Listserv Names Table ς 

!ƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ CƻǊōŜǎ ƭƛǎǘǎŜǊǾ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ άCƻǊōŜǎ-нмΦέ 

4. Click on it and 

Subscribe 

¶ Settings ς You can change those later. 

5. Check for a 

Confirmation Email 

¶ WhitmanWire Particularly ς The other res college 

listservs you can subscribe without clicking a 

confirmation email. 

6. Change Your 

Settings/Unsubscribe 

¶ Dƻ ǘƻ ά{ǳōǎŎǊƛōŜǊΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊέ ς Right next to the 

ά9Ƴŀƛƭ [ƛǎǘǎέ ǘŀōΦ 

¶ Click on άώ{9¢¢LbD{ϐέ ς Next to each listserv name 

and adjust settings (e.g., turn email headers on so 

aŀǘƘŜȅaŀƛƭ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ άώaŀǘƘŜȅaŀƛƭϐέ in 

the subject). 

¶ Unsubscribe ς Button at the bottom of the page. 

 

 

 

Learn to manage your emails early. A few minutes now will save you time 

every day, adding up quickly. 

 

 

How to Manage Your Emails Efficiently 

 

Strategy: Details: 

Filter Res College Emails 

into a Folder 

1. Go to settings ƛƴ DƳŀƛƭ όǘƘŜ ƎŜŀǊ ƛŎƻƴύ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά{ŜŜ !ƭƭ 

{ŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΦέ 
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2. Dƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άCƛƭǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ .ƭƻŎƪŜŘ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎέ ¢ŀō and 

ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ bŜǿ CƛƭǘŜǊΦέ 

3. Customize Filter ς E.g., Ǉǳǘ άRe-

INNformer@princeton.eduέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άCǊƻƳέ ǘŀō ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƭ 

Forbes emails. 

4. Filter to a Folder ς .ȅ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ άƭŀōŜƭέ ƻƴ ƛǘ ƻǊ 

ά/ŀǘŜƎƻǊƛȊŜ ŀǎΦέ 

 

Enable Keyboard 

Shortcuts for Quick 

Navigation (Desktop) 

1. Go to settings ƛƴ DƳŀƛƭ όǘƘŜ ƎŜŀǊ ƛŎƻƴύ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά{ŜŜ !ƭƭ 

{ŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΦέ 

2. /ƭƛŎƪ ά9ƴŀōƭŜ YŜȅōƻŀǊŘ {ƘƻǊǘŎǳǘǎΣέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

¢ŀōΦέ 

3. You can now press άƧέ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ 

άƪέ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘΦ  

4. Customize shortcuts ōȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘέ ǘŀō -> 

ά9ƴŀōƭŜ /ǳǎǘƻƳ YŜȅōƻŀǊŘ {ƘƻǊǘŎǳǘǎέ -Ҕ άYŜȅōƻŀǊŘ 

{ƘƻǊǘŎǳǘǎέ ǘŀō ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎΦ 

 

Download Plug-Ins 1. Boomerang Plug-In ς Pauses your inbox from receiving 

emails for a set time or schedule emails to send later. 

2. MailMeteor Plug-In ς Send mass emails easily using a 

template. 

 

Tips for Frequent 

Listserv Advertisers 

1. Subscribe to All the Res College Listservs ς Each one 

you send to will reach hundreds more peopleΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ 

miss any of them. 

2. Filter Redundant Listservs ς Filter five res college 

listservs to spam so you can send to those listservs 

ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƭƛǎǘǎŜǊǾΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ŜƳŀƛƭ 

volume. 

3. Or Subscribe and Unsubscribe ς Subscribe to the other 

res college listservs to send the email and unsubscribe 

when done to avoid redundant emails. 

4. Send Emails to All Six Listservs with Hoagie ς A new 

student app, https://mail.hoagie.io, allows you to do 

this easily. 

 

mailto:Re-INNformer@princeton.edu
mailto:Re-INNformer@princeton.edu
https://www.boomeranggmail.com/
https://mailmeteor.com/
https://www.dailyprincetonian.com/article/2021/05/abolish-the-res-college-listservs-heres-the-data-princeton
https://mail.hoagie.io/
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Adjust Listserv Settings 1. Enable Message Confirming Receipt ς Do this in the 

listserv settings at lists.princeton.edu in the 

{ǳōǎŎǊƛōŜǊΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƭƛǎǘǎŜǊǾΦ IŜƭǇŦǳƭ 

for senders. 

2. Pause Listserv Emails ς This can also be enabled in the 

listserv settings. 

3. ά[ƛǎǘǎŜǊǾ {ǘȅƭŜέ 9Ƴŀƛƭ IŜaders ς Enable this to have the 

listserv name in the subject line (e.g., 

άώa!¢I9¸a!L[ϐέύΦ IŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭǎΦ 

4. Index (HTML Format) ς Set this to receive all your 

listserv emails at the end of the day. 

 

 

 

Check the original LIPService Guide for all your emailing needs! There are 

ƳƻǊŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŀƎǊŀƳǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ clear. 

 

3.5) Other Ways of Staying Informed 
 

 

Other Ways of Staying Informed 

 

Ways: Description: 
 

άhŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ 

ώнлȄȄϐέ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 

Pages 

¶ Run by USG ς Student Government verifies you are a 

student before you are let in. 

¶ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ bƻǘ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ¸ƻǳǊ /ƭŀǎǎ ¸ŜŀǊ ς Sign up for other 

class years to advertise or hear about more 

opportunities. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F6-pEWQZx3MevAJI_KbadAArtd7LPDxmg59QsZgyzEU/edit?usp=sharing
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¶ First Year Page is Most Active ς Student groups advertise 

heavily there at the beginning of the fall semester. 

 

Other Notable 

Facebook Groups 

¶ The Meme Page, Unironically ς Princeton Memes for 

Preppy AF Teens is where a lot of people make funny 

memes to vent their frustrations with University issues. 

¶ Overheard at Princeton ς For things you hear around 

campus, also tells what people are thinking about. 

¶ Joining Private Facebook Groups ς You have to wait for 

someone in the group to approve you. Usually, it will be a 

random Princeton person you are Facebook friends with. 

 

Campus Office 

Instagram Pages 

¶ ODUS, Pace, and Princeton ς Insta accounts are all quite 

active. 

¶ Instagram Stories ς Check there for upcoming events. 

¶ This Week in Posters ς /ƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΩǎ 

story at the beginning of each week to see dozens. Send 

them posters to advertise too. 

 

Physical Posters ¶ Lampposts, Bulletin Boards, and Dorms ς Posters are 

plastered everywhere. 

¶ Frist Campus Center Bulletin Boards ς There are many 

outside and inside. 

¶ Electronic Message Board ς You can advertise for free on 

it, outside of Frist, here.  

¶ Target Areas ς E.g., for engineering events, put posters in 

the E-Quad. 

 

Eating Club/Specific 

Group Listservs 

¶ Targeted Advertising ς Send theatre emails to a theatre-

related listserv. 

¶ Eating Clubs and Co-Ops ς Treat them like the res college 

listservs. 

 

Talking to People ¶ Friends ς They will talk about things they are involved in. 

¶ bƻǘŜ ¸ƻǳǊ CǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ς Remember who is 

involved in theatre if you want to join theatre. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/635435953325135
https://www.facebook.com/groups/635435953325135
https://www.facebook.com/groups/854022461439665
https://www.facebook.com/groups/854022461439665
http://www.princeton.edu/frist/emb.shtml
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Frist Mailbox ¶ Occasional Pamphlets ς From academic programs. 

¶ Not Very Important ς Check it about once a semester at 

ƳƻǎǘΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƳŀƛƭΦ 

¶ How to Access Your Mailbox ς Frist 100 level, mail 

services. You can check your mailbox number here. 

 

Googling Things ¶ Search for Your Interest ς ¢ȅǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ άǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴέ 

will probably get you to some theatre group. 

¶ Checking Princeton Websites ς Some are more updated 

than others (i.e., ones with event calendars). 

 

Princeton News 

Sources 

¶ The Daily Princetonian ς Student run newspaper with a 

large variety of content, here. 

¶ Planet Princeton ς Local news for Princeton here. 

¶ Patch ς Covers New Jersey wide news here. 

¶ The Billboard on Nassau Street ς Next to the four-way 

intersection at Washington Road, sometimes locals will 

post ads for services or events. 

 

 

 

Notable Campus Instagram Pages 

*Thanks to the Pace Center for compiling this list on their Instagram story. 

Office: Description: 
 

Res Colleges ¶ Butler ς @butlercollegeprinceton 

¶ First ς @firstcollegeprinceton 

¶ Forbes ς @forbesscollege 

¶ Rocky ς @rockycollegeprinceton 

¶ Mathey ς @matheycollege 

¶ Whitman ς @whitmanatprinceton 

 

https://www.dailyprincetonian.com/
https://planetprinceton.com/
https://patch.com/new-jersey/princeton
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Campus Life ¶ Office of the Dean of Undergraduate Students - 

@princetonodus (i.e., undergrad student life) 

¶ Athletics - @princetonathletics 

¶ Office of Wintersession and Engagement - 

@princeton_owce 

¶ Graduate Students - @princetongradlife 

¶ Library - @pulibrary 

¶ Campus Recreation - @pucampusrec 

¶ Admissions - @apply.princeton 

¶ Alumni Affairs - @princetonalumni 

¶ Office of Sustainability - @tigersgogreen 

¶ Emma Bloomberg Center - @princetonebc (first 

generation and low-income students) 

¶ Princeton - @princeton 

¶ Undergraduate Student Government - @princeton_usg 

¶ Pace Center - @pace_princeton (community service) 

 

Campus Resources ¶ UMatter - @Princetonumatter 

¶ Housing - @Princeton_studenthousing 

¶ Department of Public Safety - @Princetonudps 

¶ Counseling and Psychological Services - @Princeton_cps 

¶ Center for Career Development - @Princetoncareer 

¶ Davis International Center - @Princetondavisic 

¶ Financial Literacy Initiative - @finlitprinceton 

 

 

Various student groups may also have Instagram or Facebook pages; search up 

their names and follow them accordingly. 

 

 

Top Three Instagram Pages to Follow? @princeton, @princeton_odus, and 

@pace_princeton, all post flyers for special events on their Instagram stories. 

Check them frequently. 
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3.6) Public Forums: Real Talk and Tiger 

Confessions 
 

 

Real Talk Princeton:  

https://realtalk-princeton.tumblr.com/ 

Tiger Confessions# (TC#):  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/262652111719765 

 

 

VS. 

 

 

Sometimes it is uncomfortable to ask questions in-person. So, there are two 

services that allow Princeton students to ask questions anonymously and have 

other Princeton students answer. I compare the two services below. 

 

https://realtalk-princeton.tumblr.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/262652111719765
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Real Talk Princeton and Tiger Confessions 

Comparison Chart 

 

 Real Talk Princeton Tiger Confessions 
 

Purpose: To answer anonymous 

student questions. 

To allow anonymous student 

confessions, which can be 

questions, rants, polls, or 

memes. 

 

Who Can 

Contribute? 

Semi-anonymous team of 

~25 students (pen 

names), but bios on 

website. Chosen through 

application to represent 

diverse interests. 

Any of 3000+ Princeton 

students that are willing to 

comment, and posts from 

anyone who fills out the 

Google Form. 

 

How are questions 

answered? 

1-2 contributors respond 

per question.  

5-10 questions grouped into 

a single post. Commenters 

answer any questions they 

want (though not all will be 

answered). 

 

Use the Search Bar To find if your question 

has been previously 

answered. 

 

To find how often people 

discuss certain topics (e.g., 

housing, eating clubs, etc.). 

Suggested Use Asking questions and 

getting thoughtful 

answers.  

Getting popular opinion 

about a topic, from a wider 

audience. 
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Remember that RTP and TC# does not speak for everyone! Especially on TC, it 

represents only people who are willing to submit or comment. That might be a 

narrow demographic. 

 

3.7) Project Welcome Mat 
 

 

Project Welcome Mat (Student and Families Editions): 

https://fsi.princeton.edu/fsi-family/project-welcome-mat-families-edition 

Project Welcome Mat (Website Form): 

https://projectwelcomemat.weebly.com/ 

 

 

VS. 

 
 

https://fsi.princeton.edu/fsi-family/project-welcome-mat-families-edition
https://projectwelcomemat.weebly.com/
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What is Project Welcome Mat? 

A guide written primarily for first generation college students, though helpful for 

others too. The Ultimate Guide covers many of the same topics (and uses it as a 

reference). 

 

 

Project Welcome Mat and Ultimate Guide 

Comparison Chart 

 

 Project Welcome 

Mat 

Ultimate Guide 
 

Intended 

Demographic 

Primarily first-generation 

college students. 

The general student body, 

though first-generation 

college student friendly. 

 

Who Wrote It? 8 writers, 10 editors, and 

12 student organizations, 

overseen by the Office of 

the Dean of the College for 

the Freshman Scholars 

Institute. 

 

One Philosophical Boy with 

help from a lot of friends. 

 

Formatting Typical heading and 

paragraph structure.  

LSRD HIT! (Left-Skim Right-

Details through Headers, 

Icons, and Tables). 

 

Writing Style Friendly. Different tone 

based on author. 

Concise. Consistent and 

organized because one 

author. 
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Updates Created in 2015, some 

sections updated since. 

Created in Summer 2021. 

 

 

Suggested Use A more traditional, prose 

alternative to the Ultimate 

Guide.  

Skim and investigate 

further by clicking on links 

or referring to respective 

sections in Project 

Welcome Mat. 
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Section 2: Academics 
 

Everything you need to do as a scholar, efficiently. 

 

Chapters Included: 

Chapter 4: Academic Requirements 

Chapter 5: Planning Your Courseload 

Chapter 6: Study Tips
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Chapter 4 : Academic 

Requirements  

 

 

 

Do not graduate. Do not collect $200. 

 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘΥ 

¶ The unique qualities of the Princeton academic experience. 

¶ General semester and 4-year academic timelines. 

¶ Degree Requirements (AB/BSE, distributions, optional certificates). 

¶ The Honor Code (Academic Integrity Policy). 
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Chapter 4 Table of Contents: 

4.1) The Princeton Academic Experience .......................................................................... 93 

4.2) Semester and 4-Year Academic Timeline ................................................................... 95 

4.3) AB vs. BSE, and AP Credits ........................................................................................ 100 

4.4) AP Credits and Advanced Standing .......................................................................... 103 

4.5) Concentration and Certificate Requirements .......................................................... 105 

4.6) Distribution Requirements ....................................................................................... 111 

4.7) Writing Seminar and Language Requirement .......................................................... 115 

4.8) Grading Options: A-CΣ tκ5κCΩǎΣ !ǳŘƛǘǎΣ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ ..................................................... 122 

4.9) The Honor Code and Discipline ................................................................................ 123 

 

4.1) The Princeton Academic Experience 
 

 

Princeton: What Does Liberal Arts Mean? 

https://admission.princeton.edu/academics/what-does-liberal-arts-mean 

 

 

Your PAA can give you the most specific academic advice. But save them 

some trouble and learn the basics here. 

 

 

Unique Features of the Princeton Academic 

Experience 

 

Feature: Description: 

https://admission.princeton.edu/academics/what-does-liberal-arts-mean
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No Pre-Professional 

Schools  

¶ No Law, Medical, or Business School ς tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΩǎ grad 

schools are more academia/research focused. 

¶ Theoretical Over Practical ς Princeton classes teach you 

more concepts than skills. Learn skills in extracurriculars. 

¶ You Can Still Be Pre-Professional ς Just prepare 

accordingly (see Chapter 5.8). 

¶ LǘΩǎ ŀ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ !Ǌǘǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ς Learning, not vocational 

training. 

 

Undergrad Focus ¶ Much Less Grad Students ς Only about 3000 compared 

to 5000 undergrads. 

¶ More Attention from Profs ς Princeton really wants 

undergrads to talk to them. Do it. 

 

Senior Thesis 

Requirement 

¶ What is it? ς A long paper or research report. Can also be 

creative (e.g., a theatre performance).  

¶ Not Just for Honors Students ς Which is what other 

colleges do. 

¶ Junior Papers ς You may be required to write a mini-

thesis during your junior year to prepare for the thesis. 

¶ Research Focus ς Researching heavily junior/senior year. 

Less free time than at other schools during these years. 

¶ Good for Academia/Grad School ς LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ 

write a huge research paper. 

 

Good Independent 

Project Funding 

¶ Highest Endowment Per Student ς Literally $3 million. 

They can pay. 

¶ Funding Sources ς Check Chapter 13. 

 

Difficulty and Grade 

Deflation 

¶ άWould Have Been an A at Harvardέ ς LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜΦ 

Princeton grades harsher. 

¶ Grade Deflation ς A policy eliminated in 2014. Only 

allowed a certain number ƻŦ !Ωǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǇŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƻǿŜǊŜŘ ƎǊŀŘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ όDt!ΩǎύΦ 

¶ Grades are Rising ς Grade deflation is slowly 

disappearing. 
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High Graduation Rates ¶ 98% graduate in 6 years ς Or 89% in four years. This is 

like over Ivy schools, and much higher than national 

average of 60%. 

¶ Support System ς LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƘŜƭǇΦ {ŜŜ 

previous chapter on talking to people. 

 

 

 

There is no objectively best school. Even though Princeton tops the US News 

and World Report rankings most years, another school may be a better fit 

(e.g., if you want to study hands-on with doctors, Princeton is not for you). 

 

4.2) Semester and 4-Year Academic 

Timeline 
 

 

Current Academic Calendar: 

https://registrar.princeton.edu/academic-calendar-and-deadlines 

Timelines/Action Plans for Every Class Year: 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/advising/timelines-class-year/getting-started-

princeton 

CƛǊǎǘ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ DǳƛŘŜΥ 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/resources/first-year-academic-guide 

 

 

Semester Academic Timeline  

 

https://registrar.princeton.edu/academic-calendar-and-deadlines
https://odoc.princeton.edu/advising/timelines-class-year/getting-started-princeton
https://odoc.princeton.edu/advising/timelines-class-year/getting-started-princeton
https://odoc.princeton.edu/resources/first-year-academic-guide
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Event: Week: 
 

Fall: Spring: 

First years choose classes Before Week 1 of 

classes (Fall Only) 

 

Late August Early December 

(with other classes) 

The first day of classes  Week 1, 

Wednesday (Fall) 

or Monday (Spring) 

 

Early September Late January 

Deadline to drop/audit 

classes without a fee 

 

End of Week 2 

 

Mid-September Early February 

Midterms Week 5-6 of classes 

 

Mid-October Early March 

Fall/Spring Break The week after 

Week 6 

 

Late October Early March 

Resume Semester Week 7 

 

Early November Mid-March 

Elect PDF Grading Option 

Period 

 

Week 7-9 of classes 

 

Mid November Late March 

Course offerings for the 

next semester released 

 

Week 7-8 

 

Mid-November Late March 

Deadline to drop/audit 

classes with a fee 

 

Week 9 

 

Mid-November Late March 

(Fall Semester) 

Thanksgiving Break 

Wednesday-Friday, 

either Week 10 or 

11 

 

Late November NA 

Senior, junior, 

sophomore, first-year 

Week 11 (Spring) or 

Week 12 (Fall), 

starting with 

Early December Mid-April 
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course selection for next 

semester 

seniors and each 

class year starting 

on subsequent 

days, starting at 

7:30 AM EST. 

 

End of class time 

 

Week 12 

 

Early December Late April/Early 

May 

Reading Period The following week 

(7 days) until 

5ŜŀƴΩǎ 5ŀǘŜ 

 

Early December Early May 

5ŜŀƴΩǎ 5ŀǘŜ ό!ƭƭ ¢ŜǊƳ 

Papers Due) 

 

Week 13 on 

Tuesday 

 

Mid-December Mid-May 

Deadline for Take-Home 

Exams 

Week 13 on 

Saturday (4 days 

ŀŦǘŜǊ 5ŜŀƴΩǎ 5ŀǘŜύ 

 

Mid/Late 

December 

Mid/Late May 

Final Exam Period 

(Scheduled) 

The 7 days 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 5ŜŀƴΩǎ 

Date 

Mid/Late 

December 

Mid/Late May 

 

 

 

Surviving the Semester Tips 

 

Tip: Description: 
 

12 Weeks is a Very 

Quick Semester 

¶ Faster Pace ς ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŜƪΦ 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ Cŀƭƭ .ŜƘƛƴŘ ς ̧ ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 

catch up. 
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Some Classes Meet 

During Reading Period 

¶ Language Classes ς Often continue as usual. 

¶ Study Sessions ς Hosted by large courses to help people 

prepare for exams. 

¶ Extra Office Hours ς Talk to your professor and preceptor 

more before finals. 

 

5ŜŀƴΩǎ 5ŀǘŜ ƛǎ IŀǊŘ 

Deadline 

¶ Emergencies Only ς ̧ ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ 

time to write a good paper. 

¶ Why?  - It prevents people from having many papers and 

exams due at the same time. 

 

Fall Semester is 

Slightly Easier 

¶ Thanksgiving Break ς Is an extra 3-day break to help you 

catch up near the end of the semester. 

¶ Less Burnout ς More people feel tired out in the spring 

semester, tired from the academic year. 

 

 

 

 

4-Year Academic Timeline 

 

Event: Time: 
 

Meet with your academic advisor and 

select your first classes. 

 

First year 

Meet with your academic advisor and 

select your second semester classes 

 

First year, spring semester (past this point 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊύΦ 

 

Take writing seminar Assigned to fall or spring first year 
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Declare BSE concentration End of first year 

 

Take a 5-class semester (AB) First year second semester, or either 

semester sophomore year 

 

Devise and get an independent 

concentration approved (Optional) 

 

Early sophomore year 

 

Consider study abroad Sophomore spring, or either semester junior 

year 

 

Declare AB concentration Second semester sophomore year 

 

Complete first junior paper/seminar if 

required (AB) 

 

Fall semester junior year 

 

Start procuring thesis research funds, 

coming up with a topic, and finding a 

thesis advisor 

 

Spring semester/summer following junior 

year 

 

Finish spring semester junior 

paper/seminar 

 

Spring semester junior year 

 

Start preparing for grad school and 

taking tests 

 

Spring semester/summer following junior 

year 

 

Apply for grad 

school/fellowships/scholarships 

 

Late fall semester senior year 

 

Turn in a thesis draft Early spring semester senior year 

 

Submit thesis April of senior year 

 

Departmental exams Post-reading period senior year 
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Surviving the 4-Year Experience Tips 

 

Tip: Description: 
 

Every Year is Hard ¶ First Year ς Struggling in the transition to college. 

¶ Sophomore Year ς Choosing a major and harder classes 

(but probably the easiest year overall). 

¶ Junior Year ς The first independent work. 

¶ Senior Year ς The thesis. 

 

Plan but Be Flexible ¶ Interests Change ς Unless you are so certain of your 

interests that you just want to work on that for the rest 

of your life. 

¶ Planning Helps a Lot ς Making decisions in the moment is 

often leads to reckless decisions, but some reckless 

decisions also help you discover new things. 

 

Lǘ 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ IŀǾŜ ǘƻ .Ŝ 

Four Years 

¶ Gap Years ς You can take up to three if you need time to 

recalibrate and decide your goals. See Chapter 12.10. 

¶ Advanced Standing ς If you have enough AP credits, you 

can graduate in 3 years, though rare, because people 

want to enjoy the 4 years. You would be skipping 

sophomore year. 

 

 

4.3) AB vs. BSE, and AP Credits 
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AB Program Description: 

https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/program-study-degree-bachelor-arts 

BSE Program Description: 

https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/program-study-degree-bachelor-science-

engineering 

tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ aŀǘ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ άCƻǊ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎΥέ 

https://projectwelcomemat.weebly.com/for-engineers.html 

 

What is AB and BSE? 

 

AB = Bachelor of Arts (Artium Baccalaureate in Latin) 

BSE = Bachelor of Science in Engineering. 

 

Your first major choice ς choose your degree program.  

 

 

AB and BSE Comparison Chart 

 

 AB BSE 
Number of Courses 

 

31 (plus independent work) 36 

% of Students Enrolled 

(2019-20) 

 

61.4% 38.6% 

Majors Available 

 

30 6 

https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/program-study-degree-bachelor-arts
https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/program-study-degree-bachelor-science-engineering
https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/program-study-degree-bachelor-science-engineering
https://projectwelcomemat.weebly.com/for-engineers.html
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Independent Work (e.g., 

thesis, JP) 

 

Required Optional. Can be an 

independent project which 

counts towards course credit. 

Distribution 

Requirements 

 

7 from across many specific 

areas. 

7 from non-STEM fields. 

Other Requirements The language requirement 

(up to the 107 or 108 level), 

i.e., four semesters if starting 

a language, by the end of 

sophomore spring. 

The BSE prerequisites:  

¶ MAT 

103/104/201/202 

¶ PHY 103/104 

¶ CHM 201 

¶ COS 126 (or COS 217 

or 226).  

Writing Seminar? 

 

Yes Yes 

Concentration 

Declaration Time 

 

Mid-Sophomore Spring End of First-Year Spring 

Difficulty? Easier start, harder end with 

JP and thesis work. 

Tough beginning with 

prerequisites, easier end 

without independent work. 

 

 

Tips for Switching Between AB and BSE 

 

Switch: Description: 
 

AB to BSE ¶ Harder Switch ς BSE declares majors in the first year, 

while AB declares in sophomore spring. You should switch 

ideally before end of first year to not be behind. 
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¶ BSE Core Requirements ς These usually take all of first 

year to complete, so get started on these early. 

¶ AP Credit ς If you have a lot from high school, much easier 

to switch into BSE. 

¶ Language? ς You can use language classes to fulfill the BSE 

distributions, so you might have a head start there. 

 

BSE to AB ¶ Easier Switch ς LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ !. 

declares majors in sophomore spring. 

¶ The Language Hurdle ς ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

language requirement. 

¶ Stick it Out? ς BSE core requirements during first year are 

notoriously brutal, but classes get more specialized and 

interesting after that. 

 

 

 

4.4) AP Credits and Advanced Standing 
 

 

AP Credit Policy and Reference Table: 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/advancedplacement 

 

 

 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/advancedplacement
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How AP Credit Works at Princeton 

 

Quality: Description: 
 

No Course Credit ¶ bƻǘ 9ǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ рΩǎ ς ̧ ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǊ money 

unless you choose to go for advanced standing. 

 

Placement into 

Higher Classes 

¶ Skip Language Requirement ς If you get a 5 on the 

corresponding AP exam, then you completely fulfill the AB 

language requirement. Does not apply to any other 

requirement. 

¶ Higher Level Math/Science Classes ς E.g., enter MAT 201 

(multivariable) as opposed to MAT 103 (Calculus I).  

¶ BSE Requirements ς рΩǎ Ŏŀƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇƘȅǎƛŎǎ 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƘŜŀŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻƴ ƳŀǘƘΣ пΩǎ Ŏŀƴ 

place you out of chemistry. 

 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ DƻƻŘ 

Enough Score? 

¶ AP 5 ς пΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƻƴŜ !t ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ 

lower placements in chemistry and physics. 

¶ AP Equivalents ς 7 on IB and A on A-Levels are equivalent 

ǘƻ рΩǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ с ƻƴ L. ŀƴŘ . ƻƴ !-Levels are equivalent to 

пΩǎΦ 

¶ SAT Subject Tests ς 760+ to place out of language, various 

scores for placement into math. 

 

Advanced Standing ¶ Graduate a Semester or Year Early ς Alternatively, take a 

year off for a gap year and graduate on-time. 

¶ Not Common ς Most people want to enjoy Princeton for 

four full years. ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻǎŜ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

connections. 

¶ Save Money? ς Graduating quicker might help. 
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¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ 5ƻ Lǘ Wǳǎǘ ǘƻ .Ŝ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ς /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŜƭȅΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 

ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ 

early. 

 

 

 

4.5) Concentration and Certificate 

Requirements 
 

 

All Concentration (Major) Programs: 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/concentrations 

All Certificate (Minor) Programs: 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/certificates 

Breakdown of Degrees Conferred: 

Link 

Independent Concentration Program: 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-

programs/independent-concentration 

Switch Concentrations: 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/resources/application-transfer-departmental-

concentration 

Tips for Many Concentrations: 

https://principedia.princeton.edu/discipline-guides/ 

 

 

What are Concentrations? 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/concentrations
https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/certificates
https://tableaupublic.princeton.edu/t/OfficeoftheRegistrarStatistics/views/Registrar_OpeningEnrollment/Story1?:isGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&:embed=y
https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-programs/independent-concentration
https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-programs/independent-concentration
https://odoc.princeton.edu/resources/application-transfer-departmental-concentration
https://odoc.princeton.edu/resources/application-transfer-departmental-concentration
https://principedia.princeton.edu/discipline-guides/
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Quality: Description: 
 

¸ƻǳǊ άaŀƧƻǊέ ¶ The Main Thing You Study ς About 8-10 courses, or about 

1/3 to 1/4 of your total classes. 

¶ No Double Majors ς /ƘƻƻǎŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜΦ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

want you to write two major theses. 

¶ An Alternative to Double Majors? ς Take a certificate 

(minor) or create an independent concentration. 

 

Independent Work ¶ Junior Seminars ς A course that some concentrations 

require to prepare you for writing longer research papers. 

May not count for course credit. 

¶ Junior Papers ς A long research paper, length depending 

on department. Shorter than the thesis, written in junior 

year. 

¶ Senior Thesis ς Or a long senior independent project, that 

ŜǾŜǊȅ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ 

about it until junior year. 

 

When to Declare 

Majors 

¶ AB Program ς Declare halfway through sophomore spring 

semester. Choose from 30 departments. 

¶ BSE Program ς Declare at end of first year spring 

semester. Choose from 6. 

¶ Switching is Hard ς Especially through junior year because 

that means you would have to make up independent 

work. 

¶ Early Concentrators ς You can declare an AB major earlier 

ǘƘŀƴ ǎƻǇƘƻƳƻǊŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻǇƘƻƳƻǊŜ 

year independent work (i.e., unnecessary work). Gets you 

good research practice though. 

 

Independent 

Concentrations 

¶ ά5ŜǎƛƎƴ-Your-hǿƴ aŀƧƻǊέ ς LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ 

come up with an idea and plan. 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-programs/early-concentration
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¶ Linguistics ς Since there is no official linguistics major, 

some people (~4-5 per year) will declare as an 

independent concentrator and take linguistics classes. 

¶ Declare Early ς Perhaps beginning of sophomore year at 

the latest if you want to get it approved. 

 

  

tǊŜǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ {ƘŜŜǘ ό.ȅ t!!ΩǎύΥ 

 

*Note that WWS (Woodrow Wilson School) is now SPI (School of Public and 

International Affairs) 
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What are Certificates? 

 

Quality: Description: 
 

¸ƻǳǊ άaƛƴƻǊǎέ ¶ Secondary Things You Study ς LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ōƛƎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ 

major. 

¶ Half a Major ς Usually only 4-5 courses. 

¶ Extra Independent Work? ς Usually at least one of your 

major independent works (i.e., JP or thesis) must relate to 

the certificate (convenient), or you write extra 

independent work to fulfill the requirement (time 

consuming). 

¶ 55+ Certificates ς There are more options here than 

majors. 

¶ Not Too Important ς It can show what other topics you 

are interested in, but your major probably matters more. 

 

Types of Topics ¶ Major-Lite ς Some departments will offer a certificate that 

is just a smaller version of the major. 

¶ Interdisciplinary ς Some certificates will blend art, 

science, humanities, etc. This allows people from many 

majors to get the certificate. 

 

How Many People 

Get Them? 

¶ 55% of Students Get At Least One ς But that also means 

пр҈ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ 

 

What About Those 

People Who Get Like 

Four Certificates? 

¶ Lose a Lot of Class Flexibility ς ̧ ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 

take classes you like. 

¶ They Might Be Showing Off ς Many first years and 

ǎƻǇƘƻƳƻǊŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

interested in, not to actually pursue them. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ DŜǘ LƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘŜŘ ς ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 

Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ 
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intimidated by other students in general because 

everyone here is a Princeton student regardless. 

 

When to Declare ¶ It Depends ς You can theoretically apply any time or sign 

up to hear from their listserv. 

¶ Usually About Junior Year ς Would be the latest to be 

sure you could meet all the requirements. 

 

. 

 

Why or Why Not You Should Get a Certificate 

 

 Why You Should Get 

a Certificate: 

Why You Should Not 

Get a Certificate: 
 

Interest The certificate topic genuinely 

interests you ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ 

work with related faculty as a 

secondary advisor.  

 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ interested but would rather 

dedicate more time to your major 

or other certificates.  

 

Independent 

Work 

Requirement 

Your thesis was already going to 

be on the certificate topic or 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

thesis just about it. 

 

¸ƻǳǊ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ 

the certificate topic, ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

have time to write another thesis. 

 

Diversifying Your 

Resume 

The certificate topic 

complements your major 

studies. 

You ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƻƴŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ 

you have one (or a lot). A Princeton 

degree is impressive enough. 

 

Classes You have either already taken 

many of the classes or are happy 

to adjust your schedule to fit 

them. 

¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƙŀve room to fit 

them. Or you want to take more 

classes for fun and enrichment. 
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Opportunities You get to hear about related 

programs (e.g., Urban Studies 

certificates and faculty lectures). 

 

Just to hear about opportunities; 

you can just join the listserv. 

 

 

Need a list of all the concentrations and certificates? LǘΩǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Appendix, though you can also visit the corresponding links at the beginning of 

this subchapter. 

 

4.6) Distribution Requirements 
 

 

Princeton General Education Requirements (including Distributions, Writing 

Seminar, Language): 

https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/general-education-requirements 

 

 

What are Distribution Requirements? 

 

Quality: Description: 
 

General Education 

Requirements 

¶ ά¢ƘŜ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ !Ǌǘǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ς Princeton wants you to 

know lots of different things, not just the main things you 

study. 

¶ The Rule of 12 ς Princeton blocks you from taking more 

than 12 classes in a department to ensure you have time 

to do other classes, including distributions. 

https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/general-education-requirements
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¶ No AP Scores ς AP credit can get you into higher level 

ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ 

requirement. 

 

AB Distributions ¶ Take About One in Each Area ς ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ н [!ΩǎΣ н 

{!ΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ н ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ 

¶ About 11 Classes Total ς Though you can fulfill the CD 

requirement simultaneously with another requirement. 

 

BSE Distributions ¶ 7 Classes Total ς While taking at least one class in at least 

four different categories. 

¶ The Categories ς CD, EC, EM, language courses at the 

107/108 or above level, HA, LA, and SA. 

¶ bƻ vwΩǎ ƻǊ {9[Ωǎ? ς ¢ƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

anyway through the BSE requiremenǘǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

count for your distributions. 

 

 

 

Number of Distribution Requirement Courses 

Distribution 
Requirement: 

# of Courses 
Available (Spring 
2021): 
 

# Required to Take 
(AB): 

(CD) Culture and 

Difference 

72 1 (Can be fulfilled concurrently 

with another distribution) 

(EC) Epistemology and 

Cognition 

44 1 

(EM) Ethical Thought and 

Moral Values 

39 1 

(HA) Historical Analysis 105 1 
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(LA) Literature and the 

Arts 

244 2 

(QCR) Quantitative and 

Computational Reasoning 

50* 1 

(SA) Social Analysis 140 2 

(SEL) Science and 

Engineering w/ Lab 

32 2 SEL OR 1 SEL w/ 1 SEN 

(SEN) Science and 

Engineering w/ No Lab 

47 0 SEN OR 1 SEL w/ 1 SEN 

*Some course sections were listed as separate classes, so I eliminated the redundant sections. 

 

Distribution requirements with more courses available are easier to fulfill, so try 

to fulfill the harder to fulfill requirements when you see a good course. 

 

 

Tips for Fulfilling Each Distribution 

Requirement 

 

Distribution 
Requirement: 
 

Description: 
 

(CD) Culture and 

Difference 

¶ What It Is ς Ethnicity, race, diversity, and different 

cultures. 

¶ Common Departments ς AAS, ASA, SAS, COM 

¶ Tips for Fulfilling ς Only CD can be fulfilled simultaneously 

with another distribution requirement (commonly SA, LA, 

or EC); knock out two at once. 

 

(EC) Epistemology 

and Cognition 

¶ What It Is ς Theory of knowledge (epistemology) and how 

thinking works (cognition). 

¶ Common Departments ς PHI, PSY, LIN 
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¶ Tips for Fulfilling ς One of the less common requirements, 

so search for this early. 

 

(EM) Ethical Thought 

and Moral Values 

¶ What It Is ς ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǊ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ƛƴ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΣ 

literature, politics, etc. 

¶ Common Departments ς PHI, COM, ENG, CHV, POL 

¶ Tips for Fulfilling ς Same as EC, one of the less common 

requirements. Search early.   

 

(HA) Historical 

Analysis 

¶ What It Is ς History. 

¶ Common Departments ς Almost all HIS classes,  

¶ Tips for Fulfilling ς 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΤ 

study history of a different culture to broaden your views 

and learn something interesting.  

 

(LA) Literature and 

the Arts 

¶ What It Is ς Visual arts, theatre, writing, reading, music, 

etc. 

¶ Common Departments ς VIS, CWR, 

¶ Tips for Fulfilling ς CWR classes are PDF grading only if 

ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜŀǎȅΦ .ǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ [!Ωǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦǳƴΣ ǎƻ 

consider taking alongside a tough semester. 

 

(QCR) Quantitative 

and Computational 

Reasoning 

¶ What It Is ς Math, computer science, or calculating things. 

¶ Common Departments ς MAT, COS, ECO  

¶ Tips for Fulfilling ς There are easier math classes, as well 

as econ classes. COS 126, the intro computer science class, 

teaches good skills and fulfills this. Stats classes also fulfill 

this. 

 

(SA) Social Analysis ¶ What It Is ς Social studies, how people live. 

¶ Common Departments ς SOC, ANT, 

¶ Tips for Fulfilling ς Try taking one that also fulfills CD. 

aŀƴȅ {!Ωǎ ŀǊŜ specific, take one that interests you. 

 

(SEL) Science and 

Engineering w/ Lab 

¶ What It Is ς Science classes that have a lab section. 

¶ Common Departments ς EGR 
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¶ Tips for Fulfilling ς If you are a humanities/social science 

student, plan this immediately. Find a SEL that you would 

be okay with taking and consider that it will be your most 

time-consuming class of the semester. 

 

(SEN) Science and 

Engineering w/ No 

Lab 

¶ What It Is ς Science classes with no lab section. 

¶ Common Departments ς AST, NEU 

¶ Tips for Fulfilling ς {9bΩǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴ 

{9[ΩǎΣ ǎƻ ǘŀƪŜ м {9b ŀƴŘ м {9[ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ н {9[ΩǎΦ  

 

 

 

4.7) Writing Seminar and Language 

Requirement 
 

 

Princeton General Education Requirements (including Distributions, Writing 

Seminar, Language): 

https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/general-education-requirements 

Princeton Center for Language Studies: List of Language Programs: 

https://pcls.princeton.edu/resources/language-programs/ 

Writing Seminar Guides: 

https://libguides.princeton.edu/writingseminar-guides 

Writing Seminar Website: 

https://writing.princeton.edu/ 

 

 

What is Writing Seminar? 

https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/general-education-requirements
https://pcls.princeton.edu/resources/language-programs/
https://libguides.princeton.edu/writingseminar-guides
https://writing.princeton.edu/
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Quality: Description: 
 

Why Is It Dreaded? ¶ A Lot of Work ς Writing 3 papers is a lot for one class. 

¶ Required for All First Years ς The only class to be required 

for everyone, so everyone can complain about it. 

¶ New (and Important) Skills ς ̧ ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ р 

paragraph essays. 

 

When Do You Take 

It? 

¶ Randomly Assigned Fall or Spring First Year ς ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ 

a little bit before the start of the school year. 

¶ Must Pass to Graduate ς You cannot move past 

sophomore year until you pass. 

 

Choose a Seminar ¶ List Three Topic Preferences ς You might not get your first 

or second choice. 

¶ Look for Good Professors First ς Each seminar covers the 

ǎŀƳŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΤ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ 

about what topic. 

 

The Assignments ¶ Weekly Assignments ς From readings, short writing, to 

drafts. 

¶ 3 Rough Drafts (D1, D2, D3) ς ¢Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƎǊŀŘŜŘΦ 

¶ 3 Final Drafts (R1, R2, R3) ς That are graded. Later papers 

are longer (up to 10-12 pages) and are higher percentages 

of your grade. 

¶ Citizenship Grade ς 10% of your grade, for participation. 

 

Quick Tips for 

Success 

¶ Write Detailed Comments for Others ς On their drafts. It 

helps you ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǇŜǊǎΦ 

¶ Write Good Drafts ς Better drafts get you better 

feedback. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ tǊƻŎǊŀǎǘƛƴŀǘŜ ς ̧ ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘΣ 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƛǊŜŘΦ 
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¶ Make it a Shared Bonding Experience ς Befriend people 

in your class, because you might not see them in other 

classes if they have different academic interests. 

 

 

 

Enrolling in Writing Seminar 

 

 

A graphic describing the writing seminar enrollment process (Image source). 

 

Step: Description: 
 

1. Explore 

Classpath 

¶ New Program ς Helps you get adjusted to Princeton 

academic planning. 

 

https://writing.princeton.edu/
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2. Wait for Term 

Assignment 

¶ Fall or Spring ς Randomly determined. 

3. Explore Course 

Descriptions 

¶ On the Writing Sem Website ς Usually available at least 

months before semester start. 

4. Rank Top 8 

Choices 

¶ You Might Not Get Your First Choice ς Be prepared. 

 

5. Wait for Email ¶ About One Week Before Classes Start ς Make sure the 

ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŦƛǘǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

add/drop writing seminars. 

6. Brace Yourself ¶ Good Luck! 

 

 

What is the Language Requirement? 

 

Quality: Description: 
 

Placing Out of the 

Requirement 

¶ AP Scores ς A 5 on the corresponding AP language test. 

¶ SAT Subject Tests ς Get a 760+ score. 

¶ Equivalents ς IB Score of 7 or British A-Level Score of A. 

¶ The Placement Test ς Taken through Princeton. If you do 

well enough, yoǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ hǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

correct course level for you. 

¶ Study for the Placement Test ς You might have forgotten 

over the summer. 

¶ AB Students Only ς BSE students can take language 

classes to fulfill their distribution requirements. 

 

The Language Course 

Sequence 

¶ CƻǳǊ {ŜƳŜǎǘŜǊǎΧ hǊ [Ŝǎǎ ς If you do well on the 

placement test, you might have to take only 1-3 

semesters. 

¶ The Track ς Start with 101, end in either 107 or 108. 
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¶ Multiple Tracks ς Spanish, French, and Chinese have 

students who place well go through 105 and 108, whereas 

starting from the beginning goes through 101, 102, 105, 

and 107. 

 

Which Language to 

Choose? 

¶ A Familiar Language ς May allow you to finish the 

requirement faster. 

¶ A New Language ς Will take you four semesters, but if you 

ŜƴƧƻȅ ƛǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

¶ Not All Languages Fulfill the Requirement ς Double check 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ōŜƭƻǿ όƻƴƭȅ п ƻǳǘ ƻŦ нс ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ 

ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊǎύΦ 

¶ Finish by End of Junior Year ς Important to note if you are 

switching from BSE to AB late. 

 

 

 

Every Language Offered at Princeton 

 

Descriptions are copied directly from the Princeton Center for Language Study 

website, since they are already succinct (good job, PCLS!). 

 

Language: Satisfies 
Language 
Requirement: 
 

Sponsoring 
Program: 

Description: 

Akkadian No Classics An ancient Semitic language, whose 

speakers inhabited Mesopotamia. 

American 

Sign 

Language 

Yes Linguistics A signed language, with speakers in 

the US, Canada, and elsewhere. 

https://classics.princeton.edu/
https://linguistics.princeton.edu/


CHAP 4: ACAD. REQUIREMENTS TABLE OF CONT. SECTION 2: ACADEMICS 

PREV. CHAP (3: STAY INFORMED) 120 NEXT CHAP (5: COURSE PLAN) 

Arabic Yes Near Eastern 

Studies 

A Semitic language, with speakers in 

the Middle East, North Africa, Horn 

of Africa, and elsewhere. 

Bosnian, 

Croatian, 

Serbian 

Yes Slavic 

Languages and 

Literatures 

A Slavic language, with speakers in 

Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Montenegro, and 

elsewhere. 

Chinese Yes East Asian 

Studies 

A Sinitic language, with speakers in 

China, Taiwan, Singapore, and 

elsewhere. 

Czech Yes Slavic 

Languages and 

Literatures 

A Slavic language, with speakers in 

the Czech Republic and elsewhere. 

French Yes French & 

Italian 

A Romance language, with speakers 

in Europe, Haiti, sub-Saharan Africa, 

Canada, Oceania, and elsewhere. 

German Yes German A Germanic language, with speakers 

in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, 

and elsewhere. 

Greek 

(Classical or 

Ancient) 

Yes Classics An ancient Hellenic language, whose 

speakers had inhabited Ancient 

Greece. 

Hebrew Yes Near Eastern 

Studies 

A Semitic language, with speakers in 

Israel and elsewhere. 

Hindi Yes South Asian 

Studies 

An Indo-Aryan language, with 

speakers in India and elsewhere. 

Italian Yes French & 

Italian 

A Romance language, with speakers 

in Italy and elsewhere. 

Japanese Yes East Asian 

Studies 

A Japonic language, with speakers in 

Japan and elsewhere. 

Korean Yes East Asian 

Studies 

A Koreanic language, with speakers 

in North Korea, South Korea, and 

elsewhere. 

Latin Yes Classics An ancient Italic language, whose 

speakers had inhabited Ancient 

Rome. 

https://nes.princeton.edu/
https://nes.princeton.edu/
https://slavic.princeton.edu/
https://slavic.princeton.edu/
https://slavic.princeton.edu/
https://eas.princeton.edu/
https://eas.princeton.edu/
https://slavic.princeton.edu/
https://slavic.princeton.edu/
https://slavic.princeton.edu/
file:///C:/Users/toonc/Documents/Daniel's/Summer2021/TheUltimateGuide/French%20&%20Italian
file:///C:/Users/toonc/Documents/Daniel's/Summer2021/TheUltimateGuide/French%20&%20Italian
https://german.princeton.edu/
https://classics.princeton.edu/
https://nes.princeton.edu/
https://nes.princeton.edu/
https://piirs.princeton.edu/sas
https://piirs.princeton.edu/sas
https://fit.princeton.edu/
https://fit.princeton.edu/
https://eas.princeton.edu/
https://eas.princeton.edu/
https://eas.princeton.edu/
https://eas.princeton.edu/
https://classics.princeton.edu/
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Modern 

Greek 

Yes Hellenic 

Studies 

A Hellenic language, with speakers in 

Greece, Cyprus, and elsewhere. 

Persian Yes Near Eastern 

Studies 

An Iranian language, with speakers 

in Iran and elsewhere. 

Polish No Slavic 

Languages and 

Literatures 

A Slavic language, with speakers in 

Poland and elsewhere. 

Portuguese Yes Spanish & 

Portuguese 

A Romance language, with speakers 

in Brazil, Portugal, São Tomé and 

Príncipe, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, 

Mozambique, Angola, and elsewhere 

Russian Yes Slavic 

Languages and 

Literatures 

A Slavic language, with speakers in 

Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Central 

Asia, and elsewhere. 

Sanskrit Yes South Asian 

Studies 

An ancient Indo-Aryan language, 

who speakers inhabited South and 

Southeast Asia. 

Spanish Yes Spanish & 

Portuguese 

A Romance language, with speakers 

in Spain, the Americas, Equatorial 

Guinea, and elsewhere. 

Swahili Yes African Studies A Bantu language, with speakers in 

East Africa, Southern Africa, the 

African Great Lakes Region, and 

elsewhere. 

Syriac No Near Eastern 

Studies 

An ancient language, whose 
speakers inhabited Mesopotamia, 
Syria, Turkey, and elsewhere. 

Turkish Yes Near Eastern 

Studies 

A Turkic language, with speakers in 
Turkey, Cyprus, and elsewhere. 

Twi Yes African Studies A Niger-Congo language, with 
ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ DƘŀƴŀΣ /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
elsewhere. 

Urdu Yes South Asian 

Studies 

An Indo-Aryan language, with 
speakers in Pakistan, India, and 
elsewhere. 

https://hellenic.princeton.edu/
https://hellenic.princeton.edu/
https://nes.princeton.edu/
https://nes.princeton.edu/
https://slavic.princeton.edu/
https://slavic.princeton.edu/
https://slavic.princeton.edu/
https://spo.princeton.edu/
https://spo.princeton.edu/
https://slavic.princeton.edu/
https://slavic.princeton.edu/
https://slavic.princeton.edu/
https://piirs.princeton.edu/sas
https://piirs.princeton.edu/sas
https://spo.princeton.edu/
https://spo.princeton.edu/
https://piirs.princeton.edu/afs/
https://nes.princeton.edu/
https://nes.princeton.edu/
https://nes.princeton.edu/
https://nes.princeton.edu/
https://piirs.princeton.edu/afs/
https://piirs.princeton.edu/sas
https://piirs.princeton.edu/sas
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Wolof No African Studies A Niger-Congo language, with 
speakers in Senegal, The Gambia, 
Mauritania, and elsewhere. 

 

4.8) Grading Options: A-CΣ tκ5κCΩǎΣ 

Audits, Transfers 
 

 

Princeton Grading Standards: 

https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/academic-regulations/grading 

 

 

Grading Options 

 

Grading Option: Description: 
 

A-F Grading ¶ Standard Letter Grades ς For most classes. 

¶ !ҌΩǎ? ς Rare. Teachers must fill out a form to justify why a 

grade is worthy of these. 

¶ /Ωǎ !ǊŜ tŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 5Ωǎ DŜǘ /ǊŜŘƛǘ ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 

ƎŜǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ƎǊŀŘŜΤ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜΦ 

 

PDF (Pass/D/Fail) ¶ Passing is a P ς On your transcript. 

¶ A-C is Passing ς Anything lower is rare. 

¶ D is Passing but Recorded ς Lǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ tΦ 

¶ F is Failing ς And still on your transcript. 

¶ Not Counted Towards GPA ς Unless you get a D or F. 

¶ You Get Four PDF Classes ς Use them wisely. 

https://piirs.princeton.edu/afs/
https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/academic-regulations/grading


CHAP 4: ACAD. REQUIREMENTS TABLE OF CONT. SECTION 2: ACADEMICS 

PREV. CHAP (3: STAY INFORMED) 123 NEXT CHAP (5: COURSE PLAN) 

¶ PDF-Only Classes ς 5ƻƴΩǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻǳǊ ǳǎŜǎΦ 

 

Audit ¶ No Course Credit ς Just show up to the class for your own 

enjoyment. 

¶ Recorded on Transcript ς LŦ ȅƻǳ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ 

requirements (e.g., do one problem per week), the course 

will be on your transcript ŀǎ ά!¦5Φέ 

¶ Failing the Class? ς ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ 

ά!¦5έ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘΦ 

 

Transfer (T) ¶ Basically PDF ς Except as a transfer course from another 

university. 

¶ Why PDF? ς tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

rigorous enough to count towards your Princeton GPA. 

¶ See Chapter 5.2 ς For different transfer credit 

opportunities. 

 

 

Selecting your grading option between the 7th and 9th week of the semester (i.e., 

Ǉŀǎǘ ƳƛŘǘŜǊƳǎύ ƻƴ ¢ƛƎŜǊIǳōΦ {ƻƳŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴs 

όŜΦƎΦΣ άbƻ t5CΣέ άbƻ !ǳŘƛǘΣέ ŀƴŘ άt5C-hƴƭȅέύ. 

 

 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ !Ωǎ. First year is tough, especially 

with BSE requirements and adjusting to college courses. It gets better as you 

become a better student though. 

 

4.9) The Honor Code and Discipline 
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The Honor System: 

https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/undergraduate-honor-system 

Rights, Rules, Responsibilities: 

https://rrr.princeton.edu/ 

 

 

Follow the Honor Code! LǘΩǎ enforced and has serious consequences (i.e., 

suspension). LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛŦ ŎŀǳƎƘǘΦ 

 

Sign the Honor Pledge on exams and the Student Acknowledgement of Written 

Work on anything else. 

 

Honor Pledge: 

I pledge my honor that I have not violated the honor code during this 

examination. [Signed Name, type it if need be] 

Student Acknowledge of Written Work: 

This paper represents my own work in accordance with University regulations. 

[Signed Name]. 

https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/undergraduate-honor-system
https://rrr.princeton.edu/
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The Rights, Rules, and Responsibilities book holds all the policies concerning 

academic integrity. 

 

 

Overview of the Honor Code 

 

Quality: Description: 
 

Two Types of 

Academic Violations 

¶ On Exams ς Then you get referred to the honor code 

protocol. 
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¶ On Everything Else ς Like homework or other assignments 

(as well as behavioral violations), that goes to the 

Committee on Discipline.  

 

Who Judges? ¶ The Honor Committee ς For Honor Code violations. 

Consists of one member each of sophomore, junior, and 

senior class government, two members of first year class, 

and other undergrads for 15 total members. 

¶ The Faculty-Student Committee on Discipline ς Consisting 

ƻŦΧ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ 

¶ Office of the Dean of the Graduate School ς For violations 

concerning graduate students. 

 

What Are Violations? ¶ Unapproved Tutor ς Approved tutors are through the 

University (e.g., McGraw, residential colleges). 

¶ Plagiarism ς i.e., copying. 

¶ Writing Overtime on Exams ς LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜǇǊƛƳŀƴŘŜŘΦ 

¶ Unauthorized Multiple Submission ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ƛƴ ǿƻǊƪ 

ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ 

approved. 

¶ False Citation ς Cite sources accurately. 

¶ Attempting to Gain an Unfair Advantage ς Be legit. 

¶ Violating Exam Procedures ς However your teacher 

defines these. 

¶ Unauthorized Collaboration ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

unless allowed. 

 

Possible Penalties ¶ No Penalty ς You get off free and all records of the case 

that personally identify you get destroyed. 

¶ 5ŜŀƴΩǎ ²ŀǊƴƛƴƎ ς A light warning that will only be kept on 

file until you graduate (i.e., not on permanent record). 

¶ Reprimand ς {ǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 5ŜŀƴΩǎ ²ŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƴot be on 

permanent record unless another infraction. 

¶ Disciplinary Probation ς Even stronger than reprimand, 

assigned for a specific amount of time and appears on 

permanent record (but not on transcript). 
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¶ Suspension ς Being required to take a leave of absence 

(see Chapter 12.10 on gap years for details). Generally, 

the most common penalty. 

¶ Degree Withholding ς Essentially suspension for seniors, 

ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΦ 

¶ Expulsion ς Being forced to never come back to the 

University again. Usually only for repeat offenses or senior 

thesis offenses. 

 

Your Rights During 

Investigation 

¶ Right to Be Informed ς You will know you are being 

investigated before being asked any questions. 

¶ Right to Call Witnesses ς During initial interview with 

investigators. 

¶ Right to Review Evidence ς Before the hearing. 

¶ Right to Maintain Innocence ς ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀŘ 

guilty. 

 

Rights During 

Adjudication (the 

Hearing) 

¶ Right to Representative from ODUS ς To explain the rules 

and procedures before and during the hearing, as a 

nonvoting resource. 

¶ Right to Peer Representative ς Who can be any current 

undergrad. They can help clarify your answers and 

question witnesses. 

¶ Right to a CoǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊΩǎ /ŀǎŜ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ 

Recording ς {ƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

found guilty. 

¶ Right to Poll Individual Committee Member Votes ς Only 

ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƎǳƛƭǘȅΦ 

 

 

 

 

How to Not Break the Honor Code 
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Strategy: Description: 
 

Read the Syllabus ¶ Every Class Has a Different Policy ς Be careful. 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ DŜǘ ¦ƴƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ IŜƭǇ ¶ No Unofficial Tutors ς The only tutors allowed are 

the ones at McGraw. 

¶ Collaboration Policy ς {ƻƳŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ 

to work with other students on problem sets or set 

restrictions on it. 

 

Cite All Your Sources ¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ /ƻǇȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ς At least rephrase and cite. 

¶ Learn to Cite ς In-text citation.  

¶ Zotero ς Makes it easy to cite work. 

¶ Coding Too! ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ŎƻǇȅ ŎƻŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ 

unless allowed.  

 

Double Check Exam Policy ¶ Write the Honor Statement ς At the top of this 

chapter. 

¶ Procedures ς Is it open book? Open note? 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ²ǊƛǘŜ hǾŜǊǘƛƳŜ ς LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ 

get a warning, but otherwise it can be bad. 

 

 

 

 

The Violation Process (Committee on 

Discipline) 

 

Step: Description: 
 

1. Getting Reported ¶ Who Reports? ς Teachers, peers, or P-Safe 

(especially for behavioral incidents) report violations 

of the Rights, Rules, and Responsibilities. 
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¶ Who Follows Up? ς A University investigator will 

decide if the case should be pursued. 

 

2. Scheduling the 
Hearing 

¶ Who in Attendance? ς About 5 COD members (3 

students and 2 faculty members), 2 deans, your 

advising faculty member, and usually a teacher in 

the offending course. 

¶ Time ς Typically Thursday nights. Student in 

question will be given at least 24 ƘƻǳǊǎΩ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ. 

 

3. The Hearing ¶ Explaining the Procedures ς By one of the deans. 

¶ Defend Yourself ς Give a personal statement. 

¶ Questions ς The committee will ask you about the 

incident. 

¶ Calling Additional Witnesses ς If they help clarify 

the case. 

¶ Concluding Statement ς By you, and possibly by 

your advisor if they want to add anything. 

¶ Decision Time ς You leave the room, the COD votes, 

and then the decision is told to you the following 

morning. 

 

4. Appeals ¶ Only on Procedural Unfairness or Harmful Bias ς 

You have a stronger case for the appeal if the 

process was skewed against you. 

¶ Within One Week of Decision ς Write to the dean of 

the college. 

¶ /ŀƴΩǘ DŜǘ LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ tŜƴŀƭǘȅ ς So you can be 

punished for appealing. 

 

5. Key Things to 
Remember 

¶ Terminology ς ¢ƘŜ /h5 ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ōȅ άŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ 

ǇŜǊǎǳŀǎƛǾŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ 

ǘƘŀƴ άǇǊŜǇƻƴŘŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƪŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

άōŜȅƻƴŘ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŘƻǳōǘΦέ 

¶ Seeking Disposition ς You have the right to seek a 

ŘŜŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ όƛΦŜΦΣ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛnal 
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judgment) and let the dean make the decision 

themselves. 

¶ Two Stage Voting ς The COD votes on whether you 

are responsible. Then they vote on what would be 

the appropriate penalty. 

 

 

 

The Honor Code applies in computer science courses too! Many violations are 

reported every year for code that is copied from the Internet. Be careful.    
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Chapter 5 : Course 

Planning  
 

 

 

Crafting the perfect schedule is a high IQ play. 

 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘΥ 

¶ Special academic courses and programs. 

¶ Adding and dropping your courses. 

¶ Tools for planning your courseload. 

¶ (Non) academic awards and grad school. 
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5.1) Choosing Courses to Take 
 

 

Principles for Choosing Courses 

 

Principle: Description: 
 

Course Evaluations 

(Quality) 

¶ Previous Classes ς Was the class rated well in previous 

semesters? Is it getting better or worse? 

¶ The Professor ς Check what other classes the professor 

has taught (easiest to check on Princeton Courses).  

¶ Why is it Good/Bad? ς Some classes get bad reviews 

because people ŀǊŜ ōŀŘ ŀǘ ƳŀǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ 

ƳŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ 

 

Does it Fulfill 

Requirements? 

¶ Distribution Requirement? ς Remember your CD can 

be concurrently filled with other distribution 

requirements. 
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¶ Concentration Requirement? ς Classes you need for 

your major or as a prerequisite to enter a major. 

¶ Certificate Requirement? ς Some certificates want you 

to take certain classes early. 

¶ Exploring Interests? ς LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ 

you want, take some classes, ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŦǳƴΦ 

¶ Multiple Requirements? ς A concentration 

requirement can also fulfill a distribution and certificate 

requirement simultaneously, in many cases. 

 

When? ¶ Lunchtime? ς You can grab late meal or pick up lunch 

early (see Chapter 10.2), but preferably you have a 

break to eat.  

¶ Time Between Classes? ς If one class is across campus 

and another is in 10 minutes, you might not make it in 

time. 

 

How Many Classes? ¶ Four course semesters ς AB students do five courses 

per semester at least once, but four is the average. 

¶ Independent Work? ς Treat that like another class, 

ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΦ 

¶ More Than Five? ς Think very seriously against doing 

this, but if you are that curious, be prepared to drop 

classes. 

 

Difficulty ¶ A Mix? ς Ideally a balance of challenging and easier 

classes. 

¶ An Easy Semester? ς Sometimes a break can help you 

prioritize extracurriculars/independent work or prepare 

for a harder semester ahead. 

¶ A Hard Semester? ς 5ƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƳŀǊǘ 

or show you can suffer. You get plenty of bragging 

rights taking 1-2 difficult classes in a semester anyway. 

 

Advisor Advice ¶ t!!Ωǎ ς The most helpful since they are a current 

student. 
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¶ Academic Advisor ς Helpful during first year and 

sophomore year to get another look in case ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

like your PAA. 

 

How Many Spots? ¶ Upperclass Students Pick First ς LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ 

a first year might not get a spot. 

¶ Small Seminars ς These usually get filled quickly. 

¶ Popular Classes or Professors ς Also fill quickly. 

¶ Large Alternatives? ς Classes >50 people almost 

certainly will not fill up. 

 

 

 

Three Strategies for Fulfilling (Distribution) 

Requirements 

 

Strategy: Time: 
 

The Quick Strategy ¶ Save Yourself Stress Later ς You may be occupied with 

major requirements later. 

¶ LŦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ bƻǘ {ǳǊŜ ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ 5ƻ ς Distributions can 

introduce you to new departments and certificates. 

¶ Tackle Easier Requirements First ς If you are going to 

struggle with labs, tackle an LA or SA first instead. 

¶ Freshman Seminars ς Can fulfill many types of distribution 

requirements while being comparatively easy for Princeton 

classes; this rewards people who tackle distributions early. 

 

The Balanced 

Strategy  

¶ 1-2 Distributions Per Semester ς So you can take other 

classes that might satisfy major requirements or are fun. 

¶ Fun and Boring Classes ς If you dread all your distributions, 

then taking a semester of just those would burn you out. 

This strategy avoids that. 
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¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ Wǳǎǘ ¢ŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ά9ŀǎȅέ /ƭŀǎǎ ς άwƻŎƪǎ ŦƻǊ WƻŎƪǎΣέ ά{ǘŀǊǎ 

ŦƻǊ {ǘƻƴŜǊǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ άŜŀǎȅέ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

increasingly difficult. 

¶ Time to Find Interesting Classes ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ǊǳǎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 

ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǘŜΦ 

 

The Procrastinator 

Strategy 

¶ No, Procrastinating is Not Cool ς Joking about bad habits 

relieves stress but rushing last minute is not fun. 

¶ ²ŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ DƻƻŘ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎΧ .ǳǘ bƻǘ ¢ƻƻ [ƻƴƎ ς Some great 

{9[Ωǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ōǳǘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎ 

ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊǳǎƘ into a boring class. 

¶ Take Stock Senior Year ς Seniors take less classes to focus 

on the thesis, so finish distributions before then. 

 

 

 

The Rule of 12 notes that you can only take 12 courses in your department, to 

promote a diverse liberal arts education. Most departments require about 8-

мл ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ мн ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ  

 

 

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘest classes! ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

ǎƳŀǊǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ŜƭǎŜΤ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƳŀǊǘ 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǘ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳǊ Dt! ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳ 

think (see Chapter 5.6). 

 

5.2) Notable Courses and Programs 
 

 

List of Special Academic Programs: 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-programs 

 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-programs
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Course Sequences 

 

Name: Description: 
 

HUM (Humanities) 

Sequence 

¶ Really Hard ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛƎƘǘƭȅΦ 

¶ Two Courses, Two Semesters ς Four courses total; 

ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ Ϥп ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪe first year. 

¶ Distribution Requirements ς н [!ΩǎΣ м I!Σ ŀƴŘ м 9/Φ  

¶ Content ς Everything in Western literature from 

ancient to modern times. 

¶ Breadth over Depth ς ~60 texts over a year means you 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

¶ One Semester is Okay ς Some take just the fall 

semester, and some take only the spring. 

¶ Trips ς Go to Greece, New York City, and other special 

events. 

¶ Dedicated Faculty and Community ς They also know 

that most students in the course are first years, so 

supportive. 

 

ISC (Integrated Science 

Curriculum) 

¶ The Science HUM Sequence ς Also very hard, be wary. 

¶ Two Courses, Two Semesters ς Four courses total. 

¶ Fulfills BSE Requirements ς Two semesters of 

chemistry and physics, one semester of computer 

science and molecular biology. 

¶ Math? ς Recommended that you take MAT 203/204 

concurrently, but only need MAT 104 to enroll. 

¶ Not Limited to BSE First Years ς AB science students 

might also benefit. 

¶ Dedicated Faculty ς And a unique curriculum that 

combines sciences in one course. 

 

https://humstudies.princeton.edu/humanities-sequence/
https://humstudies.princeton.edu/humanities-sequence/
https://lsi.princeton.edu/integratedscience
https://lsi.princeton.edu/integratedscience
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East Asian Humanities 

Sequence 

¶ Only Two Courses ς Unlike Western Humanities 

Sequence, which is four courses. 

¶ Still Two Semesters ς .ǳǘ ŦƻǊΧ 9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀΦ 

 

 

 

Other Special Courses 

 

Name: Description: 
 

Writing Seminars ¶ Required ς See Chapter 4.7. 

¶ Three Preferences ς ̧ ƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

pick. 

¶ Teacher Quality First, Subject Second ς When 

choosing. Every writing seminar teaches the same 

concepts, but a good teacher helps you learn well. 

 

Freshman Seminars ¶ Really Nice ς Usually easier than other classes because 

professors know first years are new to Princeton. 

¶ Good for Distribution Requirements ς If you want to 

fulfill one easily. 

¶ Interesting Topics ς Usually pretty niche but 

interesting. 

¶ Rare Chance for Seminars ς You might not get another 

chance to take one until junior or senior year. 

 

CWR (Creative Writing) 

Courses 

¶ Send a Writing Sample ς More to gauge your writing 

skill rather than competing against other applicants, 

for intro CWR courses. 

¶ Apply Early ς Application is due before course 

selection starts, but you might be able to switch in 

after classes start. 

https://humstudies.princeton.edu/east-asian-humanities-sequence/
https://humstudies.princeton.edu/east-asian-humanities-sequence/
https://writing.princeton.edu/undergraduates/writing-seminars
https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/freshman-seminars
https://arts.princeton.edu/academics/creative-writing/creative-writing-courses/
https://arts.princeton.edu/academics/creative-writing/creative-writing-courses/
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¶ Chill ς Usually PDF only and fun but come prepared to 

be a better writer. 

 

ProCES Courses ¶ Program for Community Engaged Scholarship ς 

Classes that have a community service component. 

Unique experience. 

¶ Service Focus ς A program with the Pace Center that 

connects students who do service internships and are 

required to take a SF-designated ProCES course. 

 

FSI (Freshman Scholars 

Institute) 

¶ Invitation Only ς Mostly for first-generation/low-

income students. 

¶ Why? ς To get acquainted with tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΩǎ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ 

and networks. 

¶ How Long? ς 7 weeks, summer before first year. 

¶ What Courses? ς ¢ǿƻ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ά²ŀȅǎ ƻŦ 

YƴƻǿƛƴƎΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

can fulfill your SEL, QCR, or SA requirement. 

 

Student-Initiated 

Seminars 

¶ Can Fill Departmental Requirements ς But not 

distribution requirements. 

¶ Design Your Own Seminar ς If you and other students 

have an interest in a niche topic. 

¶ 12+ Students and a Faculty Member ς Can propose a 

course and design the syllabus and reading list. 

¶ Make an Appointment ς With the Deputy Dean of the 

College (currently Dean Colagiuri). 

 

Reading Courses ¶ Design Your Own Course ς Meet one-on-one with a 

professor regularly and devise your own syllabus of 

readings. 

¶ A More Personal Student-Initiated Seminar ς One-on-

one as opposed to 12 students. 

 

Graduate Level Courses ¶ With Permission ς Just ask the professor. Be prepared 

ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ 

https://proces.princeton.edu/students/find-course
https://focus.princeton.edu/
https://fsi.princeton.edu/
https://fsi.princeton.edu/
https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-programs/student-initiated-seminars
https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-programs/student-initiated-seminars
https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-programs/reading-courses
https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-programs/enrollment-graduate-level-courses
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¶ Fill Out a Reading Course Sheet ς This is a formality 

but otherwise you would just be like any other student 

in the class. 

 

Summer Courses ¶ Some Study Abroad Courses ς Such as global seminars 

or special courses like Princeton in Copenhagen (to 

study Kierkegaard).  

¶ Some Math and Language Courses ς If you need to fill 

prerequisites. 

¶ Not Expected ς Most Princeton students spend their 

summers doing jobs or internships, but this can free 

up your schedule in a later semester. 

¶ Transfer Credit ς If you want to take courses at your 

local university instead. 

¶ Financial Aid? ς Might not be given to you, so you may 

want to seek funding (see Chapter 13). 

 

 

 

Transfer Credit Options and Field Work 

 

Name: Description: 
 

Transfer Credit (i.e., 

another university) 

¶ A T On a Transcript ς ̧ ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ ƻǊ ŀ 

GPA boost from these. 

¶ Approve in Advance ς Start early in the previous 

semester. 

¶ Study Abroad ς If not a specifically Princeton 

sponsored program (e.g., the Global Seminars, 

Princeton in Kenya), you get a T. 

¶ Might Not Fulfill Requirements ς Always check with 

your advisors and get courses approved before 

starting. 

 



CHAP 5: COURSE PLANNING TABLE OF CONT. SECTION 2: ACADEMICS 

PREV. CHAP (4: ACAD REQS) 140 NEXT CHAP (6: RESOURCES & TIPS) 

Cross-Registration 

Program 

¶ Take Courses for Free at Three Nearby Universities ς 

Only if they are not offered at Princeton and does not 

reimburse transportation. 

¶ Princeton Theological Seminary ς Very close by, 

graduate courses in theology, religion, and society. 

¶ Rutgers University ς 30-minute drive from campus, 

must be approved one month before classes start. 

¶ Westminster Choir College ς 30-minute walk, vocal or 

instrumental instruction in piano or organ. No 

Princeton credit but 30-minute lesson per week or one 

course per semester for free. 

 

Field Study ¶ A Semester Working ς In a government agency, 

private firm, or nonprofit.  

¶ Academic Component ς Should be equivalent to four 

classes, and need a faculty advisor, supplementary 

assignments, and course of study. 

¶ Ambiguous Details ς Ask the Deputy Dean of the 

College (Dean Colagiuri). 

 

University Scholars 

Program 

¶ A Non-Traditional Route ς If you have an exceptional 

ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǇǳǊǎǳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ 

arts curriculum. 

¶ Examples? ς Professional careers in music or 

performance. 

¶ How? ς After declaring a concentration, strong 

academic record, and three faculty members with one 

of them being an advisor. 

¶ Who to Ask? ς Committee on Examinations and 

Standing approves, for questions ask the Deputy Dena 

of the College (Dean Colagiuri). 

 

Global Seminars ¶ Six Week Courses Around the World ς About 5-6 

offered every year,  

¶ Very Competitive ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ōŀŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴΦ 

¶ Summer Course ς Counts for your GPA too. 

 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-programs/cross-registration-programs
https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-programs/cross-registration-programs
https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-programs/field-study
https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-programs/university-scholar-program
https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/special-academic-programs/university-scholar-program
https://piirs.princeton.edu/study-learn/global-seminars
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5.3) Study Abroad 
 

 

OIP Page on Study Abroad 

https://oip.princeton.edu/our-programs/study-abroad 

Global Program Systems (Where You Submit Study Abroad Applications): 

https://gps.princeton.edu/ 

Princeton Summer Courses: 

https://registrar.princeton.edu/course-offerings/summer-programs 

 

 

What is Study Abroad? 

 

Quality: Description: 
 

Study All Over the 

World 

¶ Literally Anywhere ς Princeton has centers in practically 

any continent except for Antarctica. 

¶ Choose a Princeton Program ς Notable ones are 

Princeton in Kenya or Panama in the EEB program, trips to 

Greece at the Princeton Athens Center, and Princeton in 

Africa/Asia/Latin America. 

¶ Any Study Abroad Program or University Anywhere ς You 

can apply to a program outside of Princeton and they will 

support you. 

 

Generous Funding ¶ Reimbursed Financial Aid ς The costs of the study abroad 

program are sent to your bank account, to which you then 

send to the study abroad program. 

https://oip.princeton.edu/our-programs/study-abroad
https://gps.princeton.edu/
https://registrar.princeton.edu/course-offerings/summer-programs
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¶ Same Aid as Princeton ς If your study abroad program is 

cheaper than Princeton, you might end up with some 

excess money. 

¶ Possible Profit? ς If you spend underbudget, you pocket 

the change (which can be hundreds of dollars, if frugal). 

¶ Travel ς You can also use excess money to travel (i.e., 

nearby countries). Especially within the European Union, 

very easy to cross borders. 

 

Ideal Time to Do It ¶ Sophomore Spring is Best ς ̧ ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ /ŀƴΩǘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀōǊƻŀŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 

than this. 

¶ Junior Fall or Spring Depending on Department ς Some 

ƳŀƧƻǊǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ άƧǳƴƛƻǊ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊέ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ 

you for independent work, which may limit your ability to 

study abroad in junior fall. 

¶ To Do Independent Research ς A unique chance to do 

ŦƛŜƭŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΧ ōǳǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Lw. ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀl for 

any studies you conduct with human subjects. 

¶ GPA Cutoff ς You need to have a 3.0 GPA for the previous 

academic year, but you can get an exception with support 

from your res college, an excuse for the low GPA, or a 

compelling academic reason. 

 

 

 

Why You Should Study Abroad 

 

Reason: Description: 
 

Gain Cultural 

Understanding 

¶ Learn Cultures In-Depth ς Much more than a daytrip to 

any country, at least. Learn about daily life. 
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¶ Volunteer ς If possible, to interact with the community; it 

might be hard otherwise. 

 

Academic Reasons ¶ Practice Language ς In an immersive, practical setting. 

¶ Field Work ς Especially for independent work that might 

require field research.  

 

Taking a Break ¶ Usually Easier than Princeton ς Much more relaxed since 

people on study abroad are more there for the experience 

than for the academics.  

¶ No Extracurriculars to Worry About ς Which you will find, 

gives you much more free time. 

¶ A Change of Scenery ς Suburban New Jersey can get tiring 

after a while. 

¶ Visiting Other Countries ς You can take the time to visit 

other countries in the area, if you have money left over. 

 

Generous Financial 

Aid 

¶ Same as Princeton, but Without Stress ς You get the 

same amount of financial aid as you would for a regular 

Princeton semester. 

¶ Possible Reimbursement ς Princeton gives you the 

financial aid in your bank account so you can directly pay 

the outside institution and handle daily expenses. Budget 

well and you might have a couple extra thousand dollars, 

if on full aid. 

 

 

 

Why You Should Not Study Abroad 

 

Reason: Description: 
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Independent Work 

Getting in the Way 

¶ You Still Have to Do Work ς Your department might ban 

you from studying abroad for a semester when you have a 

JP due, or they might ask that you do it with the same 

deadlines as at Princeton. 

¶ Stress Less but Not Stress Free ς It might be easier to do 

independent work without the stress of Princeton, but it 

might hamper the fact that study abroad was going to 

help you relax. 

 

Taking Advantage of 

Princeton 

¶ Princeton is Too Good ς Princeton classes are rigorous 

and engaging, which means that the study abroad 

academic experience can be less fruitful (unless going to a 

comparatively rigorous program, like Oxford). 

¶ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΩǎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ς You might have a harder time 

accessing physical resources (e.g., library books), but most 

services are set up to work virtually in some capacity. 

 

No GPA Boost ¶ All Classes are PDF ς Relaxing, but also not a chance to 

raise your GPA. ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘ ŀǎ ŀ ά¢έ 

for transfer credit. 

¶ Unless a Princeton Program ς Then your grades will be on 

A-F basis. 

 

Giving Up 

Extracurriculars 

¶ Giving Up Leadership Positions ς You might not get them 

back when you return, or you might not have had enough 

time to realize your full potential in the position. 

¶ How Important Is It to You? ς Most clubs manage to run 

fine while people are studying abroad (since many do it), 

but make sure you set up roles and expectations for a 

replacement if you are an officer. 

 

 

 

How to Prepare for Study Abroad 
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Step: Description: 
 

1. Find a Program ¶ A Princeton Program? ς ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

logistics for you. 

¶ A Third-Party Program? ς Search on the Princeton 

global programs website or talk to an advisor at the 

study abroad office. You will need to apply through 

there and then tell Princeton when you get in. 

 

2. Get Your Visa ¶ The Most Time Consuming Part ς Especially for 

certain countries, like South Africa,  

¶ Make an Appointment with the US Consulate ς 

¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǾŜǊ your application. You may 

need to get extra vaccinations. 

 

3. Tell People That 
¸ƻǳΩǊŜ Going 

¶ Student Organizations ς LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ 

replacement. 

¶ Your Friends ς The real ones will keep in touch or 

catch up with you when you come back. 

¶ Foreign Friends ς If you know someone in the 

country, perhaps plan to pay them a visit. 

 

4. Budget ¶ Plan for Unexpected Expenses - Χ¸ƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿΦ 

¶ Check Local Living Expenses ς Some countries have 

much cheaper food prices compared to the US. 

¶ Live Comfortably ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǘƻ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƭŀǾƛǎƘƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎƘƻƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ 

budgeǘΤ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ 

 

5. Schedule Your 
Finals 

¶ Take within 24 Hours of Original Exam ς Yes, you 

may have to take your final exams from the previous 

semester across the world if your program starts 

early. 

¶ Let All Your Professors Know ς Each class may have 

different arrangements. 
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¶ Let Your Study Abroad Program Know ς If Princeton 

wants to send them materials to help proctor an 

exam. 

 

 

 

Study abroad grades matter for grad school! When applying then, you will 

have to send grad schools your Princeton transcript and your transcript from 

the institution that you went to on study abroad, where they will be able to 

ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƎƻǘΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ά¢έ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΦ 

 

5.4) Adding and Dropping Courses 
 

 

The TigerHub Course Planner. Make sure to press the down arrow to send your 

selections to the course queue. 

 

 

How to Add (Sign-Up) for Courses 
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Step: Description: 
 

1. Sign into 

TigerHub 

¶ Login with Your Princeton Netid ς You should 

bookmark TigerHub too. 

¶ LŦ ¢ƛƎŜǊIǳō 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ [ƻŀŘ ς Try clicking the home 

button or refreshing the page. 

¶ Go to Course Planner ς Usually on the top right. 

 

2. Add Courses to 

Course Queue 

¶ Add Your Courses ς ̧ ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŘŘ ǘǿƻ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ 

at the same time. 

¶ Add All Sections ς Some classes require you to sign up 

for the lecture, precept, and lab sections. 

¶ tǊŜŎŜǇǘ άtффΚέ ς These are placeholders until precept 

times are officially announced within the first two 

weeks of class. 

¶ Send to Course Queue ς ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΤ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

be able to add courses until they are sent. 

¶ Have Back-Up Courses ς Send those to the course 

queue too in case your classes fill up (especially for 

smaller classes like seminars). 

 

3. Set an Alarm for 

7:15 AM on the 

Day and Go 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ .Ŝ ŀ aƛƴǳǘŜ [ŀǘŜ ς You want to be at your 

computer for exactly 7:30; even a couple seconds can 

mean missing out on a class. 

¶ Have TigerHub Open ς Open it a couple minutes before 

тΥол !aΦ .Ŝ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά!ŘŘ /ƻǳǊǎŜǎΦέ 

¶ Lag ς Be persistent and patient. 

 

4. LŦ ¸ƻǳ 5ƻƴΩǘ DŜǘ 

the Classes You 

Want 

¶ Sign Up for Your Backups ς Have a list on hand and sign 

up quickly. 

¶ Email Professors to Be Waitlisted ς Do this quickly too 

so you can be closer to the top of the waitlist. 

¶ Try to Enroll When Classes Start ς Some people will 

drop a class after the first week, especially large intro 

classes. 
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How to Drop Courses 

 

Step: Description: 
 

1. Consider Other 

Options 

¶ PDF Instead? ς If you think you can get at least a C and 

ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

¶ Audit Instead? ς Audits are treated like dropping, but 

you can still get the course materials for your 

enrichment. 

¶ Withdraw from the Semester? ς If you plan to drop 

multiple classes, consider taking a gap year (see 

Chapter 12.9). 

 

2. Double Check 

Requirements 

¶ Departmental Requirements? ς You may need to get it 

signed off by your department if you really need it. 

¶ Distribution Requirements? ς Do you have a plan to 

fulfill it later? 

¶ Total Credit Requirements? ς Will you have 17 courses 

by end of sophomore year? 31 (or 36 for BSE) by end of 

senior year? 

 

3. Go to TigerHub ¶ Go to Drop Courses ς And then drop it. Simple. 

¶ Pay a Fee? ς If you drop between the third and ninth 

week of classes, you must pay a fee of ~$50. If you are 

struggling, it is usually worth it though. 

 

5.5) Course Planning Tools 
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AB and BSE Course Load by Semester 

 

 AB BSE 
First Year Fall 4 4 

First Year Spring 4 5 

Sophomore Fall 5 5 

Sophomore Spring 4 5 

Junior Fall 4 5 

Junior Spring 4 4 

Senior Fall 3 (or 4) 4 

Senior Spring 3 (or 2) 4 

 

Note: You must take 17 classes by end of sophomore year for AB to be in good 

standing. 

 

 

A picture of Recal.io 
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Course Managing Tools 

 

Tool: Description: 
 

TigerHub ¶ Course Planner ς Use this part to see how your schedule 

fits before officially signing up for courses. 

¶ Check Your Grades ς Midterm and final grades posted 

here. 

¶ View Degree Progress ς See which requirements you have 

fulfilled. Not always accurate to departmental 

requirements, but usually accurate for distributions. 

¶ View Internal Transcript ς Review all ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 

taken so far and download transcripts for any 

applications. 

 

Course Offerings ¶ Official Course Website ς Search for classes to take here. 

¶ Filters ς By distribution requirement, time, or subject. 

¶ Course Evaluations ς Check these to see what previous 

students say about class. 

¶ Time and Location ς /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀ 

ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΦ 

 

Princeton Courses ¶ TigerApp ς Student-designed and maintained. 

¶ Easy to Navigate Offerings ς Also easier to see how 

professors are evaluated over time (e.g., their first 

semester teaching might be bad, but get better) 

 

Recal.io ¶ Another TigerApp ς Student-designed and maintained. 

¶ Calendar and Plan Schedules ς You can plan out multiple 

different schedules, great for backup plans. 

  

https://phubprod.princeton.edu/psp/phubprod/?cmd=start
https://registrar.princeton.edu/course-offerings
https://www.princetoncourses.com/
https://recal.io/landing
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TigerPath ¶ Another TigerApp ς Student-designed and maintained. 

¶ Plan Your Four Years ς Enter in the courses you have and 

will take, and it will track the requirements you hit. 

¶ Distributions and Concentration Requirements ς Most of 

these are registered in the system, though they are 

working on tracking certificates too. 

 

TigerSnatch ¶ Another TigerApp? ς A new iteration of the classic 

TigerApp, Pounce. 

¶ When Waiting for Courses to Open Up ς Subscribe to a 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǎǇƻǘ ƻǇŜƴǎΦ 

 

Google Calendar ¶ Not a Princeton Product ς But still helpful for you to stay 

organized if you have non-class commitments (e.g., a job). 

¶ Color Coding? ς Try putting in your classes in one color, 

and then planning the rest of your week in another color. 

 

 

 

5.6) Gt!Ωǎ and Academic Awards 
 

 

2019 Class Day Prize Winners: 

https://www.princeton.edu/news/2019/06/03/students-honored-leadership-

and-service-class-day 

Service Awards and Prizes: 

https://pace.princeton.edu/about/service-awards-and-prizes-0 

Graduation Honors: 

https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/academic-regulations/graduation-and-

honors 

Daily Princetonian Breakdown of Academic Award Recipients: 

https://www.tigerpath.io/
https://snatch.tigerapps.org/landing
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2019/06/03/students-honored-leadership-and-service-class-day
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2019/06/03/students-honored-leadership-and-service-class-day
https://pace.princeton.edu/about/service-awards-and-prizes-0
https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/academic-regulations/graduation-and-honors
https://ua.princeton.edu/contents/academic-regulations/graduation-and-honors
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https://www.dailyprincetonian.com/article/2020/04/princetons-award-

paradox 

 

 

DǊŀŘŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƪΗ Having the Princeton degree 

is enough to impress most people. TǊȅ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘΣ ōǳǘ /Ωǎ Řƻ ƎŜǘ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΦ 

 

 

What Grades Actually Matter For 

 

Name: Description: 
 

Grad School ¶ 3.7 GPA ς About the highest you would really need for 

any top tier school. Maybe a 3.8 for Cambridge to be 

extra safe since they calculate grades differently. 

¶ [ƻǿŜǊ Dt!Ωǎ !ǊŜ hƪŀȅ ς tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ оΦл Dt!Ωǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ 

into good schools. 

¶ Research is More Important ς Having impressive 

ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ 

thǊƻǳƎƘ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

 

Certain Academic 

Awards 

¶ See Below ς for a list of academic awards. 

¶ The Top of the Top ς ̧ ƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ 

you are the smartest kid when you already go to one 

of the highest colleges in the country. 

 

Departmental Honors ¶ Honors? ς Cum laude = honors, magna cum laude = 

higher honors, summa cum laude = highest honors. 

¶ How Many People Get Them? ς About half of a 

ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ  

https://www.dailyprincetonian.com/article/2020/04/princetons-award-paradox
https://www.dailyprincetonian.com/article/2020/04/princetons-award-paradox
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¶ Does it Matter? ς Not for grad school, because if you 

apply during yoǳǊ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ 

honors by then. 

 

Jobs and Scholarships ¶ Minimum GPA Requirements ς Some jobs will require 

a minimum 3.0 GPA, but usually not stricter than that. 

¶ Irrelevant After the First Jobς Since work experience 

is a better indicator of your skills as a worker. 

¶ Scholarships ς The Rhodes and Marshall generally 

want to see a 3.7+ GPAΧ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƴΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ 

of getting it are slim. 

 

 

 

No one has to know your GPA unless you tell them. LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƎǊŀŘ 

school, your GPA becomes irrelevant after you get your first job. 

 

 

Your GPA will likely go up throughout your Princeton career. If you are BSE, 

you will finally get past all the prerequisites. You will also be better at studying 

ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ !ƴŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ Dt!Ωǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƻǿŜǊ 

on average because of the historic grade deflation policy. 

 

 

List of Academic Awards at Princeton 

 

Name: Description: 
 

Phi Beta Kappa ¶ Highest Tenth GPA ς of your class year. 

¶ Senior Year ς Some elected early senior year, but 

most at graduation. 
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¶ The Oldest National Honorary Scholastic Society ς 

There are students at other colleges part of it. 

 

Society of Sigma Xi ¶ Scientific Research ς Usually based on your thesis 

work. 

 

Tau Beta Pi ¶ National Engineering Honor Society ς for the BSE 

students. 

¶ Top Grades ς Upper eighth of junior class or upper 

fifth of senior class. 

 

Pyne Prize ¶ Official Description ς άexcellence in scholarship, 

character, and effective support of the best interests 

of Princeton University.έ 

¶ 3 Senior Winners ς with good academic records. 

¶ Nominate Someone ς Send a letter to 

pyneprize@princeton.edu in January.  

 

Valedictorian ¶ The Highest-Ranking Student ς GPA considered with 

other qualities. Gets to give a speech. 

¶ tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ²ƻƴΩǘ .Ŝ ¸ƻǳ ς Even if you were high school 

valedictorian, you are in a school with hundreds of 

other valedictorians. 

Salutatorian ¶ A High-Ranking Student ς But must speak Latin. 

¶ Graduation Speech ς Delivered in Latin, with students 

provided translations. 

 

Thesis Prizes ¶ Determined by Department ς Smaller departments 

will get you a better chance at winning an award. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ .Ŝǎǘ LƴΧ - Certain subareas in the field, and a best 

thesis for the entire department. 

¶ Cash Prizes ς These are often thousands of dollars, but 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ. 

 

 

mailto:pyneprize@princeton.edu
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Academic Awards at Opening Exercises 

 

Name: Description: 
 

Freshman First Honor 

Prize 

¶ 1-2 Sophomore Winners ς Exceptional achievement 

during first year. 

 

George B. Wood Legacy 

Sophomore Prize 

¶ 1-2 Junior Winners ς Also exceptional achievement 

during sophomore year. 

 

George B. Wood Legacy 

Junior Prize 

¶ 1-2 Senior Winners ς Again, exceptional achievement 

during junior year. 

 

Class of 1939 Princeton 

Scholar Award 

¶ Cumulative Academic Achievement ς 1-2 senior 

winners, highest academic achievement for all 

previous years. 

 

Shapiro Prize ¶ A Little Bit After Opening Exercises ς Technically given 

in late September. 

¶ First and Second Year Students Only ς No upperclass 

students. 

¶ Nominated by Faculty ς So talk to your professors. 

¶ The Top 3% ς LǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ фт҈Φ 

 

 

5.7) Non-Academic Awards 
 

https://odoc.princeton.edu/faculty-staff/shapiro-prize-academic-excellence
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Service Awards and Prizes: 

https://pace.princeton.edu/about/service-awards-and-prizes-0 

 

 

These award descriptions are quite vague. This allows a lot of people to be 

eligible. Keep in mind that the first step to getting an award is to get 

nominated (mostly by faculty), so like said in Chapter 3, talk to people and 

build relationships! 

 

 

List of Service Awards 

 

Name: Description: 
 

James Fisher Jr. 

Memorial Award 

¶ By Pace Center ς Campus center for civic engagement. 

¶ Official Description ς ! ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǿƘƻ άclearly 

demonstrate an entrepreneurial spirit, zest for life, 

love of people, and loyalty to Princeton through their 

work in the realm of civic engagement.έ 

 

!ƭƭŜƴ aŀŎȅ 5ǳƭƭŜǎ Ωрм 

Award 

¶ By ODUS ς Office of the Dean of Undergraduate 

Students. 

¶ Official Description ς άa senior whose activities at 

tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ōŜǎǘ ŜȄŜƳǇƭƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ 

ƳƻǘǘƻΣ ΨtǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΦΩέ 

 

Frederick Douglass 

Service Award 

¶ By ODUS ς Office of the Dean of Undergraduate 

Students. 

¶ Official Description ς άŀ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘŜŘ 

ΨŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

https://pace.princeton.edu/about/service-awards-and-prizes-0
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willingness to contribute unselfishly toward a deeper 

understanding of the experiences of racial minorities 

and who, in so doing, reflects the tradition of service 

ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΦΩέ 

 

tǊƛǎŎƛƭƭŀ DƭƛŎƪƳŀƴ Ωфн 

Memorial Prize 

¶ By Pace Center ς Campus center for civic engagement. 

¶ Official Description ς άsenior who has demonstrated 

independence and imagination in the area of 

community service, seeks knowledge and purposeful 

adventure in unfamiliar cultures and maintains strong 

ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǿƻǊƪΦέ 

 

 

 

List of Athletic Awards 

 

Name: Description: 
 

Class of 1916 Cup ¶ Official Description ς άthe senior varsity letter winner 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦέ 

 

William Winston Roper 

Trophy 

¶ Official Description ς άa male senior of high scholastic 

rank and outstanding qualities of sportsmanship and 

general ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎǎΦέ 

 

C. Otto von Kienbusch 

Award 

¶ Official Description ς άthe top senior sportswoman at 

tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΦέ 

 

!ǊǘƘǳǊ [ŀƴŜ Ωоп /ƛǘƛȊŜƴ 

Athlete Award 

¶ Official Description ς άselfless contribution to sport 

and society by an undergraduate athletŜΦέ 
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Other Non-Academic Awards 

 

Name: Description: 
 

Spirit of Princeton ¶ Nominate Anyone ς 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎŜƴƛƻǊΦ 

¶ The Nomination Letter ς Write a really convincing one 

for a friend so the committee is impressed. Email 

odus@princeton.edu. 

¶ ~10 Winners ς They get cool portraits and bios on the 

Princeton website. 

 

Santos Dumont Prize for 

Innovation 

¶ Official Description ς άindividuals and groups who 

have imagined and implemented unique and creative 

programs, events, initiatives, and projects that have 

had wide-reaching impact, visibility, and serve 

to ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ 

¶ Selected by Committee ς Judging students and 

groups. 

 

W. Sanderson Detwiler 

1903 Prize 

¶ Official Description ς άa senior who, in the judgment 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩs classmates, has done the most for the 

ŎƭŀǎǎΦέ 

 

Walter E. Hope Class of 

1901 Medal 

¶ Official Description ς άthe senior who, in the 

ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƳŀǘŜǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ŦƻǊ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΦέ 

 

Debate Prizes ¶ Cash Prize ς LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǿƛƴΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Princeton crowd 

is tough. 

¶ Lynde Prize Debate ς For graduating seniors, win and 

get $3000. Topic announced day prior to debate. 

 

mailto:odus@princeton.edu
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Harrison Willis Dodds 

Achievement Prize 

¶ Official Description ς άǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ 

moral courage, a patient and judicious regard for the 

opinions of others, and a thoroughgoing devotion to 

the welfare of the University and to the life of the 

ƳƛƴŘΦέ 

 

 

 

Quintile Rankings can be viewed on TigerHub. Thiǎ ƛǎ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ άhǘƘŜǊ 

!ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎǎέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎ ƛŎƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŦƛŦǘƘΣ 

ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŦƛŦǘƘΣ ŜǘŎΦ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ Dt!Φ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ 

measurement though, especially in your first year, because some students 

take longer to adjust to college courses. 

 

5.8) Preparing for Grad School 
 

 

Health Professions: 

https://hpa.princeton.edu/prehealth-prep/academic-preparation/four-year-

planning 

CCD Guide to Grad School: 

Link here. 

CCD Guide to Law School: 

https://careerdevelopment.princeton.edu/sites/careerdevelopment/files/medi

a/pre-law_guide-7.pdf 

Teacher Preparation Program:  

https://teacherprep.princeton.edu/  

Teacher Preparation Program Handbook: 

https://teacherprep.princeton.edu/sites/teacherprep/files/pdf/TPP%20handbo

ok%2020-21.pdf 

 

https://hpa.princeton.edu/prehealth-prep/academic-preparation/four-year-planning
https://hpa.princeton.edu/prehealth-prep/academic-preparation/four-year-planning
https://careerdevelopment.princeton.edu/sites/careerdevelopment/files/graduate_school_guide_2020.pdf
https://careerdevelopment.princeton.edu/sites/careerdevelopment/files/media/pre-law_guide-7.pdf
https://careerdevelopment.princeton.edu/sites/careerdevelopment/files/media/pre-law_guide-7.pdf
https://teacherprep.princeton.edu/
https://teacherprep.princeton.edu/sites/teacherprep/files/pdf/TPP%20handbook%2020-21.pdf
https://teacherprep.princeton.edu/sites/teacherprep/files/pdf/TPP%20handbook%2020-21.pdf
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tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ. This is 

only available for BSE students. A very new program, so not much information 

is available about it yet. Ask around for details. 

 

 

Academia-Oriented Graduate Programs 

 

Name: Description: 
 

aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ όa! 

and MS) 

¶ More Advanced Coursework ς which then leads into 

more research papers. 

¶ Leads into Ph. D ς LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǊŜŀŘȅ for a Ph. D 

yet (more if you are in humanities and social sciences). 

 

Doctor of Philosophy 

(Ph. D) 

¶ Independent Research ς If you liked your JP or thesis, 

this is for you. 

¶ The Highest Non-Professional Degree ς ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ 

qualified to teach and go into academia. 

¶ Find the Right Professor ς More about finding a 

professor in your research area than the right school. 

¶ You Can Go Straight from Undergrad ς No need to do 

a ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ first. Most sciences have Ph. D students 

straight from undergrad, closer to 50/50 for 

humanities and social sciences. 

 

 

 

Professional Graduate Programs 
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Name: Description: 
 

Law School (JD) ¶ Juris Doctor ς ά¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ [ŀǿΣέ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ W5 ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊΦ 

¶ Good for Nonprofit Work ς Not just for lawyers. 

¶ Many Types of Lawyers ς Corporate, insurance, public 

defenders, consider them all. 

¶ Paying it Back ς May have to take out private loans. 

¶ How Long? ς About 3 years. 

 

Medical School (MD) ¶ Very Competitive ς Be careful. 

¶ Take Prerequisites ς There is no official pre-med 

degree, so track these yourself. 

¶ Other Types of Medical Degrees ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŘŜƴǘŀƭ 

and veterinary school. 

¶ Health Professions Advising ς Official campus 

resources for preparing for an MD. 

 

Master of Business 

Administration (MBA) 

¶ Not Right After Graduation ς Most people take time 

to work for 3-4 years first. 

¶ Good Networking ς Almost as valuable as coursework. 

 

Master of Fine Arts 

(MFA) 

¶ The Highest Arts Degree ς For writing, visual art, 

theatre, etc. 

¶ Not the Master of Arts ς MFA is more oriented 

towards professional practice. 

 

Post-.ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 

Programs 

¶ Trade or Skills Certifications ς A viable option since 

Princeton is more theoretical than practical. 

¶ Many Options ς Explore! From coding certificates, to 

Coursera, to a second ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ degree. 

 

Teacher Preparation 

Program 

¶ A Princeton Special ς Take four courses during your 

ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ and only need one post-graduate semester 

to have teacher licensing. 

¶ A Semester Following Graduation ς Where you must 

take two full-time teaching courses. 

¶ Apply as an Alum or Grad Student ς Flexible. 

https://hpa.princeton.edu/
https://hpa.princeton.edu/
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How to Decide on a Grad School 

 

Quality: Description: 
 

Prestige ¶ LǘΩǎ !ƭǿŀȅǎ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ς Much like how a Princeton 

degree is always impressive. 

¶ Find Programs That Treat Masters Students Well ς 

Some Masters programs are more for the university to 

make money. 

 

Cost ¶ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŀǊŜ 9ȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ς ¢ƘŜȅ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŦǳƴŘŜŘΦ 

¶ Ph. D Stipends ς Can be $15,000 to $35,000. 

¶ Depends on City ς Cost of living, provided housing, 

university provided funding for travel, fieldwork, or 

conferences. 

¶ Pay Attention to Length of Funding ς If funding is 

guaranteed for five years, but the average completion 

time is 7 years, you might run into trouble for the last 

two years. 

¶ Cheaper Abroad ς American grad programs are 

expensive. Canada and Europe at least are cheaper. 

 

Location ¶ Less College Social Programs ς ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 

own fun around the town unless your college wants to 

provide a social experience. 

¶ College Towns? ς Summer might be a bit boring 

around there. 

¶ Living for Six Years ς LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
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Academics ¶ GPA ς Aim for 3.3-3.7 range, and higher than 3.7 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜnce. 

¶ Cambridge? ς Aim for 3.8 to be safe since they 

ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜ Dt!Ωǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΦ 

¶ Finding the Right Advisor ς Especially for Ph. D 

programs. 

¶ Structure of the Program ς From the length, teaching 

requirements, course requirements, and other 

components. 

 

Time Required ¶ Can be Six Years ς 9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ tƘΦ 5ΩǎΦ 

¶ Work Requirements ς If there is a large teaching 

requirement, the degree can take two more years. 

¶ Working Part-Time ς LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƛǇŜƴŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƻŘ 

enough, you have to work to support yourself, which 

will make your degree take longer. 

 

 

 

How to Apply for Academic-Oriented 

Graduate Programs 

 

Step: Description: 
 

1. Decide if You 

Want to Do It by 

Third Year 

¶ The Application Process Takes Time ς You need to 

prepare materials, study, do research, take classes, 

and apply. 

¶ Applying After Undergrad ς You can always gain more 

work experience, but essentially start preparing 1.5-2 

years before you would start enrolling. 

 

2. Talk to People 

Who Can Help 

¶ Professors ς You will need 3-4 letters of 

recommendations. 
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¶ More than Lectures ς Make sure professors know you 

from research, precepts, or seminars, at least. 

¶ Preceptors ς Since they are grad students, they just 

went through the application process. 

 

3. Do Research in 

Your Third Year 

¶ Independent Work ς ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ 

through your junior paper and thesis. 

¶ Extra Research ς Ask professors or look for various 

research labs on campus. 

 

4. Prepare for the 

GRE 

¶ Graduate Record Examination ς LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘhe SAT test, 

but for graduate school. 

¶ Start Preparing February-April Third Year ς Take the 

test by the summer. 

¶ Aim for 85-95th Percentile for the Relevant Section ς 

Do well for the math section if your program is 

quantitative, reading if your program is qualitative. 

¶ 50th Percentile for the Irrelevant Section ς Wǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴŎŀǇŀōƭŜΦ 

¶ But Math is Scary! ς ¢ƘŜ Dw9 ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ 

at calculus or beyond, thankfully. 

 

5. Fill Out the Rest of 

the Application 

¶ Apply in the Fall of Senior Year ς Some programs can 

be due as early as October. 

¶ Writing Sample ς Depends on discipline. You can pull 

from course papers, Junior Papers, or excerpts from 

your thesis (assuming you have written any by the 

time you apply). 

¶ Resume ς Standard. 

¶ Personal Statement ς About 500-1000 words. 

5ŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎǎ ƻǊ 

personal circumstances. 

¶ Research Proposal ς Cambridge/Oxford/London 

School of Economics might want more fully formed 

research proposals, whereas some American schools 

are okay with less defined proposals. 
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¶ Keep Track of Components with a Spreadsheet ς 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǘŜǎǘ ǎŎƻre ruin 

your application. 

 

6. Tour the School ¶ Most People Tour After Getting In ς As opposed to 

undergrad, where most people tour before getting in 

too. 

¶ aŀƪŜ {ǳǊŜ ¸ƻǳ Yƴƻǿ ²Ƙŀǘ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ DŜǘǘƛƴƎ Lƴǘƻ ς It is 

your life for the next couple years, after all. 

 

 

 

Looking for a research job for your CV? Check Chapter 14.10 for more help 

there. Research experience helps a lot for grad school. 
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Chapter 6: Academic 

Resources &  Study Tips  
 

 

 

Lo-Fi Hip Hop Beats for Studying Near Poe Field. 

 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘΥ 

¶ Libraries, study spaces, and free academic services. 

¶ How to ace any academic assignment ς from homework to exams. 

¶ Preparing for independent work (i.e., JP or thesis). 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎǎΦ 



CHAP 6: RESOURCES & TIPS TABLE OF CONT. SECTION 2: ACADEMICS 

PREV. CHAP (5: COURSE PLAN) 167 NEXT CHAP (7: SOCIAL LIFE) 

Chapter 6 Table of Contents: 

6.1) Libraries and Physical Academic Space .................................................................... 167 

6.2) Academic Services .................................................................................................... 174 

6.3) Free Software and Printing ....................................................................................... 177 

6.4) General Study Tips (Environment and Efficiency) .................................................... 182 

6.5) Class Time Tips (Lectures/Precepts) ......................................................................... 187 

6.6) Homework Tips (Readings, Psets) ............................................................................ 189 

6.7) Final Work Tips (Papers, Exams) ............................................................................... 191 

6.8) Independent Work Tips ............................................................................................ 194 

6.9) Skipping Class and Bad Academic Situations ............................................................ 198 

 

6.1) Libraries and Physical Academic 

Space 
 

 

Princeton Library Website: 

https://library.princeton.edu/ 

 

 

https://library.princeton.edu/
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Firestone Library, the biggest library at Princeton. 

 

 

Princeton Libraries 

 

Name: Location: Photo: 
 

Firestone 

Library  

(The Biggest 

Library) 

Northeast side 

of campus, near 

McCosh Hall 

 

Architecture 

Library 

Architecture 

building, 2nd 

floor (north of 

Frist) 

 

East Asian 

Library 

Third floor Frist 

Campus Center 
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East Pyne 

Library (cannot 

check out 

books) 

East Pyne Hall, 

north of campus 

connected to 

Chancellor 

Green 

 

Engineering 

Library 

Fine Hall A Floor, 

adjacent to 

Lewis Library 

 

 

Lewis Science 

Library  

(The Second 

Biggest Library) 

Southeast side 

of campus 

 

Marquand Art 

Library 

McCormick Hall 

(i.e., the 

Princeton Art 

Museum) 
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Mendel Music 

Library 

Woolworth Hall 

(northwest of 

Frist) 

 

Mudd 

Manuscript 

Library 

Mudd Library, 

near Prospect 

House 

 

Stokes Library 

(Public and 

International 

Affairs) 

Wallace Hall 

(northeast side 

of campus, 

northeast of the 

SPIA building or 

Robertson Hall). 

 
 

 

Princeton Public Library is phenomenal. LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ǳǇ ²ƛǘƘŜǊǎǇƻƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

to study, but the catalog is also enormous. More in Chapter 7.2. 

 

 

Residential College Libraries 

 



CHAP 6: RESOURCES & TIPS TABLE OF CONT. SECTION 2: ACADEMICS 

PREV. CHAP (5: COURSE PLAN) 171 NEXT CHAP (7: SOCIAL LIFE) 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ 

convenient place to study because they are open 24/7. 

Name: Location: Photo: 
 

Butler Library Wu Hall, upper 

level 

 

Forbes Library Under the New 

Wing 

 

First Library 

(Julian Street, 

ƻǊ άW-{ǘǊŜŜǘέύ 

Wilcox Hall (the 

dining hall), 

upper level 

 

Rocky-Mathey 

Library 

Hamilton Hall 
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Whitman 

Library 

Wendell Hall 

Building B 

 
 

 

Alternatively, study in the res college dining halls. There is usually cereal or 

peanut butter and jelly left out at night, and they also never close. The res 

college libraries are great for studying alone, but the dining halls are great for 

group study sessions. 

 

 

Other Physical Academic Spaces 

 

Name: Location: Description: 
 

The Writing 

Center 

New South 

Building 

¶ Any Writing Stage Help ς Planning, 

researching, writing, just not proofreading.  

¶ Appointments ς Make these early, and if you 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΣ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƪƴƻǿ ƻǊ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƭƻǘ 

to someone else. 

¶ Drop-In Hours ς If you just want someone to 

look at something last minute. 

¶ Best Use? ς Writing seminar, junior papers, 

senior theses, or just regular courses. 

 

McGraw Center 

for Teaching 

and Learning 

Frist Campus 

Center, 3rd 

Floor 

¶ Guides ς About pretty much anything 

academic, here. 

¶ Group and Individual Tutoring ς for popular 

intro courses. 

https://writing.princeton.edu/undergraduates/writing-center
https://writing.princeton.edu/undergraduates/writing-center
https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/undergraduates
https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/undergraduates
https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/undergraduates
https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/undergraduates/resources-handouts-and-advice-undergraduates
https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/undergraduates/group-and-individual-tutoring
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¶ Study Group Support ς Create your own 

student-led study group. 

¶ Workshops ς And workshop recordings to 

review. 

¶ Learning Strategies Consultations ς Have 

someone sit down with you and craft the 

study habits for you. 

 

Digital Learning 

Lab 

Lewis Science 

Library 

¶ Another McGraw Thing ς LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

McGraw Center in Frist though. 

¶ Digital Learning Consultants ς To help you 

find or learn tools. 

¶ Powerful Computers ς Enough for a whole 

class to come in and use the graphics/audio 

programs. 

¶ Recording Studio ς Soundproof with audio 

programs, a mic, and headphones. 

¶ Large Whiteboards ς For brainstorming 

sessions. 

 

StudioLab Fine Hall B08 ¶ A Maker Space ς Tools to make mock-ups and 

such. 

¶ 3D Printing ςTurn digital models into physical 

objects. 

¶ Cutting Machines ς Sewing machines, CNC 

machines, and a laser cutter. 

¶ Virtual Reality Headsets ς With motion 

capture and SteamVR. 

 

Butler 

Innovation 

Space 

Basement of 

Wu Hall 

¶ A Good Group Brainstorming Space ς 

Whiteboards, computers, and printers. 

¶ Fairly Quiet and Spacious ς A hidden gem of 

Princeton. 

 

Language 

Tables 

Dining Halls ¶ Weekly ς Check the pamphlets on the dining 

hall tables to see when and what languages. 

https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/study-partners-and-groups
https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/undergraduates/academic-strategies-workshops
https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/undergraduates/learning-strategies-consultations-undergraduates
https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/digital-pedagogy/digital-learning-lab
https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/digital-pedagogy/digital-learning-lab
https://cst.princeton.edu/studiolab


CHAP 6: RESOURCES & TIPS TABLE OF CONT. SECTION 2: ACADEMICS 

PREV. CHAP (5: COURSE PLAN) 174 NEXT CHAP (7: SOCIAL LIFE) 

Different dining halls have different 

languages. 

¶ Practice Language Skills with Others ς Casual 

since ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŘŜŘΦ aŜŜǘ ƴŜǿ 

friends. 

 

 

6.2) Academic Services 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ά[ƛƴƪǎέ ƛŎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛǎ 

already a link to a resource. 

 

 

Books and Databases 

 

Name: Description: 
 

The Library Catalog ¶ Check out Materials ς .ƻƻƪǎΣ /5ΩǎΣ Ŝ-Books, and even 

coins. 

¶ Return Books at Any Location ς ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 

back to Firestone to return a Firestone book. 

 

Borrow 

Direct/ Interlibrary Loan 

¶ Borrow a Book from Another Library ς This means 

that you almost certainly get any book you need. 

¶ Borrow Direct ς Loan system between multiple top-

tier universities. 

¶ Interlibrary Loan ς General request to get materials 

not usually in Princeton. 

 

https://catalog.princeton.edu/
https://library.princeton.edu/services/borrowdirect
https://library.princeton.edu/services/borrowdirect
https://library.princeton.edu/services/interlibrary-services
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Dixon eBooks ¶ The Libby App ς Helps you download e-books across 

your phone and computer. Also compatible with 

Princeton Public Library and others. 

¶ Use on Study Abroad ς When you have no access to 

libraries, e-books keep you entertained. 

¶ Also Audiobooks ς Listen to these during meals or 

laundry! 

¶ Popular Books ς YA fiction, new bestsellers, tend to be 

found here instead of the academic libraries like 

Firestone. 

 

Databases ¶ Narrow Down Your Search ς Search for scholarly work 

for your academic field. 

¶ Alternatives to Google Scholar and JSTOR ς If you 

want more specific results. 

 

Free Films and 

Documentaries: Kanopy 

and Alexander Street 

¶ Kanopy ς The Princeton specific movie database. 

¶ Alexander Street ς A general free movie database. 

 

Dataspace ¶ Senior Thesis Archive ς Check this out if you want to 

learn about a department. 

¶ Other Documents ς Such as dissertations. 

 

Naxos Music Library ¶ 120,000 Tracks ς Across all genres. 

¶ Not a Physical Library ς The whole collection is 

available online. 

 

JSTOR ¶ The Go-To Scholarly Search Engine ς Always check 

here first. 

¶ Articles, Books, Book Chapters ς A selection so huge 

you may want to consider using it to find things to 

read for fun. 

¶ Alumni Access ς You will have access to it forever 

because Alumni can also access this. 

 

https://princeton.overdrive.com/
https://library.princeton.edu/research/databases
https://library.princeton.edu/vdl/kanopy-streaming
https://library.princeton.edu/vdl/kanopy-streaming
https://princeton.kanopy.com/?final=1
https://search.alexanderstreet.com/
https://dataspace.princeton.edu/
https://library.princeton.edu/resource/3967
https://www.jstor.org/
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Newspaper 

Subscriptions/NY 

Times/WSJ/Washington 

Post 

¶ Free Newspaper Subscriptions ς You may need to 

make an account first. 

¶ Proxy Access ς You can access a special website which 

allows you to browse the newspaper without having 

to create an account (e.g., for Washington Post). 

 

Princeton Media Central ¶ Recordings of Campus Events ς Especially graduations 

and recitals. 

¶ Video Archive ς Take a blast to the past. 

 

Labyrinth Books ¶ The Local Princeton Book Store ς Where you can get 

fun books or course books. 

¶ Buyback Program ς If you sell your coursebooks back 

at the end of the semester, you get about 20% of your 

money back. 

 

 

 

Some of these services might have your coursebooks online for free. Save 

some money and check here first before buying. 

 

 

Other Research Services 

 

Name: Description: 
 

Personal Librarians ¶ Assigned ς You will get an email about it early in your 

first year. 

¶ For Research Help ς For classes or independent work. 

They usually respond quickly. 

 

https://libguides.princeton.edu/newspapers/usacurrent
https://libguides.princeton.edu/newspapers/usacurrent
https://libguides.princeton.edu/NYT
https://libguides.princeton.edu/NYT
https://libguides.princeton.edu/WSJ
https://library.princeton.edu/resource/40418
https://library.princeton.edu/resource/40418
https://mediacentral.princeton.edu/category/1_Featured/13367761
https://www.labyrinthbooks.com/
https://library.princeton.edu/personal-librarian
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Subject Librarians ¶ Great for Independent Work ς When you want more 

specific help than your personal librarians. 

¶ Reach Out ς ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 

Personal Librarians, so contact them first. 

 

Research Guides ¶ About Everything ς This is an extremely powerful tool. 

¶ Example Topics ς  

¶ Getting Started in Data Analysis: Stata, R, SPSS, 

Excel 

¶ Using Zotero at Princeton 

¶ Political Opinion & Survey Data Sources 

¶ Finding and Using Financial Data 

 

Principedia ¶ Another McGraw Thing ς But student run. 

¶ Course Analyses ς More in-depth than the evaluations 

on the course offerings website. 

¶ Learning Strategies ς More guides to help you learn. 

¶ Discipline Guides ς For navigating certain majors. 

 

Data and Statistical 

Services 

¶ Experts at Firestone ς Ask around. 

¶ Not Homework Help ς ¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ 

problem sets, assignments, or take-home exams 

directly. 

¶ Independent Work Help ς Go here when you have a 

quantitative JP or thesis. 

¶ Online Coding Tutorials ς For R, Stata, etc.  

 

Zotero ¶ Easy Citations ς Fill out the fields and automatically 

creates a bibliography into Microsoft Word. 

¶ Free Software ς No need for Internet connection after 

download. Unlimited space when linked with 

Princeton email. 

¶ Guide ς To using Zotero here.  

 

 

6.3) Free Software and Printing 

https://library.princeton.edu/staff/specialists
https://libguides.princeton.edu/
https://libguides.princeton.edu/dss
https://libguides.princeton.edu/dss
https://libguides.princeton.edu/zotero
https://libguides.princeton.edu/politics/opinion
https://libguides.princeton.edu/econ-finance
https://principedia.princeton.edu/
https://dss.princeton.edu/
https://dss.princeton.edu/
https://www.zotero.org/
https://libguides.princeton.edu/zotero


CHAP 6: RESOURCES & TIPS TABLE OF CONT. SECTION 2: ACADEMICS 

PREV. CHAP (5: COURSE PLAN) 178 NEXT CHAP (7: SOCIAL LIFE) 

 

 

All Printer Locations: 

https://archcomp.princeton.edu/printing/pawprint/locations/ 

Install Pawprint Printers: 

https://princeton.service-now.com/service?sys_id=9745&id=kb_article 

 

LinkedIn Learning, one of many free software available to Princeton students. 

 

 

Skill-Learning Software 

 

Name: Description: 
 

Adobe Creative Cloud 

(e.g., Photoshop, 

Illustrator, InDesign) 

Student Discount 

¶ Available on All On-Campus Computers ς These can 

be found in libraries or in res colleges. 

¶ Student Discount ς If you want it on your own 

personal computer, about 60% off. 

¶ Digital Learning Lab ς Has these programs available 

too. 

 

LinkedIn Learning ¶ Professional Skills ς In business, technology, or 

creative programs. 

¶ The Practical Over the Theoretical ς tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΩǎ 

courses are very theoretical, so take these to ensure 

you are ready to work. 

https://archcomp.princeton.edu/printing/pawprint/locations/
https://princeton.service-now.com/service?sys_id=9745&id=kb_article
https://www.adobe.com/creativecloud/buy/students.html
https://www.linkedin.com/learning
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Apporto (Princeton 

Virtual Lab) 

¶ Stats and Math Programs ς Including Stata, MATLAB, 

Perl, Mathematic, RStudio, etc. 

 

Music-Making Programs 

(e.g., Logic, Ableton Live, 

etc.) 

¶ On-Campus Computers ς Have these pre-installed, 

especially at libraries. 

¶ Recording Studios ς ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 

Lab, and the Julian Street Library in Butler. 

 

Low-Cost Multimedia 

Programs List 

¶ By the McGraw Center ς Again. 

¶ For a Budget ς Because Adobe and music-making 

programs are still expensive after student discounts. 

 

 

 

You get almost the whole Microsoft Office suite (image source). 

 

 

Productivity Software 

 

Name: Description: 
 

Microsoft Office  ¶ Free Microsoft Products ς Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 

OneNote, Teams, Sway, but not Outlook. 

https://princeton.apporto.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20201128133944/https:/mcgrawdll.princeton.edu/software-alternatives/
https://web.archive.org/web/20201128133944/https:/mcgrawdll.princeton.edu/software-alternatives/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Microsoft_Office_logos_(2013-2019).svg
https://www.office.com/
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¶ Multiple Downloads ς Give the rest of your family 

Microsoft Word too. 

 

Google Drive ¶ Unlimited Storage ς Including your alumni account 

too; you will never run out of storage in your life. 

¶ Documents Disappear After Graduation ς Make sure 

to back up files quickly after your senior year or create 

permanent documents under a different account. 

¶  

Gmail ¶ Clout ς Having @princeton.edu in your email address 

will get you noticed by more people, especially for 

jobs. 

¶ Official Emails ς Make sure to check often for 

messages from the University administration. 

¶ Changing Your Email ς The email is 

netid@princeton.edu by default, but you can change it 

to something you like more, like 

yourname@princeton.edu, with instructions here. 

 

Canvas ¶ Blackboard But Better ς System where course 

materials are posted. 

¶ {ŜŜ ²ƘƻΩǎ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ /ƭŀǎǎ ς ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άtŜƻǇƭŜέ ǘŀōΦ 

¶ File Submission ς Sometimes required to submit 

assignments here.  

¶ Readings Posted ς Double check that the course 

ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ōƻƻƪǎΦ 

 

(Color) Printers ¶ 2700 Free Sheets ς And color printing counts as 3 

sheets. 

¶ Color Printer Locations ς Firestone Library floors B 

and C, Marquand Library, and Lewis Science Library. 

Some also in res colleges. 

¶ Print Directly from Your Computer ς No wires 

required. Install PawPrint first, following these 

directions. 

https://www.google.com/drive/
https://www.google.com/gmail/
mailto:netid@princeton.edu
mailto:yourname@princeton.edu
https://princeton.service-now.com/service?id=kb_article&sys_id=252a27064f9ca20018ddd48e5210c721
https://canvas.princeton.edu/
https://library.princeton.edu/services/technology/printing-color
https://archcomp.princeton.edu/printing/pawprint/install/
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¶ PawPrint is Not PawPrintColor ς If you want to print 

color sheets, they will only show up on the queue for 

color printers. 

¶ Mobile Printing ς Try emailing 

mobileprint@princeton.edu. 

 

LastPass ¶ Free Password Management ς Never forget 

passwords again, while being safe. 

¶ Secure Password Generator ς Which makes sure you 

never get hacked. 

¶ Free for Life ς Princeton students get premium for the 

time they are a student. 

 

 

 

How to Use the Printers 

 

Step: Description: 
 

1. Download 

PawPrint  

¶ Follow the Instructions Here ς There are different 

procedures for Windows and Mac. 

¶ Login With Your NetID ς For Windows, put 

ά181rinceton\έ ōŜfore your netid. 

 

2. {ŜƭŜŎǘ άtŀǿtǊƛƴǘέ 

as Your Printer 

¶ No Wires Necessary ς άtŀǿtǊƛƴǘέ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

show up as an option for printing. 

¶ For Color Printing ς Make sure to choose 

PawPrintColor. Note that choosing this means your 

printing job might not show up on black and white-

only printers (the majority). 

 

mailto:mobileprint@princeton.edu
https://informationsecurity.princeton.edu/LastPass
https://princeton.service-now.com/service?sys_id=9745&id=kb_article
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3. Scan Your Prox at 

a Printer and 

Release 

¶ A Small Black Rectangular Thing ς It has a small red 

light, ǎŎŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻȄ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōŜŜǇΦ 

¶ Use the Connected Screen ς And tap the options to 

ǇǊƛƴǘΦ άwŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŀƭƭέ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ 

 

4. Check the Printer 

for Issues 

¶ Double Check Paper ς ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊ 

paper lying around every printer, if it needs refills. 

¶ Colors Coming Out Incorrectly? ς The printer might be 

out of color ink. Try another print or ask staff to refill 

ink. 

¶ Not Printing? ς Try printing less at a time until you can 

ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ  

¶ Open the Doors ς {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǇǊƛƴǘ 

double-sided unless the back door is open. This is also 

how you can fix paper jams. 

 

 

6.4) General Study Tips (Environment 

and Efficiency) 
 

 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŜŘƛŀΩǎ /ƻƳǇƛƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΥ 

https://principedia.princeton.edu/learning-strategies/ 

 

 

Creating a Good Environment for Studying 

 

Strategy: Description: 

https://principedia.princeton.edu/learning-strategies/
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Set a Schedule ¶ When Do You Have Time? ς Use a Google Calendar or 

planner to note when you are in class. 

¶ When Do You Study Best? ς Usually hard to do readings 

ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ 

¶ Pomodoro Technique? ς Study in 25-minute chunks, or 

just set the best strategy for you. 

¶ 15 Minute Breaks Per Hour ς Trying to focus for more 

than an hour will lead to getting tired quickly. 

¶ Checklist of Major Assignment Due Dates ς 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ 

your exams! Check course syllabi regularly. 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ DŜǘ 5ƛǎǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ¶ Turn Off Notifications ς For all social media. 

¶ Check Social Media Only 1-2 Times a Day ς ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

want to be checking it every 5 minutes. 

¶ Check Study Group Chats Every Couple Hours ς 5ƻƴΩǘ 

check too much but be aware of any major changes that 

the teacher posts. 

¶ Manage Your Emails ς Check Chapter 3.4 for tips. 

¶ Focus on One Task at a Time ς Stick to writing a paper 

ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǎǇŜǊǎŜ 

with other activities or assignments. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ¦ƴŘŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ς Focusing for an hour 

might beat being distracted for 2-3 hours. 

 

Find a Good Study 
Space 

¶ Comfort? ς A good chair, desk, and lighting. 

¶ Other People? ς Some people like studying around 

others (e.g., Frist), but some prefer to study in solitude 

(e.g., library cubicle). 

¶ Bathroom and Food? ς SometƛƳŜǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

a long time. 

 

Live Healthy ¶ Get Enough Sleep ς Writing a paper is very difficult when 

sleep deprived; working at 25% efficiency for 8 hours is 

worse than 3 hours at 100% efficiency. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ tǳƭƭ !ƭƭ-Nighters ς ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōŀŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 

while also unproductive. At the least take a nap. 

https://francescocirillo.com/pages/pomodoro-technique
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¶ If You Need to All-Nighter ς Do it for tasks that require 

less thought, like repetitive psets or drawing mock-ups. 

¶ Eat Healthy ς Make sure to eat fruits and vegetables in 

the dining hall. 

¶ Exercise and Stretch ς Take a break every hour and do 

exercise. Be in shape to help focus. 

¶ Additional Tips? ς See Chapter 12 on health. 

 

 

 

 

Tools to Help You Stay Organized 

 

Name: Description: 
 

A Physical Planner ¶ Great for Class ς {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜ 

laptops, so this allows you to write down reminders in 

the moment. 

¶ A Cheap Notebook Works ς Buying a planner might cost 

$20, but if you write in the days yourself in a generic 

notebook, it will only cost you $2. 

 

Google Calendar ¶ Great for Keeping Track of Meetings ς An easy way to 

visualize everything in your schedule too. 

¶ Labels ς You can color code to distinguish between study 

time, bedtime, eating times, meetings, class time, etc. 

 

Trello, KanBan, Miro, 

or Other Project 

Management 

Software 

¶ Great for Keeping Track of Big Projects ς You can check 

things off when you complete parts or have some on the 

άǘƻ-Řƻέ ƭƛǎǘΦ 

¶ Project Based Classes? ς Especially useful for an arts 

class or a final project which is some kind of product. 

https://trello.com/en-US
https://www.atlassian.com/agile/kanban
https://miro.com/


CHAP 6: RESOURCES & TIPS TABLE OF CONT. SECTION 2: ACADEMICS 

PREV. CHAP (5: COURSE PLAN) 185 NEXT CHAP (7: SOCIAL LIFE) 

¶ Share with the Team ς Invite team members and they 

can also check off tasks. Keep them on the same page. 

 

 

 

Studying Efficiently 

 

Strategy: Description: 
 

Be Organized ¶ Separate Folders ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ƳƛȄ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ 

seminar material together. 

¶ Structured Notes ς Make headings, summarize what you 

learned at the end of the section, and write a good title. 

¶ Set Up a Note Template ς Besides the Cornell method, 

ǘǊȅ ǘƘŜ [Lt{ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ²ƻǊŘ ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜ here. 

 

Make Sure You 
Checked All the 
Resources 

¶ Review This Chapter ς If there are tools you are not 

using, use them! 

¶ For Intro Stats Courses ς Make sure you use the DSS 

tutorials! 

¶ Googling ς Sometimes free materials on YouTube and 

KhanAcademy help.  

 

Take Breaks ¶ Take a Day Off ς If you are working hard every day, a 

single day off can help you focus better for the rest of the 

week. 

¶ Consider How Long to Take Breaks For ς If you have 

work due after fall break, consider if you would rather 

take a half-day off every day for a week, or cram 

everything in the last three days. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ {ǘǳŘȅ ŦƻǊ aƻǊŜ ¢Ƙŀƴ м-2 Hours at a Time ς Taking 

a 10ς15-minute break also helps you come back to the 

work with a fresh perspective. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornell_Notes#:~:text=Cornell%20Notes%20templates-,Overview%20of%20the%20method,for%20condensing%20and%20organizing%20notes.&text=Notes%20from%20a%20lecture%20or,and%20longer%20ideas%20are%20paraphrased.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ffJHnM_6qNYqkrbP3uP9TFcPd_Q6CmXD/view?usp=sharing
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¶ During Class ς You can walk out at any point without 

ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΦ 

¶ Have a Snack ς During 3-ƘƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ 

mid-way break. If close by, grab a snack (or late meal) at 

Frist Campus Center. 

 

Ask for Help ¶ Talk to the Professor or Preceptor ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǘƛƳŜ 

just being stuck, ask.  

¶ Go to Office Hours ς For large intro classes, they may be 

like large study halls. 

¶ Form a Study Group ς Having other classmates to ask 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ 

also make friends. 

¶ Ask on Piazza/EdStem ς These are anonymous forums 

for students to ask questions for course staff to answer. 

DƻƻŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎΦ 

¶ Talk to Your DoS ς Your Director of Studies might be able 

to vouch for your needs to the course staff, if you feel 

that they could be doing something better. 

¶ Still Afraid of Asking for Help? ς Check Chapter 3 on 

Talking to People. 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ DŜǘ 
Discouraged 

¶ FLI Students Come with an Academic Disadvantage ς 

Likely not as many AP credits/college level courses 

before, so the transition to college is much harder. 

¶ Experiencing Failure for the First Time ς Good to 

experience it earlier rather than later in life. Collect 

yourself and think about how you can do better. 

 

 

 

Focus on Strategies, Not Effort. {ǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

harder (and overworking leads to failure). A good strategy makes you more 

productive and successful. Even then, it might not be enough. Failure happens. 
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6.5) Class Time Tips (Lectures/Precepts) 
 

 

Lecture Study Tips 

 

Strategy: Description: 
 

Choose the Right Note 
Format for You 

¶ Electronic Notes? ς Type them in Microsoft Word, 

Microsoft OneNote, Google Docs, or LaTeX (for STEM). 

¶ Pen and Paper? ς Always have a notebook in case 

laptops are banned for the lecture. 

¶ Tablet? ς If you want to store notes electronically but 

prefer to write by hand. 

 

Do iClicker Questions ¶ iClicker? ς A small remote that allows you to put in 

answers to multiple choice questions. 

¶ Acadly? ς Another program that allows you to answer 

questions. No need to buy an iClicker if your class uses 

this. 

¶ Attendance ς ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

listening than to test your knowledge. 

¶ LǘΩǎ hƪŀȅ ǘƻ .Ŝ ²ǊƻƴƎ ς ¢ƘŜȅ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƳǳŎƘ 

towards your grade. 

¶ Ask the Person Next to You ς {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ 

make a friend. 
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Surprisingly, an iClicker is not an Apple product (image source here). 

 

 

Precept/Seminar Tips 

 

Strategy: Description: 
 

Learn to Talk to 
People 

¶ Check Chapter 3.2 ς For a full guide on this. 

¶ Speaking Tips ς Relax, come to class with questions or 

comments, and meet your goals of how much you want 

to speak. 

 

Quality and Quantity ¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ Just Talk All the Time ς Add a new idea to the 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άL ŀƎǊŜŜΦέ 

https://www.amazon.com/iclicker-student-remote-REEF-Packaging/dp/1319149243
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¶ (Dis)agree and Add ς Show you are listening by giving 

your opinion on what the last person said and adding a 

new perspective. 

¶ Quieter Classes Are Okay ς {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōe too 

exhausted to participate, but just make sure to 

participate more next class. 

¶ LǘΩǎ hƪŀȅ ŦƻǊ hǘƘŜǊ tŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ 5ƛǎŀƎǊŜŜ ς Sometimes 

ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŀȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ άŘǳƳōέ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ōŀŘΦ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ 

you gave it a shot and you learned, which is the point of a 

class.  

 

Step Out When Tired ¶ You Can Just Get Up ς No need to ask for permission. 

¶ Where? ς Find the nearest bathroom or walk outside 

όƧǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΧύ 

¶ Refresh ς Get a snack or drink some water. 

¶ Tell Your Professor or Preceptor ς If you are coming into 

class tired, tell them up front and they will usually 

understand.  

 

 

6.6) Homework Tips (Readings, Psets) 
 

 

Reading Tips 

 

Strategy: Description: 
 

Estimate Time 
Necessary 

¶ Calculate Reading Speed ς Set a timer for one hour and 

see how much you read. 

¶ Text Density ς Some readings need you to focus closely 

and others you can skim. 
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¶ Time of Day ς Reading can be harder at night, though 

depends on you. 

¶ Read 48 Hours Before Class ς If you read further in 

advance, you should review notes before class. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ wŜŀŘ wƛƎƘǘ .ŜŦƻǊŜ /ƭŀǎǎ ς ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ 

out of time to read. 

 

Switch Tasks if Tired ¶ Switch the Reading ς Textbook reading is different from 

reading a short story. 

¶ Switch the Task ς Go work on a problem set or write a 

paper. 

 

Take Notes ¶ Annotate ς Easier with physical books or printed PDFs, or 

a drawing tablet. 

¶ Type/Write Notes ς If you are reading an e-Book or 

electronic PDF. 

¶ Write Questions ς Be prepared to participate in class. 

 

 

 

Problem Sets and Labs Tips 

 

Strategy: Description: 
 

Schedule Time to Get 
Help 

¶ Estimate How Much Work ς LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ-worth of 

ǿƻǊƪΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŘǳŜΦ 

¶ Identify When Office Hours Are ς LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

due date, they will be very busy. Talk to your professor 

earlier in the week to get more attention. 

 

Make a Study Group ¶ Email Classmates ς Canvas tells you who is in your class, 

and with TigerBookΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ  

https://tigerbook.herokuapp.com/
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¶ Start Strangers, End Friends ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ 

ƻǳǘΤ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ 

¶ Set Times for Group Study ς Work together and help 

each other on difficult problems. 

¶ Create a Group Chat ς Send a GroupMe link so others 

Ŏŀƴ ƧƻƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŀǇǇ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ 

others to make one; take the initiative. 

¶ aŀƪŜ hƴŜ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ¸ƻǳ 5ƻƴΩǘ bŜŜŘ IŜƭǇ ς Help struggling 

students, and you might not know as much as you think. 

 

EdStem and Piazza: 
Class Forums 

¶ Anonymously Ask Questions ς LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŜƭŦ-conscious. 

¶ Course Staff Answers ς Usually takes a couple hours. 

¶ Only Large Classes ς EdStem/Piazza are almost 

exclusively large intro science or stats courses. 

¶ Not a Replacement for Study Groups ς Group chats 

respond faster and make you friends. 

 

 

6.7) Final Work Tips (Papers, Exams) 
 

 

Paper Writing Tips 

 

Strategy: Description: 
 

Plan Your Paper and 
Research 

¶ Brainstorm ς Write out every possible idea you could 

write on, then start eliminating them based on what is 

feasible or fun to write about. 

¶ Use Library Resources ς Particularly, the 

subject/personal librarians, databases, and JSTOR. 
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¶ Go to Office Hours ς Professors or preceptors can tell 

you if your topic is fine or find resources. 

¶ Start Citations Early ς Use Zotero and record your 

sources. Download electronic sources into one folder. 

 

Make a Very Good 
Outline 

¶ MindMap It ς Make a graphic organizer or use a plug-in 

for Google Drive like MindMup. 

¶ Write a Thesis Statement ς State your argument and 

how it builds on the research you have done. 

¶ Your Paper Will Write Itself ς If you write a good outline, 

so be very detailed. 

¶ The Parts of a Paper ς Introduce the topic, motivate why 

it is important to think about, talk about your original 

idea, and conclude and review. 

¶ Writing Center ς Best time to go is outlining, so that you 

can start your paper right. 

 

Write Your Paper in 
Good Conditions 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ wǳǎƘ ς You need time to proofread at the end. 

¶ Get Sleep ς Papers take creativity and focus and being 

sleep deprived means you will make little progress (as 

compared to a pset). 

¶ Set a Schedule ς Some people like writing a little every 

day, while others prefer to set aside a day to just write. 

 

Review Your Paper ¶ Content Check ς Does it make sense? 

¶ Organization Check ς Should you reorder any points you 

make? 

¶ Grammar Check ς Make sure to check right before 

submitting. 

¶ Write a Second Draft ς ¢Ǌȅ ǊŜǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ōŀŘΣ 

or just fixing parts up. 

 

Make It Look Nice ¶ Title ς Have an entire title page for major papers, but just 

bigger font for most course papers is fine. 

¶ Honor Statement ς ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊƪ 

ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΦ 

¶ Page Numbers ς Put them in the headers. 

https://www.mindmup.com/
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¶ Footnotes ς !ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

your main argument, put them here. 

¶ Your Name ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƛǘΦ 

 

 

 

Preparing for Exams Tips 

 

Strategy: Description: 
 

Make a Cheat Sheet ¶ What is It? ς A sheet that summarizes everything you 

learned during the class. 

¶ Is it Allowed? ς Some classes let you bring one to exams. 

¶ LŦ LǘΩǎ bƻǘ !ƭƭƻǿŜŘΚ ς Make one anyway to help review. 

¶ Make It with a Study Group ς They usually pick up on 

things you forgot to look at. 

 

Practice Old Exams ¶ Check Canvas ς Sometimes old exams posted there. 

¶ Similar Tests on the Internet ς For intro courses, try 

finding a similar course on the Internet (e.g., Coursera), 

and reviewing some of their material. 

¶ Try Old Tests First ς Save the newest test for last to make 

sure that you are truly ready. 

¶ More Exams the Better ς More practice is good but do 

the newer ones if strapped for time. 

 

Study Strategies ¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ Cram ς !ƎŀƛƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 

cramming.  

¶ Take a Break If Stuck ς The more frustrated you get, the 

worse you will be able to focus. 

¶ Get Sleep the Night Before Exam ς No point in studying 

ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳΦ 

 

https://www.coursera.org/
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Reschedule Exams ¶ You Can Miss One ς Without penalty. Save it for if you 

oversleep. Let your res college dean or DoS know within 

24 hours. 

¶ Two Exams in a Day ς You can ask to have one moved to 

the next day. 

¶ Three Exams in Two Days ς You can have them spread 

over three days. 

¶ Study Abroad ς Take exams within 24 hours of the 

original exam time, even if you are across the world. 

Beyond 24 hours, the professor would have to create a 

new exam (which they likely will not do). 

 

Review Exam Policies ¶ Honor Statement ς 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƛǘΦ 

¶ Check the Time ς 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΦ 

¶ Materials? ς Open book? Open note? Calculators? 

¶ Curved? ς Meaning that if the whole class does bad and 

you do bad, you get an average grade. Some exams are 

ǳƴŎǳǊǾŜŘΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ άǊŀǿέ ǎŎƻǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ 

badly means doing badly. 

 

Taking Exams ¶ Skim the Whole Exam ς Estimate how long each section 

will take you. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ tŀƴƛŎ ς If it looks hard, chances are the rest of the 

class is thinking that too, which means the curve is going 

to be generous. 

¶ Do Easier Questions First ς Guarantees you get some 

points and makes you feel good. 

¶ Bring Water ς Sometimes it just feels good to drink or 

hold something when stuck. 

 

 

6.8) Independent Work Tips 
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Writing a JP: The Handbook 

https://writing.princeton.edu/sites/writing/files/jphandbook.pdf 

Independent Work Guides for Every Academic Department: 

https://undergraduateresearch.princeton.edu/independent-work/guides 

eRia Princeton Research Integrity and Assurance Tool: 

https://ria.princeton.edu/eRIA 

 

 

How to Choose an Advisor 

 

Step: Description: 
 

1. Make a List of 
All Eligible 
Advisors 

¶ All the Professors in Your Department ς Go through all 

of them and sort them into not preferable, possibly 

preferable, and preferable. 

¶ Professors in Your Certificate ς They may serve as 

secondary advisors, especially for thesis. Get as much 

help as you can. 

¶ Related Professors Outside Your Department ς They are 

technically obligated to serve students in their home 

department first, but if your topic is very related, it is still 

worth reaching out. 

 

2. How to 
Determine a 
Good Advisor 

¶ Time ς Above all, you want an advisor who has time to 

advise you. 

¶ Subject Matter ς If they are researching similar things, 

worth considering. 

¶ Informal Reputation ς If other students have told you 

that they are a good advisor, put them on the top of your 

list. 

https://writing.princeton.edu/sites/writing/files/jphandbook.pdf
https://undergraduateresearch.princeton.edu/independent-work/guides
https://ria.princeton.edu/eRIA
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¶ Formal Reputation ς The most famous professors are 

often impressive to have as advisors, but they usually 

have less time to advise, so be careful. 

¶ Do You Know Them? ς Take a class with them or check 

the reviews for their courses to see what they are like. 

They are also more likely to say yes to you if they know 

you personally (though not required). 

 

3. Reaching Out ¶ See Chapter 3.2 ς For general tips on reaching out to 

people. 

¶ Make It Brief ς Not only is it considerate of their time, 

but they will also get the point more easily. 

¶ ¢ƘŜȅ 5ƻƴΩǘ IŀǾŜ ǘƻ .Ŝ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǎǘ ς Your department will 

send a list of available professors that are advising, but 

ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǎǘΦ  

¶ Choose Professors Not on the List ς Not only does the 

list possibly come out late, but those on the list probably 

must handle more advisees and will have less time for 

you. 

¶ Reach Out Very Early ς The best advisors are taken early, 

so procrastinating can leave you with only the bad ones. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ DƛǾŜ ¦Ǉ ς You may have to email 5-6 professors 

before one says yes. 

 

4. Getting 
Assigned an 
Advisor by 
Department 

¶ Varies ς Some science majors require you to apply to a 

lab and have their own complicated processes 

(disclaimer: this part of the guide is written from the 

point of view of the Philosophy department). 

¶ LŦ ¸ƻǳ 5ƻƴΩǘ aŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ς Rank your top three 

advisors and let the department assign you a professor 

from the list. 
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Independent Work (JP/Thesis) Tips 

 

Strategy: Description: 
 

Determine What Kind 
of Independent Work 

¶ Community Engagement? ς Consider talking to the 

ProCES Office. 

¶ Study Abroad Field Work? ς Get those logistics sorted 

very early. 

¶ Laboratory? ς Make sure you know where to get 

materials. 

¶ Get Required Approvals ς IRB (human subjects), animal 

research, biosafety, conflict of interests, etc. 

¶ A Creative Thesis? ς Consider pairing with a theatre or 

creative writing certificate. 

¶ Just a Paper? ς The easiest option, just research. 

 

Set a Steady Work 
Schedule 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ /ǊŀƳ [ŀǎǘ aƛƴǳǘŜ ς Especially approval forms and 

studies since they take time to process. 

¶ Set Time Aside ς Try a little bit every day, or a designated 

day every week to work on it. Winter break is the best 

time for thesis work. 

¶ Take Less Classes ς Treat independent work like an 

additional class in time commitment. 

¶ Meet with Advisor Regularly ς Try (bi)weekly or monthly 

depending on the stage in writing. 

¶ Finish a Few Weeks Early ς To give your advisor time to 

read a polished draft. 

 

Thesis Binding ¶ Ask If Your Department Pays ς Some require it, and 

some will pay for it.  

¶ Where to Get It ς Pequod or Princeton Printer both do it 

for about $50. Print out the paper beforehand to save 

https://www.pequodcampus.com/
http://princetonprinter.com/
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money by buying only the binding hardcover. Binding 

takes a couple days. 

¶ Why? ς Makes for a great graduation photo and 

souvenir. 

 

 

 

6.9) Skipping Class and Bad Academic 

Situations 
 

 

College gives you a lot of flexibility to skip class if needed. Especially for 

athletic games, medical emergencies, family reasons, etc. Attending class is 

almost always preferable but you can usually work around it.  

 

 

How to Skip Class Responsibly 

 

Step: Description: 
 

1. Consider if You 
Really Need to 
Skip 

¶ Does it Benefit You? ς Skipping can give you time to rest 

ƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƪƛǇ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōƻǊŜŘ όǎǿƛǘŎƘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ƛŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜύΦ 

¶ Will You Fall Behind? ς aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ 

material that will be on tests. 

 

2. Consider What 
is Skippable 

¶ Lectures ς Easily most skippable. Usually, no loss of 

participation points and materials available online. 
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¶ Anything Else ς Make sure to let your professor or 

preceptor know in advance to save your participation 

grade, and not make it a regular occurrence. 

 

3. Use the Time 
Wisely 

¶ Take a Nap or Eat a Snackς If you need to participate a 

lot in another class that day. 

¶ Work on Other Classes ς LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ 

the very last minute. 

¶ Review Notes ς So you can better participate in the next 

class. 

 

4. Reviewing 
Missed Content 

¶ Ask a Classmate ς They can summarize what happened 

or record a lecture. 

¶ Ask the Teacher ς ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǳnderstanding if you 

must miss class occasionally. Office hours or emails 

usually fine.  

¶ Review Online Materials ς Some teachers put up lecture 

slides or summaries online. 

 

 

 

College is hard. Princeton is a hard college. Nearly every Princeton student 

did exceptionally well in high school, so it might take getting used to not 

getting a straight A on everything. Grading standards are tough. 

 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ 5ƻ ²ƘŜƴ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ {ǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ 

Academically 

 

Strategy: Description: 
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1. Re-Examine 
Your Habits 

¶ Anything You Could Do Better? ς Sleeping enough? 

Skipping class too much? Studying but not retaining 

information? 

¶ McGraw Learning Consultation ς Might be able to help 

you figure out how to live and study better. 

 

2. Talk to Your 
Professor or 
Preceptor 

¶ The Most Direct Help ς They are grading you, after all. 

¶ Ask for Opportunities to Boost Grade ς Extra credit 

ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǊŜǿǊƛǘŜǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΦ 

¶ Ask for Extensions ς If you need time to recalibrate, will 

usually be granted if noted in advance. 

¶ Petition ς If this is a common concern among many 

students in the class, write one, have fellow students sign 

on, and then present to professor in an email.  

 

3. Talk to Your 
Director of 
Studies 

¶ For Bad Situations Across Classes ς They can help you 

look at your options. 

¶ LŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊǎ !ǊŜƴΩǘ IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ς The DoS can vouch for you. 

 

4. Change Your 
Schedule 

¶ PDF a Class ς Usually allowed one elected PDF per 

ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ 

college generally becomes easier the farther you get. 

¶ Audit a Class ς If you want to know the material but 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ƎǊŀŘŜǎΦ 

¶ Drop a Class ς Create a plan to take an extra class later, 

but later in your Princeton career, you will likely be 

better adjusted to academics anyway. 

¶ Withdraw for the Semester ς Doing it before the 9th 

week of classes means no record of the semester will 

exist (otherwise, it will be a W on your transcript). 

 

5. Consider Your 
Mental Health 

¶ Go to Counseling and Psychological Services ς LǘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜΦ 

Consider going before you have an emergency. See 

Chapter 11 for details. 

¶ Take a Break ς Go on a nature walk, go to New York City 

for a day, hang out with some friends, or binge TV. Not a 

permanent solution, but good for short-term crises. 
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¶ Evaluate Daily Habits ς Are you getting easily distracted 

ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΚ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ late? Try any easy 

solutions first. 

¶ Meditation and Mindfulness ς Take moments to breathe 

and check-in with how you are feeling. Acknowledge your 

feeling and think about how it can be better. 

¶ Take a Gap Year ς See Chapter 13 on this. 

 

 

 

The Three Strikes Rule of Thumb. It might be acceptable (though not 

preferable) to have occasional hard days throughout your semester. But if you 

find yourself suffering excessively more than three times in a semester, you 

really need to step back and re-ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ 
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Section 3: Social Life and 

Student Organizations 
 

Life outside the classroom might be more important than 

that inside the classroom. 

 

Chapters Included: 

Chapter 7: Social Life and Traditions 

Chapter 8: Joining Student Groups 

Chapter 9: How to Be a (Club) Leader 

 

 



CHAP 7: SOCIAL LIFE TABLE OF CONTENTS SECTION 3: SOCIAL & ORGS 

PREV. CHAP (6: RESOURCES & TIPS) 203 NEXT CHAP (8: STUDENT GROUPS) 

Chapter 7: Social Life  

and Traditions  
 

 

 

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƎŜǘǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōƛŎƪŜǊ /ŀƳǇǳǎ /ƭǳōΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ scam! 

 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘΥ 

¶ What Princeton students do for fun, on and off-campus. 

¶ What friendship is during college. 

¶ Eating club parties and admissions. 

¶ Greek life and religious life. 
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Chapter 7 Table of Contents: 

7.1) Having Fun Around Princeton .................................................................................. 204 

7.2) Notable Places Off-Campus ...................................................................................... 209 

7.3) Princeton Events and Traditions ............................................................................... 213 

7.4) What is Friendship? .................................................................................................. 221 

7.5) What are Eating Clubs? ............................................................................................ 228 

7.6) Eating Club Parties and Social Events ....................................................................... 235 

7.7) Joining an Eating Club ............................................................................................... 239 

7.8) Greek Life (Sororities/Fraternities) ........................................................................... 244 

7.9) Religious Life ............................................................................................................. 247 

 

7.1) Having Fun Around Princeton 
 

 

What to do for Fun: Casual Hangouts 

 

Name: Description: 
 

Grab a Meal with 

Friends 

¶ The Most Common ς People need to eat, so they 

always have time to eat together. 

¶ Underclass Students ς Everyone is on the meal plan, 

so sit down with anyone you know in the dining hall 

and people will join. 

¶ Upperclass Students ς Coordinate between people 

who eat in eating clubs, the dining hall, or cook 

themselves. 

¶ Nassau Street ς Eating out there is always an option. 

¶ ά[ŜǘΩǎ DǊŀō ŀ aŜŀƭ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜέ ς What people say but 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Řƻ όŦƻƭƭƻǿ-up with people please!). 



CHAP 7: SOCIAL LIFE TABLE OF CONTENTS SECTION 3: SOCIAL & ORGS 

PREV. CHAP (6: RESOURCES & TIPS) 205 NEXT CHAP (8: STUDENT GROUPS) 

¶ Grab a Snack/Bubble Tea? ς If it is not a mealtime, 

particularly mid-afternoon or late-night. 

 

Go on Walks ¶ Great Scenery ς Princeton has a lot of great nature. 

¶ On the Way to Class ς Say hi to anyone you see, or 

wave. 

¶ Longer Hikes ς Consider the tow path or the 

surrounding area. 

¶ Safety? ς Princeton is pretty safe; feel free to explore. 

Daytime is always safest. 

 

Play and Organize 

Games 

¶ Sports Games? ς Some volleyball courts around, or 

people play frisbee on Poe Field. More on sports in 

Chapter 8.5. 

¶ Video Games? ς Find your crew and communicate on 

Discord. 

¶ Board Games? ς There are usually plenty in the res 

colleges. 

¶ ¢ŀōƭŜǘƻǇ wtDΩǎΚ ς Dungeons and Dragons makes for a 

great weekly social activity. 

 

Watch TV or Film ¶ Watch Parties ς For that hot new show of the season 

or a major sports game. 

¶ Binging Netflix ς If you just need a personal break 

from work. 

¶ Garden Theatre Movie Nights ς Free movie and drinks 

sponsored by student government, usually every 

Thursday.  

 

Reading for Fun ¶ Princeton Public Library ς Eligible for a free library 

card, with access to many books, e-books, and even 

films and video games. 

¶ Book Clubs ς Informally pop up through res colleges or 

friends. 

 

Exercise Workouts ¶ Dillon Gym ς Where you go to exercise on campus. 

¶ (Club) Athletes ς Enjoy good exercise every morning. 
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¶ Get in Shape ς 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƭƭ ŘŀȅΦ 

 

 

 

What to do for Fun: Events and Activities 

 

Name: Description: 
 

Participate in Student 

Organizations 

¶ The Fun Clubs ς Dedicated to playing games, making 

friends, and exploring hobbies. 

¶ Fun but Other Things Clubs ς 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǎ 

a pre-professional organization, you can still make 

friends to hang with outside of club time. 

¶ See Chapter 8 ς For a full breakdown of clubs. 

 

Party at Eating Clubs ¶ Thursday-Saturday Nights ς Is when the main partying 

happens. 

¶ If Partying is Your Thing ς Many Princeton students 

avoid it altogether. No pressure. 

 

Travel (Local or Far) ¶ NYC and Philly ς Have plenty of things happening. 

¶ Transportation ς Uber is best for short distance, trains 

for NYC/Philly. 

¶ Fall/Spring Break Travel ς Some students will go to 

exotic locales, but feel free to say no if you need to 

ǎŀǾŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ 

¶ Local Shopping ς On Nassau Street or take an Uber to 

Quakerbridge Mall.  

 

Watch Sports Games ¶ Princeton Athletics ς Check the schedules here. 

¶ Free Home Games ς For some sports. 

https://goprincetontigers.com/
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¶ Buses to Major Away Games ς Sometimes there are 

even University sponsored organic chemistry study 

groups on the bus too. 

 

Princeton Students 

Events Committee 

(PSEC) 

¶ Events Every Thursday ς That do not involve alcohol. 

¶ Usually Free Food ς Pick some up and you might find a 

friend there too. 

¶ Usually in Campus Club ς The first building on 

Prospect Avenue. Not an Eating Club. 

 

The OA Climbing Wall ¶ At Powers Field ς The football stadium, far southeast 

corner of campus. 

¶ Get Trained to Rock Climb ς You might fail the first 

ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

 

 

 

Notable Places around Campus 

 

 

¢ƘŜ άbŜǿέ [Ŝǿƛǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ǊǘǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊǘǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘΦ 
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Name: Description: 
 

McCarter Theatre ¶ Community Theatre ς Less student performances and 

more actual town of Princeton performers. 

¶ Changing Shows ς Check every season to see what 

new performances are available. 

¶ Shows for Class ς If you take drama classes, you may 

have to watch shows here to study. 

 

Lewis Center for the Arts ¶ Outside Performers ς Like McCarter, but many 

student performances. 

¶ Many, Many Pianos ς There are practice rooms all 

over, and the pianos were bought in 2017. 

¶ The Reflecting Pool ς ! ƴƛŎŜ ǎǇƻǘ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜƭŀȄΧ ǳƴǘƛƭ 

you get hungry and go to the Wawa past the stairs. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ άhƭŘέ [Ŝǿƛǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘǎ ς Is a different 

building, at 185 Nassau Street. This building used to 

Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ άƴŜǿέ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ 

completed in 2017. 

 

Princeton University Art 

Museum 

¶ Free Admission ς But feel free to put in donations. 

¶ Rotating Selection ς Check back every couple of 

months. 

¶ Nassau Street Sampler ς Happens every fall. Taste 

local Princeton restaurants. 

 

Frist Campus Center ¶ Always Something Happening ς Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀƳǇǳǎ 

/ŜƴǘŜǊέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΦ 

¶ Send Some Mail ς Mail can be picked up here, so try 

sending mail to a pen pal from back home. 

¶ Frist Theatre ς On the third floor, often has student 

group performances. 

 

DeNunzio Pool ¶ Very South Part of Campus ς Past the athletic fields. 

https://www.mccarter.org/
https://arts.princeton.edu/
https://artmuseum.princeton.edu/
https://artmuseum.princeton.edu/
https://campusrec.princeton.edu/facilities-operations/locations/denunzio-pool
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¶ Go Swimming ς ̧ ƻǳ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ 

to go swimming. 

¶ Pool Parties? ς Not common, but theoretically 

possible. 

 

Baker Rink ¶ South Part of Campus ς Across the street from Public 

Safety. 

¶ Ice Skating ς Temperature controlled. 

¶ Occasional Skate Nights ς Free for students. 

 

Murray Dodge Café ¶ Free Cookies ς From 3 PM to late night. Always get 

one if you pass by. 

¶ Study Lounge ς Lots of comfy couches. Café vibe. 

 

Blair Arch or 1879 Arch ¶ Arch Sings ς Acapella groups will sing under one of the 

arches a couple times a year. Great sound acoustics. 

¶ Support Your Friends ς They put a lot of work into 

these performances. 

 

 

7.2) Notable Places Off-Campus 
 

 

tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ wǳƴƴƛƴƎ /ƭǳōΩǎ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƛƭǎΥ 

https://run.princeton.edu/schedule/routes-and-

trails/?fbclid=IwAR3xSDysJqCo0FivHLLOCrWkx1R8UrjJOkcOcX8obBirYFyg4Out

MXdn7t0 

 

https://campusrec.princeton.edu/facilities-operations/locations/baker-rink
https://run.princeton.edu/schedule/routes-and-trails/?fbclid=IwAR3xSDysJqCo0FivHLLOCrWkx1R8URjJOkcOcX8obBirYFyg4OUtMXdn7t0
https://run.princeton.edu/schedule/routes-and-trails/?fbclid=IwAR3xSDysJqCo0FivHLLOCrWkx1R8URjJOkcOcX8obBirYFyg4OUtMXdn7t0
https://run.princeton.edu/schedule/routes-and-trails/?fbclid=IwAR3xSDysJqCo0FivHLLOCrWkx1R8URjJOkcOcX8obBirYFyg4OUtMXdn7t0
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¢ƘŜ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ wŀǊƛǘŀƴ /ŀƴŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƭ όƻǊ ά¢ƻǿǇŀǘƘέύΦ LƳŀƎŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ here. 

 

Trails and Parks within Walking Distance 

 

Name: Description: 
 

Institute Woods ¶ 1 Mile Southwest ς Past the Forbes golf course. 

¶ For The Institute for Advanced Study ς The post-

graduate school where Einstein was famous for 

working at. 

 

Mountain Lakes Nature 

Preserve 

¶ 1 Mile North ς Walk through the Princeton 

community on the way there. 

¶ A Nice Lake ς And wide-open areas too. 

 

Delaware & Raritan 

Canal State Park όά¢ƘŜ 

¢ƻǿǇŀǘƘέύ 

¶ 1 Mile South of Forbes ς Head down Alexander or 

Washington Road, when you start seeing the large 

bodies of water (i.e., Lake Carnegie). 

¶ ²Ƙȅ ά¢ƻǿǇŀǘƘ?έ ς Refers to when mules pulled 

goods through the canal. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tripadvisor.com%2FShowUserReviews-g28951-d8617313-r379069409-Delaware_and_Raritan_Canal_State_Park-New_Jersey.html&psig=AOvVaw1UMgrqU2VCBpM2n4K7wk_o&ust=1626733028847000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCPiUvvTS7fECFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://outdooraction.princeton.edu/places/institute-woods
https://outdooraction.princeton.edu/places/mountain-lakes-open-space-area
https://outdooraction.princeton.edu/places/mountain-lakes-open-space-area
https://outdooraction.princeton.edu/places/towpath-delaware-raritan-canal-state-park
https://outdooraction.princeton.edu/places/towpath-delaware-raritan-canal-state-park
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¶ Canoeing ς You can rent a boat for a nice day. 

¶ Jogging ς The path is 70 miles long, and you may even 

eventually hit Trenton if you go long enough. 

 

Marquand Park ¶ 1 Mile West of Forbes ς Go past the Graduate College 

and keep walking. 

¶ Arboretum ς Lots of nice trees; come here during the 

fall. 

¶ A Playground and Free Books ς A great place for kids. 

 

Princeton Battlefield 

Park 

¶ 1.5 Miles West of Forbes ς Go past Marquand Park. 

¶ The Battle of Princeton ς Where George Washington 

fought in the American Revolutionary War. 

¶ A Large Field ς Great view. 

¶ Cross-Country Skiing ς In the wintertime. 

 

 

 

Other Notable Places within Walking Distance 

 

 

Princeton Public Library, one of the best public libraries ever. 

https://www.marquandpark.org/
https://www.njparksandforests.org/parks/princetonbattlefieldstatepark.html
https://www.njparksandforests.org/parks/princetonbattlefieldstatepark.html



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































